Dear Friends
January 1st 2020 ushers in not only a New Year but a new decade. A time
for looking backwards and looking forward. Too much of either and there is a
danger that we forget to live in the present, we fail to enjoy the moment. Yet
what we do in the present can profoundly affect the future.
Climate change, as a result of global warming, is a real threat to life on earth
as we know it. The last few months of 2019 saw raging fires in California, the
Amazon, Australia and Indonesia, and hurricanes and floods in East Africa
and this country. No one seems to be immune from the effects. We have a
newly elected Government (the composition of which was not known at the
time of writing) committed to tackling the problem. But it is not only a problem
for governments - it is a problem for everyone.
We are both part of the problem and part of the solution. What can we as
individuals do? Is climate change too big an issue for us to get our minds
around? Is there a risk of paralysis and we end up doing nothing? The benefit
of living in and for the present is that we can be aware of what is going on
around us. Climate change is a reality. The hardest part is acknowledging that
we are all a part of and are contributing to climate change. In his “Canticle of
the Sun,” Saint Francis of Assisi (the patron saint of ecology) praises God for
some of the wonders of the earthly world. Francis believed that everything
in the natural world was a gift from God and, as such, deserved to be
appreciated and valued. His deep care for everything which exists was also
borne out of a feeling of intimate connection with all creation. Francis is an
inspiration – he invites us to “‘see nature as a magnificent book in which God
speaks to us and grants us a glimpse of His infinite beauty and goodness”
For those of us who follow the Christian faith, global warming is an issue for
the whole people of God. One of the Anglican Communion’s marks of mission
states that we are “to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain
and renew the life of the earth”.
As we start this New Year, a time of traditionally making resolutions, may I
suggest we all look at ourselves and our actions and resolve to make one
small change to our lifestyle that will contribute to a reduction in global
warming. We live in a unique and beautiful part of the country. Our actions
to help reduce global warming, however small, will preserve this for future
generations. If, at the same time, we look and listen, we too might hear God
speaking to us and receive a glimpse of his infinite beauty and goodness.
Wishing you all a Blessed and a Happy New Year.
David Rees
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St Mary the Virgin St Briavels & St Mary Magdalene Hewelsfield
All are most welcome to join us for worship, which is welcoming,
relaxed and open to all. Join us to find what God’s love
could mean for you. Both Churches are open from 9.00am
until 4.00pm for those who wish to look around or find a
space for quiet and reflection. More can be found on our
website www.stbandhchurches.org.uk which gives up to date
information. For a wedding, baptism or blessing, or to request
healing or other prayer, please contact me David (OLM)
david.rees17@btinternet.com or 01594 530443 or our Reader,
Mandy Vaughan - 01594 530844. I usually work Sunday, Monday
afternoon, Tuesday and mornings on Wednesday and Thursday
and am available anytime for urgent requests.

MIDWEEK AT ST BRIAVELS
2nd Thurs

9.00am

Morning Prayer

7 Tues

9.00am

Morning Prayer

8th Weds

10.30am

Communion

9th Thurs

9.00am

Morning Prayer

14 Tues

9.00am

Morning Prayer

16 Thurs

9.00am

Morning Prayer

21st Tues

9.00am

Morning Prayer

22nd Weds

10.30am

Communion

23 Thurs

9.00am

Morning Prayer

28 Tues

9.00am

Morning Prayer

30th Thurs

9.00am

Morning Prayer

th

th
th

rd
th

ST MARY MAGDALENE, HEWELSFIELD & BROCKWEIR
JANUARY SERVICES AT ST BRIAVELS & HEWELSFIELD
ST MARY THE VIRGIN, ST BRIAVELS
SUNDAY 5th
8.30am

BCP Communion

9.30am

Service of the Word

SUNDAY 12th
9.30am

All Age Eucharist

SUNDAY 19th
8.30am

BCP Communion

9.30am

All Age Eucharist

SUNDAY 5th
11.00am

Service of the Word

SUNDAY 12th
11.00am

Family Communion

SUNDAY 19

th

11.00am

Family Communion

SUNDAY 26th
11.00am

Family Communion

SUNDAY 2 February
nd

11.00am

Service of the Word

SUNDAY 26th
9.30am

All Age Eucharist

SUNDAY 2 February
nd

8.30am

BCP Communion

9.30am

Service of the Word

FOREST OF DEAN QUAKER MEETING
We meet for Worship every Sunday at 10.30am in Staunton Village
Hall (near Coleford). There is a car park behind the hall. Contact
me for more information.
Jen Cothier 01594 530348
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BROCKWEIR MORAVIAN CHURCH
Church Services for December 2019
Sun

5 Jan

6.00pm

Rev Patsy Holdsworth (Epiphany & Holy
Communion)

Sun

12 Jan

6:00pm

Rev Jane Avery

Sun

19 Jan

6.00pm

Rev Patsy Holdsworth

Sun

26 Jan

6.00pm

Sr Sue Groves

REGULAR MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES
Tap Dancing – 6.45-7.45 & 7.45-8.45 – Mondays in the School Room.
‘Tap for Fun’ classes for adults from complete beginners to intermediate
levels. Please contact Deborah Stock on 07801 479269, email
deborahstock@aol.com for more information.
Table Tennis – 2.15 - 4.00 pm – Tuesdays & Thursdays in the
School Room.
Players of all abilities always welcome – for more information contact
Jean Green on 01594 530955.
Charity Lunch – 12 noon in the Sunday School Room on 1st Thurs of
the month.
2nd Jan in aid of the Cinnamon Trust. Thurs 6th Feb in aid of Emmaus.
FUN BINGO – on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. Eyes Down @
7.00 p.m. £3 per book, plus a donation for refreshments, Maximum
prize £5.
All proceeds to the Church Building Repair Fund.
Book Group – Please contact Heather Armstrong (01291 689326) for
details.
Brockweir & Hewelsfield History Group – Normally on the 2nd
Thursday of the month at 7.30 pm in the Sunday School. No meetings in
January or February.
Food Bank Collection – Donations for the foodbank may be brought to
services, charity lunches etc or left in the church porch at any time.
We welcome your gifts of tinned and dried food, and also toiletries.
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Ecumenical Welcome
Because we are the only church offering regular public worship
in the village of Brockweir, we invite all Christians in the local
community to play as full a part as they are able [allowing for
any continued commitments to their own denomination] in the
life and fellowship of this congregation. We invite those of all Christian
traditions, and those having no particular denominational affiliation, to
worship and to share in Holy Communion with us, and to share in the
ministry and mission of the Church in this area.
Minister: Rev Patsy Holdsworth, 35 Quarry Way, Emersons Green,
Bristol, BS16 7BN, Tel: 0117 907 8994 email:
Patsy.holdsworth@moravian.org.uk
Please note that Patsy’s day off is normally on a Tuesday. Please try to
only contact her in an emergency on that day.
Church Committee
Jean Green
01594 530955
Carol Ostler
01291 689675
Sr Mary Harris
01291 689668

Judith Ashton
Sue Groves
Philip Ashton

01291 689572
01291 689804
01291 689572

ST BRIAVELS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
When January rolls round, we often hope for a new start. We hope this
year will be different; we make resolutions. Christians look to new life
in Jesus as our fresh start. He can set us free from the mistakes and
wrongs in the past.
If you want to know more, then I warmly invite you, whether Christian,
seeker or sceptic, to join us at any of our services. These are at 10am
and 6pm. Our morning service is a family service when we have a
“Sunday Club” for young children. We meet for Bible study and prayer
every Thursday (8pm, venue changes).
There will be no coffee morning in January or February.
If you would like to know more about us or if we can help
you then please get in touch. You can also visit our website
where many of our messages are available for download:
www.stbriavelscongregational.org.uk
Matt Rees, Pastor
5

HEWELSFIELD AND BROCKWEIR PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 3rd December 2019 at the
Loft, Brockweir.
Present: Cllr. Fox, Cllr. Harris, Cllr. Groves-Bond, Cllr. Sinfield and the
Parish Clerk.
3275: Apologies for Absence – Cllr. Brundle and Cllr.
Haythornthwaite
3277: To Confirm Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 12th
November 2019
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th November
2019 were confirmed. Proposed by Cllr. Groves-Bond and
seconded by Cllr. Harris.
3278: Finance
3278.1 – Financial Statement for November was agreed.
3278.2 – Payments were agreed, and cheques signed as follows:
Service
Clerk salary & Expenses
Strimming/Litter Picking
PAYE
Web Hosting

Amount
£283.07
£160.00
£10.60
£144.00

3278.3 Budget/Precept 2020/21
The Budget for 2020/21 was agreed and it was confirmed that the
Precept will remain the same.
3279: Councillors’ Reports – Drain cleaning had been requested to
alleviate future flooding on parish roads. Feedback was given from a
recent training session for new councillors.
3280: Clerk’s Report – The Clerk had attended a meeting about the
closure of the Wire Works Bridge in Tintern. No actions were decided. A
Freedom of Information request had been received from a parishioner
which had been fulfilled and the information sent.
3281: Planning Applications – None received.
3281.1: No further information had been received for the land adjacent
Gregory Farm.
3281.2: No further information had been received from the
Enforcement Officer
3281.3: The training session for councillors will take place in January.
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3283: Review of the Definitive Map of Footpaths – Nothing to report
on this.
3284: Investigation into Sewage Discharging into the River Wye –
This item was held over to the January meeting.
3285: Closure of Wire Works Bridge, Tintern – No update on this.

3276: Declaration of Interest – None declared.

Payee
Lynda Skuse
AEB Price
Inland Revenue
TEEC Limited – Website

3282: Possible Re-Siting of Life Saving Equipment – It was agreed
that the equipment will not be re-sited, but would be better secured.

3286: Review of Parish Plan for 2020/21 – Clerk to revise and update
with budget items and circulate to councillors. Action: Clerk to update
and circulate.
Next meeting Tuesday 7th January 2020, 7.00pm at The Loft, Village
Shop

ST. BRIAVELS PARISH COUNCIL
There was no meeting in December for the St. Briavels Parish
Council. However, activities continue. The Parish Council welcomes
their new clerk, Kirstie Watkins, who started on December 1st.
Kirstie’s contact details are below.
In 2020, the Council will be holding a public consultation to understand
what residents would like to see happen at the play area between the
Doctor’s Surgery and Whittington Close. In addition, there will be a
consultation on street lighting, after feedback concerning the lack of
lighting at various locations around the village. Details about venue
and dates for the consultation will be forthcoming. The Parish Council
are also looking to upgrade our website. Any input on what you would
like to see on the website, over and above the agendas and minutes,
will be very welcome.
Next meeting – Monday, 13th January, 2020 at 7.00 p.m. in the
Assembly Rooms, with planning applications available to view from
6.30 p.m., and Councillors available for you to raise any issues you
feel the PC may be able to resolve. Full minutes are available on the
Parish Council website.
Kirstie Watkins
Clerk, St. Briavels Parish Council. E-mail:
stbriavelsclerk@outlook.com
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LETTERS TO THE VILLAGE NEWS

FROM DESPAIR TO HOPE

JEREMY RICHARD WILLDER 1938-2019
I’d like to thank everyone who helped and supported me and my family
over the past year whilst my husband was so ill, especially over his final
days. Also, thank you for coming to his Thanksgiving Service at St Mary
Magdalene at Hewelsfield on the 26th November it was much appreciated.
He was a very special man and I know it saddened him that we had only
been here such a short time when he was diagnosed, and that his illness
prevented him from taking a more active presence in the two villages. He
loved it here and was planning to do so much in the garden / house, which I
will try and fulfill for him.
I am devastated but I know he would want me to be strong and to get to
know you all better and participate in village life. So in 2020, I plan to come
back as a volunteer in the shop as a start!
With many thanks to you all for the continuing support. Wishing you all a
very Happy New Year.
Tricia Willder, Hewelsfield
BEST - CHRISTMAS LUNCH
A big thank you to everyone who joined us for the Christmas Lunch on
7th December and contributed to such an enjoyable afternoon. Huge
thanks also go to the youth club for their sterling service and their excellent
entertainment and to all those who came together to form such a great
team on the day. Special thanks are also due to the local venues and
businesses that donated raffle prizes. We are very grateful for all your
support.
Many favourable comments have been received so far and we continue to
listen to your suggestions.
Look forward to seeing you again next year!
The BEST team
CLERK TO THE GOVERNORS
St Briavels and Redbrook Schools (the Wye Forest Federation) wish to appoint
a clerk to the governors. The clerk attends 4 meetings per term, Tuesdays from
5.00 – 7.00pm. The main duties are to prepare the papers for the meetings
with the chair of governors and minute the meetings. This is a post that will suit
someone with good administrative, organisational and IT skills. Training and
support will be provided.
For further information please contact the school office on 01594 530428 or
email admin@st-briavels.gloucs.sch.uk.
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When we read and watch stories of despair, nature destroyed, climate
change impacting our daily lives, we begin to lose hope. I have asked
the following question many times to people I meet from all walks of life.
"Do you think we're going to make it – you know, survive the climate
emergency and all that?" I regret to say that the majority answer with a
resigned, "No!", and some add, "Not a chance!"
I received a message reminding me of the root causes of climate
change: greed, selfishness and apathy. If these attributes of the human
character continue to take precedence then, indeed, we don't stand
a chance.
But there's another story gaining attention. It's one of hope. We have
the technology, the resources and the vision to change ourselves
and thereby change our world for the better. Every time that story is
envisioned with a film or video or social media post, the belief that
change is possible takes hold, our outlook becomes more positive.
Australian Damion Grimeau's film 2040
www.youtube.com/watch?v=-2q6sAZ-R8I is one such example.
May we have a hopeful New Year.
Chris McFarling, chrismcfarling@phonecoop.coop
A YEAR IN THE LIFE OF A VILLAGE
As many of you are probably aware, I have been pestering all and
sundry over the last year, making a film about the events that go on in
Brockweir and Hewelsfield, and all the wonderful people that make them
happen. I hope I haven’t made too much of a nuisance of myself. On my
part it has been a marvellous experience. I have met many great people
I hardly knew before, and got to know old friends better.
The amount of community events and initiatives that go on here in a
year is staggering, so I doubt I have covered everything – for which I
apologise in advance. There are still a handful of interviews I need to
catch up on in January, so some of you are not off the hook yet!
I hope to have edited the film by the end of March (hope being the
operative word!), and will post details here in the Village News of a
community-showing and get-together around that time.
Thanks so much for all your cooperation, help and goodwill.
John French
News and Activities continued on next page...
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NEWS AND ACTIVITIES
ST BRIAVELS SENIOR CITIZENS
St. Briavels Senior Citizens Club will not meet in January but will
meet again at the Orepool, Sling on February 18th 2020 at 12.30pm.
Sheila Brown
ST BRIAVELS LUNCH CLUB – Thursday 30th January 2020
At the time of going to press it wasn’t certain that Lunch Club will
meet in January. Further information will be given to those who
attend regularly when it becomes available.
Mary Perryman
NOTICE: After 12 years diligently organising and running our Lunch
Club, Mary Perryman has finally decided to hang up her apron and
retire.
If anyone is interested in taking over her duties, and forestalling
possible closure of our Club, please contact me on 01594 530097.
Bill Whight
RENOVATION OF THE GOUGH CHAPEL
There is a PCC display in the church at Hewelsfield to show our
thinking about the possibilities of restoring the chapel situated in
the north transept of the church. It is hoped to bring this space into
multifunctional use. The chapel could provide a worship space,
a meeting space, a storage space and an area from which to
serve food and drinks. The chapel currently houses a collection
of mismatched furniture and is unheated and is bisected with a
Victorian wall, it is unattractive and difficult to use.

The Christmas season began in the first week of December, with
the Nosh and Natter Christmas meal!
The Ugly Duckling served 42 of us with a lovely variety of starters,
mains and desserts, plus coffee and mince pies to finish off.
The atmosphere was relaxed and convivial and from the comments
I have received I was not the only one who really enjoyed the
evening!
Thank you to all those who donated raffle prizes and well done to
all those who won them!
Our Nosh and Natter programme starts again in January with Alison
offering us Afternoon Tea on Wednesday 15th from 3.30-5pm
(hopefully in the shop but, if unavailable, alternative venue will be
sent to members).
All ladies are welcome to join us so please come along or if you
need more information contact me on 01594 530524 or email
siddonspauline@aol.com
Pauline Siddons
MORE LECTIOPHILES NEEDED
At St Briavels Primary School we want to encourage all the children
not only to be able to read, but to develop a love of reading.
Once someone is able to read, whole new worlds open up before
them. The actual words convert instantly into images, the stories
feed the imagination and creativity flourishes.

The church is unlocked during the daytime. So pop in anytime up to
the end of January to see the display board.

When a love of reading is nurtured, their world is enriched and their
stories enrich the world in return.

Comments should be sent to the secretary:
Pearl Bradney, Greenwood, Belmont Road, Hewelsfield. Lydney. GL15 6UX

If you have an hour or two to spare in the week, and could sit, listen
to and help the children learn to read, please contact the school on
01594 530428 or email: admin@st-briavels.gloucs.sch.uk

WHATS ON...

AT ST BRIAVELS PAVILION

New Year’s Eve - SOLO ARTIST: HELEN LOUISE
£6, to include Buffet. 8pm/late
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NOSH AND NATTER

Passing on a love of reading is a most precious gift. Your gift would
be most welcome. Thank you.
Chris McFarling, School Governor, cmcfarling@wff.gloucs.sch.uk
News and Activities continued on next page...
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FRIENDS OF MIKE PARRY

THIS MONTH'S RECIPE

Happy New Year to you all and we hope that 2020 will be a special
year for us, as we hope to achieve a fund raising total of £100,000.

Oven-Roasted Vegetables

Thanks to the continued support and generosity of our loyal helpers,
friends, family and the local community, we have raised over £98,500
for cancer and other local charities since Mum died in 1991, so we
hope that, with two events planned for this year, we will reach the
£100,000 target.
Thanks to everyone who has helped us achieve this wonderful legacy
for both Mum and Dad. Our next Coffee Morning will be held on
Easter Monday at the pavilion from 10am
Tessa, Adele and family

This is a savoury, satisfying dish that fills the kitchen with wonderful
smells of rosemary and garlic.
Serves 4-6
2 large white onions
4 large sweet carrots
8-10 small potatoes
2 tbsp melted butter
3 garlic cloves – minced
1 tbsp crushed rosemary
1tbs fresh marjoram – minced
2 tbsp oil

SOFT (Sharing our Faiths Together) MEETING

A very hot oven (about 225˚C) pre-heated

SOFT meetings will be held in the Loft above the
Village Shop on Wednesday 15th January &
Wednesdays 5th & 19th February at 7.30pm.

Peel all the vegetables. Slice the onions lengthways and then into
quarters. If using large carrots cut lengthwise and then into 1" sections.
Quarter the potatoes. Other favourite vegetables can also be added.

We are a friendly, mixed faith group of people
seeking to explore and understand the world
around us. Our discussion topics range across a wide variety of
subjects chosen by members in turn.

Arrange the vegetables in a large oiled dish along with the butter, garlic
and oil, cover with foil and bake for 35 minutes.

Anyone is welcome to just come and join in, or if you would like more
information please contact: Carol Stickland – 01594 530882 or Sue
Groves 01291 689804
There is no admission fee to meetings though we do request a
contribution towards room rental and refreshment costs.

Remove the foil, turn the vegetables, season to taste and roast
uncovered with an oven temperature of 250˚C for approximately 35
minutes until crisp. Enjoy.
Mary Perryman

COMMUNITY BAKE OFF

Bring a cake: four categories
including most outrageous cake
Meet Bjorn the Polar Bear
Mackenzie Hall,
Saturday,
February 1st, 4 pm

...full details page 16
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WYE VALLEY MUSIC (ST BRIAVELS MUSIC SOCIETY)
A Feast of Klezmer Music in Chepstow
On a drear Sunday
evening in early
December, our
hearts were lifted
by an outstanding performance from
the talented musicians of the London
Klezmer Quartet (LKQ). This was
a long-awaited return visit by these
specialists in the celebratory Jewish folk
music of Eastern Europe. It was clear
from the reaction of the near sell-out
crowd that everyone absolutely loved
the performance, both musically and in

the warm way in which the musicians
interacted with the audience. At one
point they even got us singing as a
Yiddish choir! Those who had heard
LKQ before were not disappointed
and the group clearly gained a whole
lot of new friends and followers (their
CDs seemed to go like proverbial hot
cakes!). With mulled wine and mince
pies in the interval, the concert got the
festive season off to a perfect start and
we look forward to having LKQ back
again before too long.

‘Debussy, A Painter in Sound’
WVM’s next event is another special
occasion which brings together two
of the music society’s most valued
friends and supporters. It will take
place on Sunday 19th January at
3.00 in the Performing Arts Centre
of Monmouth School for Girls. The
programme consists of an ‘Illustrated
talk by Professor Stephen Walsh’
on the subject of his latest highlypraised biographical study of one of
the greatest composers of the early
20th century.
Musical illustrations for the talk will be
played by award winning pianist and
musicologist Clare Hammond. Clare
is well known to Wye Valley Music
audiences for her many outstanding
recitals for the society in recent years
in St Briavels Church. Hearing her
play Debussy’s enchanting music on
the centre’s Steinway piano will be a
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real treat and the perfect way to spend
a mid-January Sunday afternoon!
Stephen Walsh is equally well known
to Wye Valley Music audiences as well
as to those who attend concerts of the
Chamber Music Festival of which he is
Chair. Stephen is Emeritus Professor
at Cardiff University, where he held a
personal chair in music from 2001 until
2013. He is a music critic for leading
newspapers, a frequent broadcaster
and critic for the BBC and the author
of a series of admired biographies of
20th century European composers. He
is also a terrific speaker with a wicked
sense of humour!
When the St Briavels Music Society
was founded over 50 years ago, the
originating couples – Donald and
Bindy Eynstone & Gordon and Libbie
Biggart – often included illustrated

talks in their programme of activities,
as well as recitals, records and
outings to concerts. So, in many ways,
our January event is a return to the

founding spirit of the society. We hope
you will join us for what promises to be
a fabulous, informative and enjoyable
afternoon in Monmouth.

Booking on-line at www.wvm.org.uk is recommended but admission will also
be available at the door. Tickets are £10; £8 for WVM members; and free for
students.
Mike Haines

NEWS FROM THE PANTRY
Happy New Year to you all!
It’s over four months since we took over at The Pantry, and what an
amazing time we’ve had! Despite dropping some enormous clangers, we
seem to have kept our long-established customers happy, whilst attracting
a substantial number of new faces to the shop, and the number of visitors
dropping in seems to be increasing by the day.
Christmas was a testing time for us, but Jill and Adele, our brilliant staff, were
our saviours throughout the period, and we have to give a huge shout-out to
Lucy and Jo for the beautiful garland around the shop door that so many of
you loved.
As you read this, we will have begun to re-arrange the interior of the shop,
with better shelving, helping customers to find items more easily. We’ll also
be adding to the ranges we stock, especially in the gluten-free and vegan
zones, and increasing the ready-meal offerings from local suppliers in the
freezer. Our micro-café will be continuing to serve tea, coffee and cakes,
but with more comfortable seating, and crucially, some form of espressoproducing machinery in operation!
Finally, the biggest development at The Pantry has been the granting of
our licence to sell alcohol for consumption off the premises, allowing us to
stock a small range of alcohol, including wine, sparklies, local beers, ciders
and gin! No more having to drive all the way to Coleford for that Friday night
bottle of wine – now you can find one right here in St Briavels!
We’ll be posting news of new stock and further developments on our
Facebook site #thepantrystbriavels and will be publishing our new web-site
www.stbriavelspantry.co.uk very soon. In the mean-time, we’ll look forward to
welcoming you into the shop come rain, shine or snow!
John and Diana
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ST BRIAVELS WI

CAKE AND CLIMATE CHANGE
You might be wondering: how could cake and climate change
possibly be connected?

To explain, let's start with the cake.
We thought that this would be a great
time to have a Community Bake Off
Competition. So we are kicking off
the new year with just such an event,
and inviting everyone – young, old,
especially families – to come along to the
Mackenzie Hall at 4pm on Saturday
February 1. More about cake shortly,
but what about the climate
c han g e c o nne c t i o n?
There is almost universal
agreement that this is the
most pressing issue of our
age. As the local organisation
concerned with environmental
matters, the Parish Grasslands
Project wanted to find ways
in which we could all help to
tackle, at a very local level, what is
admittedly a global problem. We have
been working with a group of interested
local people and we want to put forward
some of our ideas and to launch a new
local climate change initiative at the
meeting on February 1.
As promised, more about cake. We're
inviting you to bake one and bring it to
the meeting – don't worry if you can't
bring your own cake, still come along;
we guarantee there will be plenty to
share after the judging! There are four
categories: best looking, best tasting,
best free-from, and most outrageous.
The judging will be conducted by Bjorn
the Polar Bear – if you haven't already
met him, check him out on YouTube.
Bjorn will also explain how melting ice
is having a severe effect on his home
in the Arctic.
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That brings us back to the vital
climate change element of the
meeting. At the moment, we are not
only marking the beginning of a new
year but of a whole new decade. And it is
surely a decade during which we will all
have to make profound changes in the
way we live, for the planet's
sake and for our own.
How can we, a relatively
small population living
in two rural parishes,
a d dr e s s t h e m o st
challenging problem of
our time? We have tried
to find some answers,
and will be explaining
a number of events we
plan in the months ahead.
At the moment our thoughts
are centred on five areas: food,
transport, energy, land use and waste/
consumption.
We don't pretend to have all of the
answers. We want you to join in and
help with ideas, as well as committing
to taking action. To respond to climate
change we will all, sooner or later, have
to change the way we live. Our outlook
is not to criticise others for their choices
in how they live, but to try to encourage
and enable us all to take meaningful
steps in our daily lives to help the planet.
Please come to the meeting. We'll have
some fun, and some cake. But we'll
also share our ideas and together take
action to tackle climate change right
here at home.

UPDATE FOR DECEMBER 2019
The November Meeting was our Annual General
Meeting. Irene Gent, the Secretary provided a summary
of the year’s events and activities. We all agreed it had
been a busy year with a wide variety of interesting events. Our President, Betty
Bennett, gave her round up of the year in the form of a poem, which was a
novel and entertaining way of address. It was apparent that Betty has a real
talent for verse and rhyme and her first year of being President has been an
outstanding success.
The previous committee members were re-elected and retain the same posts.
Due to the increased size of the membership, it was agreed to increase the
committee membership and Ann Rigby will re-join the committee. Ann has
previously been a committee member and president and her experience will be
invaluable.
We attended the County Christmas Carol Concert at Cheltenham. A successful
day was had, with shopping and lunch before the concert. The guest star,
soprano Elin Manahan Thomas, was excellent. She sang a mixed repertoire,
including several traditional songs in Welsh. She talked about her experience
of singing at Harry and Megan’s wedding, which was interesting and amusing.
During December, we are due to have our Christmas Meal and the Candlelight
Vigil on the 18th December in support of the United Nations Campaign to end
violence against women. We have an interesting programme arranged for
2020 which hopefully will inform, educate and entertain all of us.
St Briavels WI meets on the 3rd Wednesday in the month at 7.30pm in the
Pavilion. New members are always welcome
A Happy New Year to everyone from St Briavels WI.

Sue Smith

Mike Topp
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DIARY DATES – weekly/regular activities
Mondays
ZUMBA TONING WITH JO: 9:15-10:15am – Mackenzie Hall Brockweir.
CUB SCOUTS: (8-10½ year olds). 6.00-7.30pm. St Briavels Pavillion. EmmaJayne, 07807 068296, stbriavelsscoutgroup@outlook.com.
ADULT TAP FOR FUN: 6.45 - 7.45 improvers+ / Intermediates; 7.45 - 8.45
Beginners. Moravian Church Hall. Call Deborah: 07801 479269.
TABLE TENNIS: 7.30 - 9pm (except 2nd Monday of the month). Assembly
Rooms. St. Briavels. No need to book, all levels welcome. Good exercise and
great fun. tabletennis@st-briavels.com.
Tuesdays
YOGA WITH ALI ROSE: 9:30-11am. Assembly Rooms, St Briavels.
07883 678629.simplyalirose@yahoo.co.uk
COURTYARD CAFE: (in the Assembly Rooms, 1:30 - 4:30) with home-made cakes,
free range eggs, hairdresser, book library (borrow or buy), PCSO monthly, notice boards.
Community Wellbeing Agent 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 2-4pm
ST. BRIAVELS "WALKING for HEALTH" walk every Tuesday for approx. 1
hour. Starts 2pm, Assembly Rooms, St. Briavels. Call John for more info –
01594 530890.
KNITTERS GROUP meets every Tuesday, 3.00 - 4. 30 at St Briavels Assembly
rooms. For info contact Claire@nissel.co.uk
BEAVERS COLONY 4.45 – 5.45pm. St Briavels Pavillion
BEGINNERS UKULELE GROUP 6 - 7pm at St Briavels Pavillion.
Contact: Janice 01594 530188. janicelightly@gmail.com.
www.facebook.com/groups/351866028735856/
OPEN MIC and New Wye Valley Acoustic Music Club at the Rose & Crown, Tintern,
every first Tuesday of the month. For more info call Adrian on 01291 689812.
ZUMBA GOLD WITH JO at 7-8pm St Briavels School Hall
ZUMBA WITH JO at 8:15-9:15pm, Fitness, St Briavels School Hall
Wednesdays
ECSTATIC DANCING 9.45 am -11.30 pm Mackenzie Hall
FRIENDLY ART GROUP Most Wednesdays, 10am-1pm Assembly Rooms. Call
Ann Kilminster on 07980 978348.
PILATES: 2-3pm. Assembly Rooms, St Briavels. For info call: 01291 627243 /
07787 193302.
BROCKWEIR BOWLS CLUB: 2-4pm Wednesdays, Mackenzie Hall. For more
information call Bob Broughton 01594 530003.

BEAVER SCOUTS: (5¾-8 year olds). 5.00-6.00pm. St Briavels Pavillion. EmmaJayne, 07807 068296, stbriavelsscoutgroup@outlook.com.
BROCKWEIR YOUTH CLUB – the club meets during term time. For further
information please ring 01291 689 327 or visit: www.brockweiryouthclub.co.uk.
MINDFULNESS MEDITATION GROUP First Wednesday of the month, 7-9 pm.
All welcome. Please call Diana on 07952 548040 for new venue details.
SOFT MEETING. On two Weds each month. 7.30pm. The Loft above
Village Shop.
Thursdays
COURTYARD CAFE: (in the Assembly Rooms, 1:30 - 4:30) with home-made
cakes, free range eggs, hairdresser, book library (borrow or buy), notice boards,
CAB every 1st Thursday of the month
SCOUTS: (10½-14 year olds). 6.00-8.00pm. St Briavels Pavillion. Emma-Jayne,
07807 068296, stbriavelsscoutgroup@outlook.com
MIXED CIRCUITS CLASS: 6:30pm at Mackenzie Hall
YOGA WITH ALI ROSE: 7- 8:30pm, Assembly Rooms. 07883 678629 simplyalirose@
yahoo.co.uk.
ZUMBA WITH JO, 'Zumba Strong', St Briavels School Hall, 8.15pm - 9.15pm
ST BRIAVELS WALKING GROUP – monthly walks. John Hurley 01594 530890
Fridays
TEA AND TOTS: 9:30-11.00am – term time only, Assembly Rooms, St Briavels.
For more information please visit our Facebook page: St Briavels Tea and Tots.
IYENGAR YOGA – 9.30-11am at Mackenzie Hall. www.wildwoodyoga.co.uk or
call/message Kishe Redwood 07805 729893
UNDER 5s PLAY CLUB – 11am - 1pm at the Pavilion.
BOARD GAMES CAFÉ – Last Friday of the month, 7-10pm at the Assembly
Rooms, St Briavels
Saturdays
YOGA WITH ALI ROSE: Once a month, last Saturday of month, 9.30-11.00am
Assembly Rooms, St Briavels. 07883 678629.simplyalirose@yahoo.co.uk
ZUMBA WITH JO, 'Toning', St Briavels School Hall, 9.00 - 10am.
Sundays
ST BRIAVELS PEOPLE’S CHOIR meets at 7 pm at the Assembly Rooms every week.
ST BRIAVELS SCHOOL TERM DATES: 2020
Spring Term

6 Jan - 14 Feb / 24 Feb - 3 April

Summer Term 20 April - 22 May / 1 June - 17 July
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DIARY DATES FOR JANUARY

ADVANCE DATES

2 Thurs

Charity Soup Lunch

12noon

Moravian Schoolroom

1 Feb

Climate Action & Cake

4pm

2 Thurs

Walk & Talk Group

2pm

Meet at Hewelsfield
Church

Mackenzie Hall,
Brockweir

6 Feb

Charity Soup Lunch

12noon

Moravian Schoolroom

5 Sun

Wassail in the Community
Orchard

3pm

St Briavels Playing Field

12 Feb

YHA recruitment event

7 Tues

Hewelsfield & Brockweir PC
meeting

7pm

The Loft, Village Shop,
Brockweir

18 Feb

St Briavels Senior Citizens
Club

12.30pm

Orepool, Sling

8 Weds

Bingo

7pm

Moravian School
Rooms, Brockweir

28 Feb

Brockweir Events: Tears of
Laughter

7.30 for
8pm

Mackenzie Hall,
Brockweir

9 Thurs

St Briavels Walking Group

1pm

Meet at St Briavels
Church

28
March

Brockweir Events: Gadarene

7.30 for
8pm

Mackenzie Hall,
Brockweir

11 Sat

Produce Market

10am12.30pm

St Briavels Pavilion

13 Apr

Bank Holiday Coffee Morning

10am

St Briavels Pavilion

13 Mon

St Briavels PC meeting
(planning applications and
councillors available from
6.30pm)

7pm

Assembly Rooms, St
Briavels

15 Weds Nosh & Natter: Afternoon Tea

3.30-5pm

Village Shop, Brockweir

15 Weds SOFT meeting

7.30pm

The Loft, Village Shop,
Brockweir

15 Weds St Briavels WI: Chase Milk &
Ice Creams

7.30pm

St Briavels Pavilion

16 Thurs Walk & Talk Group

2pm

Meet at Hewelsfield
Church

19 Sun

Wye Valley Music: ‘Debussy –
Painter in Sound’

3pm

Performing Arts Centre,
Monmouth Girls School

21 Tue

Community Wellbeing Agent
in Courtyard Café

2-4pm

Assembly Rooms, St
Briavels

24 Fri

Garden Society: Making a
Wildlife Garden

7.30pm

Mackenzie Hall,
Brockweir

Brockweir Burns Night
Celebration

7.00pm

Mackenzie Hall,
Brockweir

30 Thurs St Briavels Lunch Club

11.45

St Briavels Pavilion

30 Thurs Walk & Talk Group

2pm

Meet at Hewelsfield
Church

31 Fri

7-10pm

Assembly Rooms, St
Briavels

25 Sat

20

Board Games Café

St Briavels Castle

WYE VALLEY ARTS CENTRE, LLANDOGO
Beginners and improvers are very welcome on all the courses
as all will enjoy the individual attention which the tutors can
give to small groups of students. There are 1, 2 and 4 and 6
day courses. Please ask for further details. We hope you will
find an opportunity to come to The Wye Valley Arts Centre
to enjoy our beautiful inspirational surroundings, the perfect
creative environment.
WINTER/SPRING 2020
Thursdays
Jan 16, 23,30
Feb 6,13,20, 27
March 5, 12, 19

SILVER JEWELLERY (10 classes)
£230 for 10 x 3hr sessions 1 – 4 pm
(Silver is not included)

Ann Skehel

Fridays
Jan 17, 24, 31
Feb 7, 14, 21, 28
March 6, 13, 20

PAINTING AND DRAWING (10 classes)
£220 for 10 x 3hr sessions, am or pm.
9.30am - 12.30pm and/or 1pm - 4pm.

Ann Hulme

Saturday
Jan 18, April 25

PLAY WITH CLAY FOR A DAY
£50 for 1 day workshop.
9.30am - 4pm

Val Welham

Tel: 01594 530214 Email: info@wyearts.co.uk Web: www.wyearts.co.uk
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NATURE NOTES: THE GREAT OUTDOORS by Moucher - John Josephi
Monday's Dog. Or --- Moucher on Impoochment.
At the time when The Dogs' Trust first chocolate to apricot. Eyebrows sprout
introduced its brilliant “A Dog is for Life” like potted plants on dogs' faces. It's
stickers I was told by a wicked friend a relief to meet a bog standard Black
that in S.E Asia they have an alternative Labrador, or even a demented terrier
version that runs thus: “A dog is for snarling on the end of its lead as it
Christmas, but if you're careful there grapples with its many personality
may be a bit left over for New Year.” disorders.
Convulsed, I reflected that Korean While I'm on it, there's one other trend
attitudes to dog ownership are possibly that probably merits a mention. It's the
no stranger than those of Hollywood, “Matched Pair” mode. If you've selected
where ageing film stars clutch pop-eyed a breed, why not get two of them at
canine travesties with hair do’s, dyes and once? Well, experience has told me I
bows, as evidence that Americans seem need to grow into animal companions on
to have promoted Man's Best Friend to a one-to-one basis. A pair of pups and
the rank of “Accessory”. What a relief a pair of new shoes are as chalk and
then to be living in good old Not-so- cheese. So if I'm ever tempted to lash
Great Britain!
out on a double, I will visit a Car Boot
And yet ….. I remember, as a 1950s
student, seeing a bearded gent striding
down the High Street, followed by two
giant Standard Poodles, off the
lead yet totally obedient. Clearly
a Classics Don from a minor
college, he forged his way down
the pavement, holding in front of
himself a Greek text. The book
could well have been upside
down. I wouldn't know. Like I said,
it was in Greek. The important thing is,
he was making A Statement!

I'm a bit concerned, as I meander
round the Parish, that the “Statement/
Accessory” mindset is rearing its ugly
head in this country. When I crawl along
Lower Road in 2nd gear what I observe
is not a pretty sight. Basic breeds have
been given the Designer treatment.
Smooth coated Pointers now appear in
shaggy overcoats. A rainbow selection
of colours seems to be on offer, from
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Sale to purchase a pair of Staffordshire
china dogs. Imagine that
effusive welcome from
the windowsill as I lug my
Tesco bags out of the car!
Someone asked me recently
what breed I would choose,
should the need arise.
“Staffie!” (not china) I
replied. “Why?!” she
gasped. “Because they're
so ugly and so friendly!”
The title of this rant is a doggy version
of the familiar rhyme “Monday's child is
fair of face.” I read it in The Field. The
last two lines go thus:
“ …....... Saturday's dog is inclined to fart.
But the dog that is born on the Sabbath
Day is waggy and licky and good
and gay.”
Who can ask for more?

WYEDEAN SCHOOL ADULT COMMUNITY LEARNING COURSES
WINTER TERM 2020
AT THE ASSEMBLY ROOMS, EAST STREET
Painting and Drawing - Suitable for beginners to advanced. Starting with
some basic drawing, you will move on to develop your Watercolour and
Acrylic painting techniques. Bring your own materials/advice at first session.
Start: 20 Jan. Length: 9 wks. Mon: 2-4 Cost: £80
Painting and Drawing Day Workshop - Suitable for all levels. You know
what it’s like, just as you get going, it’s almost time to stop! This is a chance
to get to grips with the subject - flowers are recommended; or if the weather
permits we may work outdoors. Bring lunch and your own materials. Drinks
are available. Tues.18 Feb.10am-2pm. Cost: £25
Brush Up Your Basic French - This course is suitable for those who wish to
improve their French and consider themselves as ‘rusty’ beginners. The main
aim is to increase confidence in conversation situations and to extend length
of conversations. Start: 27 Jan. Length: 8 wks. Mon: 10-11.30 Cost: £70
Spanish for Absolute Beginners - On this fun course, delivered by a native
speaker, the emphasis will be on speaking at a basic level covering a range
of topics useful for holidays and everyday predictable scenarios, with many
games and interactive role-play. Start: 27 Jan Length: 8 wks Mon: 2-3.30
Cost: £70
AT ST BRIAVELS PAVILION, COLEFORD ROAD
Italian Beginners Year 2 - This course is suitable for students who have done
a previous term or for those who studied Italian years ago and need to refresh
their knowledge of the language. It will cover topics such as restaurant,
directions, verbs, using fun/games/role play in a relaxed atmosphere, together
with an insight into the Italian culture and, why not, also a bit of slang? Start:
20 Jan Length: 8 wks. Mon:10.30-12.30 Cost: £80
Italian Advanced - This course is suitable for students who have studied
Italian for 3/4 years or who have a qualification at AS level. The course
will consolidate grammar structures whilst introducing new grammar rules.
Conversation will be at the centre of the course, together with other activities.
Italian magazines and newspapers; real life listening; movies and recipes will
be used during the course. Start: 20 Jan Length: 8 wks. Mon: 12.45-2.45
Cost: £80
For further information, ring: 01291 625340 (Term Time) Or visit the
website: www.wyedean.gloucs.sch.uk. Go to ‘Community’, ‘Adult Learning’,
‘Courses available’ and download the Spring Term 2020 brochure
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NEWS FROM 1st ST BRIAVELS BEAVERS, CUBS AND SCOUTS
LOOKING FORWARD TO A NEW DECADE OF SCOUTING IN THE VILLAGE!
Our Scout Group is quite literally putting down roots in St Briavels following
our Cub pack’s torchlight bulb planting session late last year. We can’t wait to
see lots of lovely daffodils outside the Pavilion this spring.
Now that we’re fully settled in the village, we’re starting to look ahead and
plan for the long-term. The children have given us some exciting ideas about
the activities they’d like us to focus on. Consequently, we have a (rather long!)
wish list of equipment that will help us offer wonderful opportunities to the girls
and boys across all our sections: from art supplies and camping gear which
we need to purchase as soon as possible, to canoes and fire pits which will
enable us to bring a bit more adventure to our sessions.
We’ll be running various fundraising activities and events through the year, as
well as applying for grants. In the meantime, we’d like to say a very big thank
you to St Briavels Parish Council for kindly awarding us a £1,000 grant to get
us started with some of the most urgent items on our list.
Wishing you all a very happy and healthy 2020!
Emma-Jayne Williams, 1st St Briavels Group Scout Leader
For more information about joining or volunteering with Beavers, Cubs or Scouts,
please contact me on stbriavelsscoutgroup@outlook.com or 07807 068296.
MEETINGS
All sections will start up again w/c 6 Jan.

NEWS FROM THE CASTLE
A very HAPPY NEW YEAR to you all from the
YHA Castle team. Welcome to 2020!
Project 90 – YHA is 90 years old in 2020. If you are
unaware, we are a leading charity that supports young people (under
26), whether they come as guests, day visitors or by joining our team
(on work experience or as an employee). YHA values all its team, so we
do not differentiate our rates of pay depending on your age. This is just
one reason that YHA is a fantastic employment opportunity for young
people. Check out our history at www.yha.org.uk
As part of the 90th Birthday celebration we will be doing a range of
activities and challenges to help raise money towards our 2020 mission
to fund 900 young people's experiences (90 under-26s from each of
our 10 regions in YHA England & Wales). We hope you will join us and
support this fantastic celebration.
2020 Recruitment – we are now looking to fill our 2020 team and will
be running a recruitment event on February 12th. We welcome you to
send/drop in your CV in advance of this event. We are looking to fill
a range of seasonal positions; from activity leaders to housekeeping/
catering roles, with weekend and weekday shifts available.
Did you know … our American cousins have a range of special days
they celebrate in January … the 1st is National Hangover Day, the 4th
is National Spaghetti Day and the 14th is Dress Up Your Pet Day …
there are many more … check them out on Google! Not sure they will
catch on here (but love the pug dressed as Yoda for the 14th).
Linda Harrison, Manager

ST BRIAVELS LOCAL PRODUCE MARKET

Saturday 11th January
The Pavilion 10-12.30 pm
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THERE’S ALWAYS SOME GOOD NEWS…

BROCKWEIR EVENTS AT MACKENZIE HALL
SPRING PROGRAMME. MACKENZIE HALL, BROCKWEIR NP16 7NW
FRIDAY 28th FEBRUARY 2020. TEARS OF LAUGHTER*
www.mayorandjames.com
A return of this popular duo for a riot of
off the cuff wit, dazzling musicianship
and musical variety, from folk, blues and
swing to classical showstoppers. Simon
Mayor is ‘"..one of the world’s great
mandolinists" (BBC Radio 3) as well as
a superb guitarist and swing fiddler . He’s

also very funny. "One of Britain’s finest
voices" (BBC Radio 4), Hilary James,
his partner also plays the amazing
mandobass, guitar and the occasional
bluegrass banjo. "Sheer Musical
Brilliance." BBC WORLD SERVICE.

SATURDAY 28th MARCH 2020. GADARENE*
www.gadarenemusic.com
Gadarene are an energetic five piece
acoustic band that blend ancient and
obscure traditional English dance
tunes, virtuoso acoustic musicians and
electronica, transforming them into
intricate acoustic trance and alternative
modern dance hits. Drawing together

Folk, Pop, Rock, Funk, Reggae,
electronica and trance, Gadarene’s
selection of miniature masterpieces get
amazing audience reactions and fully
deserve the exposure given them by the
band. Expect to dance!

SATURDAY 25th APRIL 2020. THOSE MAGNIFICENT MEN*
www.foundrygroup.co.uk
The nail-biting side-splitting true story
of the first ever non-stop Atlantic flight.
To mark the centenary of this great
British first, the award-winning Foundry
Group return with Mitchell and Nixon’s
hit play about Alcock and Brown and
their daredevil dash across the Atlantic
to Ireland and world-wide fame. Marvel,
as two actors recreate the epic flight with

just cardboard, chairs and some left over
props. Starring David Mounfield (Count
Arthur Strong’s radio show) and Brian
Mitchell (The Ornate Johnsons-BBC4).
Strap yourselves in and cry ‘Chocks
Away’ for a night of thrills, spills, and
uproarious comedy. "Spiffing perfection"
DAILY TELEGRAPH.

Doors 7.30 Performance 8.00. Advance tickets £10 from Brockweir and
Hewelsfield Village Shop, brockweirevent@gmail.com or Adrian Birch on
01291 689812. £12 on the door. Refreshments available but BYO alcohol.
See also www.brockweirvillagehall.co.uk.
*Supported by Air in G.
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Adrian Birch

St. Briavels Wayfarers have now been clearing footpaths and bridleways around
the Parish for the past three years. It’s very pleasing that so many people have
complimented us on our work. A number of the routes tackled have not had any
attention for a long time. So it is good to hear, for instance, that someone has been
able to ride their horse along a particular bridleway for the first time in eight years!
We are a small band of dedicated volunteers. Since we began, 24 people have
worked on a total of 28 footpaths and bridleways, out of a total of 128. Having
cleared a route, it just needs to be trimmed in future years to keep it tidy and
useable (visible, even!). Some volunteers bring coffee to share at half time, with
cakes and biscuits also making a regular appearance to re-energise fading effort
… So while it is not all hard graft, a lot of serious work is put in by everybody who
comes, as can be seen by people who subsequently tread the route.
There is plenty more work to be done, including paths to be re-found and opened
up. We’d love more volunteers to come forward so that the work doesn’t just fall to
the usual few… What better way to wear off all the turkey and Christmas pudding
than by exercising at your own pace and doing something really useful at the
same time, as well as being part of a convivial group of fellow volunteers! If you
are interested, or if you know of a parish path that is blocked or overgrown, please
contact John Hurley on 01594 530890 or email: pjbbk1@gmail.com.
Here’s a word from one of our regular volunteers (and coffee providers!), Claire Nissel.
“Well, more of a plea really... Do come and join us! The group is a lot of fun and
very rewarding to be a part of. At the moment I’m the only ‘horse riding’ member
of the team. As most of the paths we work on are rights of way for horse riders, it
would be great to see more people from the horse fraternity giving a helping hand
to keep our precious off-road routes clear….”
John Hurley & Claire Nissel

COME TO THE WASSAIL
Join the celebrations
of the first year of the

community orchard
-- all welcome

St Briavels Playing Field, Sunday January 5 at 3pm
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BROCKWEIR, HEWELSFIELD & ST BRIAVELS GARDEN SOCIETY
GARDENING FOR WILDLIFE
Our 2020 meetings start on Friday 24 January with ‘Making a Wildlife Garden’, a
talk by Cheryl Cummings.
Cheryl is a garden designer with a special interest and expertise in gardening for
wildlife, as readers will know from her lively articles in Village News each month.
Supporting a diversity of wildlife in our gardens is a vital contribution to addressing
the global challenge of our changing climate and its often devastating effects.
Cheryl will look at good practice to support wild life in gardening, whatever the size
of your garden
7.30pm at Mackenzie Hall. All welcome. Visitors £5. Our full 2020 programme of
talks and events is now on our website.
INSPIRING THE NEXT GENERATION OF GARDENERS
We were delighted to welcome Alexia Naylor, parent and governor at St Briavels
School, as our speaker at our November meeting, the last of the year. We began
with our AGM, followed by mulled wine and mince pies, before settling down to
hear about the conception, design and development of the school’s entries in the
RHS Malvern School Gardens Competition in 2018 and 19. What a lot of work especially in the first year! They had vision, enthusiasm and ambition but had never
done anything like it before. Many parents gave up time at weekends to work with
their children on the complex structure of the garden, ‘Mushet's Special Steel - The
Forest Taking Back the Foundry’. Children from every year group contributed by
making and growing. Everyone was involved.
The 2019 garden, improved further on the Commended award of 2018 by
achieving the highest grade of Highly Commended. The less complex but equally
inspired design captured childhood “Moments” growing up in the Forest of Dean
and Wye Valley. It was impressive to see, not just the dedication of adults and
staff, but the involvement and enjoyment of so many of the children across the
school, and Alexia spoke movingly of the positive effect that involvement in the
projects had on particular children
Truly admirable and inspiring!

Christine Haines

Rather sceptically, I sent in my offering, and though I say so myself, they did look
rather good, They were taken on one of those rare but very beautiful hoar frost
mornings when my mundane winter brown garden had gone,
and instead of entering the fabled world of Narnia through the
fur coats in the back of the wardrobe, there it was right outside
the door. The magic was short lived, but as the frost melted and
the white patches receded under the edge of the tree canopy,
the birds arrived. Jackdaws, blackbirds, rooks, wood pigeons and
a robin pecked through piles of leaves and loose turf for any tasty
worms, grubs or beetles brought to the surface by the thaw; and gold
finches and blue tits decided it was time to visit the teasel heads I had
left standing through the borders ready for just such an occasion. I do hope they all
remember to come back for the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch later this month.
As expected, my phone is not ringing off the hook with new enquiries, but I can
see what they meant about winter, especially when it makes my garden look
like Narnia.
Cheryl Cummings
WHAT TO DO THIS MONTH
Last January, I commented on the mild but rather wet weather we’d been having.
‘Rather wet’ has a good claim to be the understatement of the year this autumn!
Apart from a brief cold snap in November, it seems to have rained non-stop, though
we have been fortunate compared to some parts of the country. If your soil has
taken a hammering from so much rain, plan to protect it better this year. Keep
disturbance to an absolute minimum by not digging; mulch with compost, bark or
well-rotted manure; let autumn leaves decompose quietly on your borders; avoid
gaps between plants (obviously, vegetables need sufficient space to grow). By the
time you read this, the shortest day will have passed, although the end of winter
will still be a good way off. Keep warm indoors and plan for the growing season;
when the weather is right, there is plenty to do as you wait for Spring.
● Get ready for seed sowing - check and clean your propagator, pots and
seed trays
● Prune dormant trees and shrubs towards the end of the month. Spring
flowering shrubs should be pruned after flowering
● You can plant bareroot shrubs and roses, if the soil is not waterlogged or frozen

IN MY GARDEN

● Prune open ground pear and apple trees

Narnia! I was recently asked to supply some photographs for the professional body
I belong to, the Society of Garden Designers. The powers that be had decided we
needed to make the public aware that mid winter is a really good time to think more
about our gardens. What? Really?

● Recycle your Christmas tree – you might like to consider a growing tree next
year or even a more sustainable alternative
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Find more detailed guidance and full reports on our website: wyegarden.com
Christine Haines
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NEWS FROM THE BROCKWEIR VILLAGE SHOP
It has been amazing how many of you have stepped up to the
plate and given your time and energy to the village shop to keep
it running so well this year. Thank you.
We are anticipating a
good financial surplus
this year, which will
sustain us as we plan
investments for the future. Our building
and much of our equipment is now
over 15 years old and some work and
replacement is essential to keep the shop
and café in good order.
We received a number of very highquality applications for the Volunteer
and Retail co-ordinators roles and the
first interviews took place a few days
before Christmas. By the time you read
this we hope to have made offers to the
successful applicants.
Our Shop Group has looked at where
everything is displayed. Many items are

now grouped together for effectiveness
rather than scattering.
Many of you in the immediate area of
the shop will have received a market
research survey. Please fill it in, as it will
help us to decide the future direction for
the shop.
New suppliers: we are getting pies from
Plenty Pies in Nailsworth; Lodge Farm
Frozen meals made in Ross and Wye;
and also Two Farmers’ crisps, made near
Ross. The crisps are in bags, which they
say will compost in 6 months, so that
would be worth an experiment!
We would like to take this opportunity to
wish you all a very Happy New Year
Peter Stickland

NEW YEAR HOLIDAY OPENING HOURS
Sunday 29th December

10.00 – 3.30

Monday 30th December

8.30 – 3.30

Tues 31 Dec, New Year's Eve

8.30 – 3.30

Wed 1 Jan, New Year's Day

10.00 – 3.30

Thurs 2nd Jan

8.30 – 6.00

ART IN THE CAFÉ
The New Year Begins! 7th January - 9th February 2020
(Note: The Chris Williams’ photographic exhibition continues into the first week of January)
Artizan Editions
Artizan Editions was formed in 1994
by specialist printer and technician
Sally Gimson, who saw a need for an
accomplished, accessible and expert
workshop able to advise, promote, guide
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and collaborate with established artists
in the production of high quality and
affordable ‘serigraphs’ (screen prints).
The studio quickly gained a widespread
reputation for creative collaborations

with leading artists, including the
internationally acclaimed painter Bridget
Riley, whose colour combinations
lent themselves naturally to the crisp,
visually strident and colourful medium of
screen print. Sally Gimson, the master
printmaker, is definite in her preference
for craftsmanship, authenticity of medium
and uniqueness of expression. A mutually
fruitful accord between the creative,
conceptual and technical aspects that go
to make a clear and convincing screen
print is at the heart of all Artizan Editions
prints. Sally herself is a descendant
of Ernest Gimson of the Arts & Crafts
movement. She describes the sacrosanct
collaboration between the artist and the
technician as “like a sort of alchemy”, and
out of this winning combination, comes

the magical moment when a pristine and
resolved image is created. The studio is
one of the very few workshops that work
in direct collaboration with artists, who
often come to stay for weeks at a time to
work on new pieces.
Artizan Editions moved their studio
from Hove to the Forest of Dean in
2014 and now have a wonderful space
to accommodate larger scale work and
visiting artists. (Not open to the public.)
During January, we will be showing and
selling a small range of original prints
made by Artizan Editions, some of which
are no longer available from their website.
Jacqui Trefgarne
(Extract taken from the history of Artizan
Editions written by Peter Davies.)

ADVERTISEMENTS.
HEALTH AND WELLNESS: Therapeutic treatment support for those living with
and beyond cancer. Experienced and fully qualified Reflexologist and Massage
Therapist. Call: Claire Day 0781 306 4996
MINDFULNESS COURSES IN THE FOREST OF DEAN & WYE VALLEY
Enhancing resilience & well-being through mindfulness. Courses for adults, children,
teenagers, schools & teachers. 8 week courses, taster days, refresher sessions &
retreat days. Contact Diana 07952 548040. www.mindfulnessforestandwye.co.uk
FLASH WINDOW CLEANING – Domestic & Commercial Window Cleaning. 10
Years Experience. Internal & External Windows can be cleaned. Contact Jordan for
a Quote. 07803 791485 / f-w-c@workmail.com Fully Insured / CRB Checked
HELP AT HOME / HOLIDAY LETS – Experienced and Qualified Support. Over
ten years of experience with many references. Domestic help, Meal preparation,
Shopping, Admin, Computer help. Contact Julia 07503219105
SAMANTHA'S HOUSEHOLD SERVICES – Locally based: Domestic cleaning,
Family catering, Laundry service, Dog walking/sitting, Shopping, Assistance to and
from appointments, Holiday house watch and more. Call Samantha 07885 529038
or email samanthalou822@gmail.com
CHIMKNEE SWEEPS – Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps member. HETAS approved
sweep, Fully Qualified. Fully insured. Certificates issued. Clean and dust free. Bird
Nests removal. Stove Maintenance. Call Jordan on 0
 7498 310712 or 0
 1594 832820
Advertisements continued on next page...
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ADVERTISEMENTS continued.
MATHS TUITION – Year 6 to University Undergraduate including SATs,
GCSE, BTEC and A level. Highly experienced Mathematician and tutor.
Contact: Dr Mark Mitchelmore (MSc, PhD, CMath, MIMA) on 07555 200143 or
mark.mitchelmore@yahoo.co.uk (references available)
MOBILE FOOT CLINIC – Hannah Davies, SAC Dip RFHP. Fully Qualified and
Registered. Nail Trimming, Thickened Nails, Fungal Nails, Corns, Callus, Cracked Heels,
Ingrown Toenails, Diabetic Care. For an appointment please telephone 07493 054585.
HAVE YOUR DOG GROOMED AT HOME, NO STRESS - Fully fitted vehicle.
City & Guilds Qualified Dog Groomer. First Aider. Ultrasonic dental cleaning, nail
clipping, bathing, drying, hand stripping, clipping, de-shedding. Tel: 07787 896615
LOCAL HANDYMAN - honest and hardworking. Home and garden, repairs and
maintenance, painting and decorating. For free estimates and advice please call
Chris on (01594) 531225
PROPERTY ENHANCEMENT – Painting, Decorating, Repairs and Maintenance,
Tiling, Plumbing. Any job you feel you cannot do. Please call us. Ray James: 07789
743405 Jan Jones: 07766 756941.
SIVANANDA-STYLE HATHA YOGA DROP-IN CLASSES at Llandogo Village Hall
on Saturdays 10-11.30am (£7) (term-time only). Beginners welcome! Any questions
please get in touch with Claudia (ClaudsYoga@gmail.com, 07810 735686).
YOGA @ ST BRIAVELS ASSEMBLY ROOMS with Ali Rose – 'create space in
body, breath and mind'. Tuesday mornings, Thursday evenings & once a month
Saturdays. .www.yogawithalirose.co.uk for details / 07883 678629
ADULT TAP FOR FUN – 7 – 8pm improvers/intermediates. New beginner classes
start in January. Moravian Church Hall. Call Deborah 07801 479269.
ENJOY LEARNING MUSIC with John Hurley, CT ABRSM. Tuition given for piano,
electronic keyboard, saxophone, clarinet, music theory and aural. Beginners & restarters
welcome. Exams optional. Enhanced DBS certificate. St.Briavels 01594 530890.

THE STORY BEHIND THIS MONTH’S COVER PHOTO
St Mary the Virgin Church in St Briavels dates from the 11th century, with
architecture dating from Norman times – it has a unique Norman font – to
Victorian. The organ was built to the design of that in Liverpool Cathedral and
installed by Ernest Bryson, a composer and organist who retired to St Briavels.
The tower houses a peal of eight bells.
As a Millennium project the Lady Chapel was carpeted and enclosed to provide
a Sunday School area and meeting room, the vestry was improved, the North
door re-opened to allow disabled access and toilet facilities installed.
The church has very good acoustics, and is used as a concert venue by
Wye Valley Music.
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www.villagemag.co.uk

The February issue deadline is midday on Tuesday 21st January
(Adverts and boxed events to be submitted the Friday before)
Editorial: all contributions should be sent to: editors@villagemag.co.uk, or contact any of the
Committee Members:

Christine Haines
Carolyn Norman
Babs Bergdahl

01594 531050
01291 689418
01594 530623

David Rees
Hilary Lee
Joyce McKay

01594 530443
01291 689326
01291 689910

Layout/typing/adverts: Christine Haines & John French; Collation: Sally Secrett; Treasurer:
Joyce McKay
Views expressed within ‘Village News’ are those of individual contributors, and are not
necessarily those of the magazine or its committee members. We reserve the right to
amend, edit or refuse any articles.
Advertising: all requests should be sent to: advertising@villagemag.co.uk
Classified: 3-line adverts £3 per month – Display: 1⁄4 page adverts (A7) £5 monthly,
minimum of 3 months. Advertising subject to availability and adverts must be paid for before
printing. All cheques payable to: Village News.
Magazine subscriptions: take out an annual subscription for £3.60 by calling Sally Secrett on
01594 530539, email: subscriptions@villagemag.co.uk

OUR PARISH CHURCHES

St Mary the Virgin, St Briavels and St Mary Magdalene, Hewelsfield
Priest in Charge:
Ordained Local Minister:
Licensed Lay Reader:
Churchwardens: St Briavels
Churchwardens: Hewelsfield
Hon. Secretary: St Briavels
Hon. Secretary: Hewelsfield
Hon. Treasurer: St Briavels
Hon. Treasurer: Hewelsfield
Organists:

Electoral Roll Officer: St Briavels
Electoral Roll Officer: Hewelsfield
St Briavels Congregational Church
Brockweir Moravian Church

David Treharne
David Rees
Mandy Vaughan
Jerry Maltman
Martin Pagnamenta
Gary Lewis
Pauline Siddons
Jean Sheraton
Pearl Bradney
Roger Clewett
David Wedel
Martin Pagnamenta
Louise Greening
Jane Benson
David Rees
Marion Harrison
Pastor: Matt Rees,
Rev Patsy Holdsworth

01291 760034
01594 530443
01594 530844
01594 530799
01594 531151
01594 833020
01594 530524
01594 531096
01594 531075
01291 680436
01594 530633
01594 531151
01594 530421
01291 689703
01594 530443
01594 530264
01594 530098
0117 9078994
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TO BOOK OUR VILLAGE ROOMS

Assembly Rooms, St Briavels
Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir
Pavilion/Playing Field, St Briavels
School Hall, St Briavels
The Loft, Village Shop, Brockweir

Karen Cockfield
Laura Beddis
Jill Skidmore
School Office

01594 530950
01291 689604
01594 530035
01594 530428
01291 689995

DOCTORS’ SURGERIES

WYE VALLEY PRACTICE
St Briavels Surgery (including out of hours)
Trellech Surgery (including out of hours)
WYEDEAN PRACTICE
Tintern Surgery (including out of hours)

01594 530334
01600 860302
01291 689355

USEFUL WEB ADDRESSES
Brockweir & Hewelsfield Parish
Council
Brockweir, Hewelsfield & St Briavels
Garden Society
Brockweir Village Shop
Brockweir Youth Club
Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir
Parish Grasslands Project
St Briavels Assembly Rooms
St Briavels on Facebook
St Briavels Parish Council
St Briavels School
The Loft at Brockweir
Wye Valley Music

www.hewelsfieldandbrockweirpc.org
www.wyegarden.com
www.bandhvillageshop.co.uk
www.brockweiryouthclub.co.uk
www.brockweirvillagehall.co.uk
www.parishgrasslandsproject.org.uk
www.st-briavels.com
www.facebook.com/StBriavelsWatch
www.stbriavels-pc.gov.uk
www.stbriavelsprimaryschool.co.uk
www.theloftatbrockweir.co.uk
www.wyevalleymusic.org.uk

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
POLICE (non emergency calls)
(UK dialling only)
101
Police Community Support Officer
Pete Timmins
01452 753804
Email:peter.timmins@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH Field Officer (Chrissie Parkes)
01452 753784
ELECTRICITY
(Power cuts)
08006 783 105
GCC HIGHWAYS
(for potholes etc.)
08000 514 514
GRASS ROUTES BUS SERVICE
08000 858 015
MP (Forest of Dean):
Mark Harper
01594 823482
COUNTY COUNCILLOR (Sedbury)
Patrick Molyneux
01594 529174
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
Chris McFarling
01594 531225
(St Briavels, Hewelsfield & Brockweir, Alvington) chris.mcfarling@fdean.gov.uk
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PARISH COUNCILS:
St Briavels
Chair: Piers Chivers
01594 530552
Clerk: Kirsty Watkins stbriavelsclerk@outlook.com
Snow Warden: Glenys Walker
01594 530198
Footpaths: John Hurley
01594 530890
Hewelsfield & Brockweir
Chair: Adam Sinfield handbpcadam@outlook.com
01291 689213
Clerk: Lyn Skuse www.hewelsfieldandbrockweirpc.org
01291 680053
Footpaths: Mary Harris
01291 689668
ACTION4OURCARE
Pam Plummer
01594 530008
BADGER CULLING CONCERNS
Keith Childs
01291 689319
madgettsbadgers@gmail.com
B.A.D.S
Immy Lee
01291 689512
BROCKWEIR BOWLS CLUB
Bob Broughton
01594 530003
BROCKWEIR EVENTS
Adrian Birch
01291 689812
BROCKWEIR EVENTS SOCIAL TEAM
Cath Baker
01291 689331
BROCKWEIR TABLE TENNIS
Jean Green
01594 530955
BROCKWEIR VILLAGE SHOP
Peter Stickland
01594 530882
BROCKWEIR YOUTH CLUB
Barbara French
01291 689327
CHURCH BELL RINGING
Paul Bergdahl
01594 530623
COMMUNITY WELLBEING AGENT
Richard Skinner
01594 812447
(Village Agent)
07927 051328
GARDEN SOCIETY
John Gooder
01291 689979
HEWELSFIELD against Quarrying
Bob Brown
01594 530147
HISTORY GROUP
John Norman
01291 689418
HOBOS HEDGEHOG RESCUE
Rosie Bishop
01594 531439
MACKENZIE HALL TENNIS CLUB
Ayse Rugg
07766 719950
Rosalind Eaves
07854 676526
NOSH & NATTER
Pauline Siddons
01594 530524
PARISH GRASSLANDS PROJECT
Sally Secrett
01594 530539
PLAY AREA COMMITTEE
Sarah McLellan
01291 680092
ST BRIAVELS ASSEMBLY ROOMS
Karen Cockfield
01594 530950
ST BRIAVELS LITTER PICKERS
Paul Lounds
01594 530573
ST BRIAVELS LUNCHEON CLUB
Mary Perryman
01594 530505
ST BRIAVELS MOAT SOCIETY
Sue Davis
01594 531460
ST BRIAVELS PEOPLE’S CHOIR
Louise Greening
01594 530421
ST BRIAVELS EARLY YEARS
School Office
01594 530428
ST BRIAVELS SCHOOL headteacher
Sarah Helm
01594 530428
School bell ringing out of hours contacts: David Rees
01594 530443
Chris McFarling
01594 531225
ST BRIAVELS SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB
Sheila Brown
01594 530676
ST BRIAVELS W.I.
Betty Bennett
01291 680018
WATER EMERGENCY
0800 7834444
WILD BOAR / DEER problems:
Tim Hill
01452 830389
WILD BOAR / DEER problems
Barry Hutchinson
07773 332467
WYE VALLEY MUSIC
Keith Norman
01594 530419
WALKING FOR HEALTH
John Hurley
01594 530890
YHA
Linda Harrison
01594 530272
Emergency out of hours number 03006 660132
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J & H DAVIES

Building and
Landscaping
Services

Over 30 years experience
Based in St Briavels

An Iyengar Yoga practice

for any age, body & flexibility
Fridays 9.30-11am
Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir
www.wildwoodyoga.co.uk
kishe@wildwoodyoga.co.uk
07805 729893

Ace Accounts &
Bookkeeping Services Ltd

Tel: 01291 680296 Mobile: 07564 119856
Email: info@ace-accounts.org

Local, Family Run
Accountancy Services
❖ Our Services Include:
❖ Payroll
❖ Bookkeeping
❖ Personal Tax Returns
❖ Company Accounts/Corpora�on
Tax Returns
Based at the Brockweir Village Shop, using HMRC
‘Making Tax Digital’ approved so�ware.
We can help with all aspects of your business. For a
free no obliga�on quote please give us a call or drop
us an email
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Block Paving - Wooden and
Composite Decking - Pa�os Stonework - Brickwork - Hedge
and Grass Cu�ng - Fencing Extensions and Altera�ons Property Maintenance
For a free quota�on call 01594 531408
or email

billandben01@gmail.com

CONSULTANCY

PLANT SUPPLY
AND PLANTING
enquiries@hannahrickards.co.uk
www.hannahrickards.co.uk
www.hannahrickards.co.uk

PAINTING, DECORATING
& GARDEN SERVICES

Want to re-decorate a si�ng room
or have a garden that needs some
general maintenance but don’t
have the �me?...
... I can help!
PLUS… Do you have a
GARDEN MOLE PROBLEM?…
... I can sort that too!
Call me, Darren Nunn
07713 235352
or 01594 531240
Good prices. Local (The Fence near
St Briavels), reliable, efficient and
friendly service
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wasleydarren@gmail.com

LUKE'S

TREE & GARDEN SERVICE

Tree Surgery
Hedge Trimming
Grass Cutting
Strimming
Stump Grinding

Free Quotes on Enquiry
Tel: 01594 530341
Mobile: 07595 220696
Email: luke.allen2019@outlook.com
Fully qualified and insured
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bernhardt

Electrical
Do you have a problem
with your feet?

◉ Rewiring
◉ Additional sockets & lights
◉ All domestic work undertaken
◉ Part P registered

We can help with:
painful, thickened or unsightly nails,
corns, hard or cracked skin, verrucas,
pain in your feet, ankles or knees.

For reliable local service
and free estimates call Gary

Call: 01291 623193

Mobile: 07949 706111
Home: 01291 689363
bernhardtelec@gmail.com

A Z T E C H
FUEL SERVICES

EMERGENCY4X4DELIVERIES

Fast, Efficient
Local
Metered delivery
Tanks installed/removed

DOMESTIC HEATING OIL KEROSENE OIL - 28 Sec
RED DIESEL - 35 sec Heating Oils
AGRICULTURAL DIESEL
BACS and Cards accepted

Contact:
Rory: 07511 047056
rorykerosene1@outlook.com
Office: 01594 836120
Emergency AH: 07802 627880
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Email: hello@halluxpodiatry.co.uk
16A Moor St | Chepstow | NP16 5DB
www.halluxpodiatry.co.uk

