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Dear Friends
Have you ever wondered how February came to be called 
February? It comes from the Roman Februa, a feast of expiation 
and purification, celebrated on the 15th of the month. (The 
Romans thought odd dates were luckier than even ones.)
It is in this month, forty days after His Birth, that we celebrate the 
Presentation of the baby, Jesus, at the Temple in Jerusalem. As he 
was a first-born son, Mary and Joseph took him there to 'redeem' 
him and made an offering of 'two turtle-doves or two pigeons ' 
according to Jewish custom. It was in the Temple precincts that the 
two elderly and devout people, Simeon and Anna, acknowledged 
that this child was very special and would be the promised hope 
of Israel. He was 'the Light to lighten the Gentiles ' and from this 
arose the custom in Christianity of blessing and lighting candles, 
hence Candlemas. Candles always seem to be a sign of hope and 
happiness.
I can remember when I was very, very little singing with my cousin 
'Jesus bids us shine with a pure, clear light / Like a little candle 
burning in the night / You in your small corner and me in mine.' 
You may not think much of it. But when I tell you that our small 
corner was in an air-raid shelter, condensation running down the 
walls, the sound of bombs dropping nearby, and it was 1940, you 
will understand what symbols of hope we must have been to our 
parents and other adults. We did not understand their worries 
and fears but perhaps it was the thought of our future, and that of 
all other children, that kept people carrying on against all odds in 
those very dark days
No one can deny that we have been, and are, living through times 
of upheaval, with political, economic, environmental and spiritual 
concerns affecting all of us. The decisions and choices we make 
are not just for ourselves but for those who are to follow. Just as 
Simeon and Anna recognised the Christ-child as the hope for the 
future, so let us think of all our children and their children's children 
as our hope for the whole world. Whatever decisions we make, we 
are making for them as well.

 Margaret Cooling.
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St Mary the Virgin St Briavels & St Mary Magdalene Hewelsfield

All are most welcome to join us for worship, which is welcoming, relaxed and 
open to all. Join us to find what God’s love could mean for you.

The 26th of February is Ash Wednesday and the start of the season of Lent. 
Traditionally, Lent has been seen as a time for giving something up. However 
it can be a useful discipline to “take something on”, such as reading a Lenten 
book or missing a lunch once a week and making a donation to a charity.

Both Churches are open from 9.00am until 4.00pm for those who wish to look 
around or find a space for quiet and reflection. More can be found on our 
website www.stbandhchurches.org.uk which gives up to date information. For 
a wedding, baptism or blessing, or to request healing or other prayer, please 
contact me David (OLM) david.rees17@btinternet.com or 01594 530443 or 
our Reader, Mandy Vaughan - 01594 530844. I usually work Sunday, Monday 
afternoon, Tuesday and mornings on Wednesday and Thursday and am 
available anytime for urgent requests.

FEBRUARY SERVICES AT ST BRIAVELS & HEWELSFIELD

ST BRIAVELS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

In a world so full of uncertainty and sorrow, we meet to share good news of 
hope and joy. We’d love for you to join us. We’re conscious that many people 
in our community face all kinds of struggles; if you would like us to help you or 
pray for you, please get in touch.

Every Sunday we hold our 10am Morning Service and 6pm Evening Service. 
Our morning service is a family service when we have a “Sunday Club” for 
young children. You would be very welcome to join us.

On Sunday 3rd February, we hold Food for Thought, our joint service held 
with the parish church in the school. We are considering a question that arose 
at a previous meeting: “How can we reconcile forgiveness and justice?”

We meet for Bible Study and prayer every Thursday (8pm in my home) and 
Tuesday (10:15am in the chapel).

There will be no Coffee Morning in February. Normal service will be 
resumed on March 5th, 10am

If you would like to know more about us or if we can help you then please 
get in touch. You can also visit our website where many of our messages are 
available for download: www.stbriavelscongregational.org.uk

Matt Rees, Pastor

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, ST BRIAVELS
SUNDAY 2nd

8.30am BCP Communion
9.30am Service of the Word
SUNDAY 9th

9.30am All Age Eucharist Rev Barry Coker
SUNDAY 16th

8.30am BCP Communion Rev. D Treharne9.30am All Age Eucharist
SUNDAY 23rd

9.30am All Age Eucharist Rev. Dr. T Clammer
SUNDAY 1st March
8.30am BCP Communion Rev. T. Jones9.30am Service of the Word
MIDWEEK AT ST BRIAVELS
4th Tues 9.00am Morning Prayer
5th Weds 10.30am Communion
6th Thurs 9.00am Morning Prayer
11th Tues 9.00am Morning Prayer
13th Thurs 9.00am Morning Prayer
18th Tues 9.00am Morning Prayer
19th Weds 10.30am Communion
20th Thurs 9.00am Morning Prayer
25th Tues 9.00am Morning Prayer

26th Ash Wed 10.30am Communion & Imposition of Ashes
27th Thurs 9.00am Morning Prayer
3rd March Tues 9.00am Morning Prayer
4th Weds 10.30am Communion
5th Thurs 9.00am Morning Prayer

ST MARY MAGDALENE, HEWELSFIELD & BROCKWEIR
SUNDAY 2nd

11.00am Morning Worship
SUNDAY 9th

11.00am Family Communion Rev. B Coker
SUNDAY 16th

11.00am Family Communion Rev. D Treharne
SUNDAY 23rd

11.00am Family Communion Rev. Dr. T Clammer
SUNDAY 1st March
11.00am Morning Worship

http://www.stbandhchurches.org.uk/
mailto:david.rees17@btinternet.com
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BROCKWEIR MORAVIAN CHURCH
Church Services for February 2020
Sun 2 Feb 6.00pm Rev Patsy Holdsworth (Holy Communion)

Sun 9 Feb 6:00pm Mandy Vaughan

Sun 16 Feb 6.00pm Rev Patsy Holdsworth

Sun 23 Feb 6.00pm Malcolm Otten

Sun 1 Mar 6.00pm Unity Prayer Day Service (led by the congregation)

REGULAR MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES
Tap Dancing – 7 - 8pm improvers/intermediates. New beginner classes 
start in January. Please contact Deborah Stock on 07801 479269, email 
deborahstock@aol.com for more information.
Table Tennis – 2.15 - 4.00 pm – Tuesdays & Thursdays in the School Room. 
Players of all abilities always welcome – for more information contact Jean 
Green on 01594 530955.
Charity Lunch – 12 noon in the Sunday School Room on 1st Thurs of the 
month. Thurs 6th Feb in aid of Emmaus.
FUN BINGO – on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. Eyes Down @ 7.00 p.m. 
£3 per book, plus a donation for refreshments, Maximum prize £5. All proceeds 
to the Church Building Repair Fund.
Book Group – Please contact Heather Armstrong (01291 689326) for details.
Brockweir & Hewelsfield History Group – Normally on the 2nd Thursday of 
the month at 7.30 pm in the Sunday School. No meeting in February.
Food Bank Collection – Donations for the foodbank may be brought to 
services, charity lunches etc or left in the church porch at any time. We 
welcome your gifts of tinned and dried food, and also toiletries.
Ecumenical Welcome
 

Because we are the only church offering regular public worship in 
the village of Brockweir, we invite all Christians in the local 
community to play as full a part as they are able [allowing for any 
continued commitments to their own denomination] in the life and 

fellowship of this congregation. We invite those of all Christian traditions, and 
those having no particular denominational affiliation, to worship and to share in 
Holy Communion with us, and to share in the ministry and mission of the 
Church in this area.

Minister: Rev Patsy Holdsworth, 35 Quarry Way, Emersons Green,
Bristol, BS16 7BN, Tel: 0117 907 8994 email: 
Patsy.holdsworth@moravian.org.uk
Please note that Patsy’s day off is normally on a Tuesday. Please try to 
only contact her in an emergency on that day.

Church Committee
Jean Green 01594 530955 Judith Ashton 01291 689572
Carol Ostler 01291 689675 Sue Groves 01291 689804
Sr Mary Harris 01291 689668 Philip Ashton 01291 689572

FOREST OF DEAN QUAKER MEETING

We meet for Worship every Sunday at 10.30am in Staunton Village 
Hall (near Coleford). There is a car park behind the hall. Contact 
me for more information.

Jen Cothier 01594 530348

YOUR
VILLAGE NEWS
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION FOR 2020
IS NOW DUE
Thank you to those who have paid up already; 
for others, please pay your distributor £3.60 
in cash. If you want to pay by BACS into the 
Village News account, please email and we can 
give you details. Thanks a lot.

subscriptions@villagemag.co.uk

mailto:deborahstock@aol.com
mailto:subscriptions@villagemag.co.uk
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MAURICE HARRISON

It was with great sadness that we learned of the death of Maurice 
Harrison in December 2019.

Maurice was a founder member of our Brockweir and Hewelsfield Local 
History Group and led its formation for the Millennium in 1999/2000. He 
was, until the last few years, a stalwart of the group and his enthusiasm 
for the history of our area was never ending, and this was reflected in not 
only the talks that Maurice himself gave but also those talks and sessions 
he introduced from other local historians and speakers.

He was very instrumental in the arrangements and celebrations that 
were held for the 100th anniversary of the opening of Brockweir Bridge, 
a subject close to his heart. His research was extensive, which showed 
with the publication in 2005 of his now much sought after book, “High 
and Dry Over the Wye” or the “Trauma that was the building of Brockweir 
Bridge”. The research for that book alone led him to the Gloucestershire, 
Monmouthshire and Glamorgan County Council Record Offices, the 
House of Lords Records Office, the National Maritime Museums of 
Greenwich and Falmouth and other archive sources, including the local 
papers of the time. His appetite for thorough research didn’t end with 
the publication of his book, as Maurice was still researching in the hope 
that he could one day write a complete and full history of Brockweir and 
Hewelsfield, “from stone age man to modern day”.

Never at a loss for an historical topic to discuss, Maurice will be missed 
and we thank him for all the knowledge, humour and friendship he 
brought to all of us over many years.

John Norman
(Brockweir & Hewelsfield Local History Group)

HILDA KEEN, 25th May 1920 to 2nd January 2020

Hilda was born in May, 1920 at Birkenhead, Merseyside and grew up in 
Port Sunlight.

Walking, cycling, climbing and the Youth Hostel movement played a big 
part in her teenage and early adult years. She thought nothing of cycling 
the 80 miles to Harlech in North Wales on a Friday night after work, then 
walking and climbing in Snowdonia all weekend before cycling home!

She worked as a receptionist at Lever Brothers and then, at the start of the 
war, she went to Wolverhampton to be trained as an inspection engineer 
for Lancaster bomber undercarriages.

Hilda first met her husband-to-be Bert at Roman Bridge Youth Hostel near 
Bedgellert, and later they crossed paths on the Langdales in the Lake 
District. Bert was in the reserve Fleet Air Arm and was later to be called 
up. They married in 1944. While Bert was away, Hilda and her friend 
Doreen became Youth Hostel Wardens, at Machynlleth and Llanrwst in 
North Wales.

When Bert came home after VJ day he became an engineer, and his work 
took them to live in Stafford, Worcester, Droitwich and Lancaster, and 
overseas in Malta, Bahamas and North and Southern Ireland, and finally, 
Retford.

Bert died in 1978 and Hilda came to Brockweir, to be closer to Barbara 
and John and where she had old friends from her Youth Hostelling days, 
Hilda and Doug Sheddon (who lived at Stoney Creek, now Clouds Rest). 
After only about 6 weeks she got a job as a Youth Hostel Warden again, 
this time at Knighton, Mid Wales. She thoroughly enjoyed her 3 years there 
before finally coming back to Brockweir.

In spite of increasingly poor eyesight, Hilda still kept busy, looking after her 
grandchildren, playing in teams for the Bowls club, playing table tennis, 
walking in the Brecon Beacons, and making new friends in the village and 
with Monmouth Sight Impaired Club.

Hilda died on the 2nd January after a short illness. She kept her sense of 
humour and graciousness to the end, thanking the doctors and nurses and 
telling everyone how lucky she had been.

She lived at Sherwood with us for nearly 40 years and leaves a big gap in 
our lives, but also many happy memories.

Barbara, John, Ashley and Matthew French

PEGGY HENNING

Peggy Henning (Eyles) 84 lived on The Hudnalls, St Briavels for over 20 
years. She was a volunteer at Amnesty International in Monmouth for 
many years.

Peggy left St Briavels in 2015 and moved to Plymouth. She had failing 
health and died peacefully in a nursing home on 10th January. Her friends 
and neighbours will always remember Peggy with great affection.

Freda Gittos
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HEWELSFIELD AND BROCKWEIR PARISH COUNCIL
Summary minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 7th January 2020.
Present: Cllr. Fox, Cllr. Harris, Cllr Brundle, Cllr. Sinfield, Cllr. McFarling and 
the Parish Clerk.
Apologies for Absence - Cllr. Groves-Bond and Cllr. Haythornthwaite, due to illness.
Declaration of Interest - Cllrs. Harris and Sinfield declared pecuniary interests 
in Agenda Item A11 – Investigation into Sewage Discharging into the Rive Wye.
Finance - Payments agreed, and cheques signed:

Payee Service Amount
Lynda Skuse Clerk salary £271.00
AEB Price Strimming/Litter Picking/Clearance £210.00
Inland Revenue PAYE £34.80
TEEC Limited - Website Website Development £360.00
Ace Accounts Payroll £15.00
Forest Equipment Services Dog litter bins £66.84

Councillor Reports - Drains had been cleared and localised flooding 
alleviated. It was noted that large stones had been used to mark the entrance 
to a house on Mill Hill which blocked the pedestrian path. Erosion to highways 
in the parish had narrowed roads. Cllr. McFarling agreed to look into 
these issues.
District Councillor Report - Cllr. McFarling informed the meeting of the five 
key principles of the new Corporate Strategy. FODDC budget will be presented 
for approval at Full Council on 20th February at 7pm. The Local Development 
Plan continues to evolve. Groups are being formed to consider Climate 
Emergency action plans.
Clerk’s Report - It was agreed that the February meeting date be changed to 
Tuesday 11th February
Planning Applications - P1129/19/FUL – Land Adjacent to Gregory Farm, 
Brockweir NP16 7NG. Erection of 5 dwellings with associated gardens, 
landscaping, parking and works. Retention of existing Mill building as bat 
roost with any essential repairs required for safety. Opening up of culverted 
millstream.
Overall the developer had responded to previous concerns and the additional 
parking spaces to be offered to parishioners to purchase was welcomed. Still 
some areas to be addressed:

 ● The grouping of car park spaces is inappropriate within a conservation 
area/AONB.

 ● Suggested retractable parking bollards not appropriate for the area.
 ● Major concerns around flooding caused by surface water and run off. The 
site was flooded again at the end of October 2019.

The Clerk was asked to forward photographs of that event, together with the 

ST. BRIAVELS PARISH COUNCIL

There was a busy January meeting with the following key topics
 ● The 2020-2021 budget was set with a precept of £24000. This represents a 
decrease of 1%. The budget is available from the Clerk or from our website.

 ● The Council agreed to move our website to a new hosting company with a 
better, more modern interface. Any comments on proposed content for the 
website, over and above the agendas and minutes, are welcome.

 ● It was agreed to appoint a Litter picker after evaluating the applications 
for the contract. The Litter Picker will be responsible for some areas in the 
30mph zone within the village. All the applications were of a high standard 
and the Council thanks the applicants for their contributions.

Further input from members of the public at the meeting indicated there is an 
urgency to see improvements to the environs of the cemetery and graveyard. 
The Council resolved to appoint a Tree Surveyor to provide input on how best to 
manage the trees in and around the cemetery and graveyard. In the meantime, 
if you would like to contribute to a working party to do the “smaller jobs” around 
the church, please get in contact.

Next meeting – Monday, 10th February, 2020 at 7.00 p.m. in the Assembly 
Rooms, with planning applications available to view from 6.30 pm, and 
Councillors available for you to raise any issues you feel the PC may be able to 
resolve. Full minutes are available on the Parish Council website.

Kirstie Watkins. E-mail: stbriavelsclerk@outlook.com
Clerk, St. Briavels Parish Council. Website: www.stbriavels-pc.gov.uk.

report commissioned from Hydrogeo in response to a previous application, to 
FODDC Planning Dept, in addition to the comments raised.
FODDC Street Cleansing SLA - FODDC are undertaking a review of these 
contracts. The Clerk was asked to submit information requested.
Review of The Definitive Map of Footpaths through the parish - A meeting of 
the PROW group will be organised for 25th February. Details to follow.
Investigation into Sewage Discharging into the River Wye - As two 
councillors had declared pecuniary interests in this item, the meeting was not 
quorate for discussion. There will be a full discussion of this item at the next 
meeting.
Closure of Wire Works Bridge, Tintern - No update.
Review of Parish Plan 2020/21 - To be reviewed at the next meeting.

Next meeting Tuesday 11th February 2020, 7.00pm at The Loft, Village Shop

http://www.stbriavels-pc.gov.uk


10 11

LETTERS TO THE VILLAGE NEWS

HILDA KEEN

We always knew we were fortunate to live in a very caring community, but we 
were overwhelmed by the kindness and support shown to us during Hilda's 
illness and subsequent death.

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who attended my Mum's 
funeral on January 20th, who came to the reception afterwards, who helped us 
with catering and arrangements, or who sent good wishes and condolences. 
We were very touched by the show of affection for Hilda and support for John 
and myself.

Barbara French

NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

SOFT (Sharing our Faiths Together) MEETING 
SOFT meetings will be held in the Loft above the 
Village Shop on Wednesdays 5th & 19th February 
at 7.30pm.
We are a friendly, mixed faith group of people seeking to 
explore and understand the world around us. Our discussion 
topics range across a wide variety of subjects chosen by members in turn.
Anyone is welcome to just come and join in, or if you would like more information 
please contact: Carol Stickland – 01594 530882 or Sue Groves 01291 689804
There is no admission fee to meetings though we do request a contribution 
towards room rental and refreshment costs.

RIGHTS OF WAY MEETING
There will be a meeting on Tuesday 25 February, 7pm at The Loft, Brockweir 
Village Shop.
Every one is very welcome.

Mary Harris

HEWELSFIELD CHURCHYARD TIDY UP DAYS – CAN YOU HELP?

If you have a few hours to spare to help strim, mow, cut back ivy and brambles 
or weed the rose beds, we would love to see you.

If you are able to join us from 10am - 12.30pm on any of the following dates: 
March 14th, April 18th, May 16th, June 20th, July 18th, August 15th, September 
19th and October 17th - we will be very grateful for your help. Thank you.

Mandy Vaughan. 01594 530844
BANK HOLIDAY COFFEE MORNING

Just a quick note about the next Coffee Morning on Easter Monday (13th April) 
at The Pavilion, St Briavels. We would love to be able to reach the target of 
£100,000. To achieve this we need to make £1,400. So please could we ask 
that if anyone has any unwanted presents or bottles for the bottle stall, it would 
be appreciated. My porch door is always open.

I know Dad would be excited to think that we could reach this amount and 
beyond. So please put this date in your diary and come and join us for a cup of 
tea and a chat. If anyone is able to help that would be great.

So please don't forget, and let us make 2020 a special year. Thanks to 
everyone who has helped us to get this far. We cannot do it without you.

Adele, Tessa and family

ST BRIAVELS LUNCH CLUB - NOTICE

It is with regret that we have had to close St Briavels Lunch Club

Bill Whight

NOSH & NATTER

As is traditional, we began the year in the Village Shop with Alison providing us 
with wonderful cakes even though she must still have been suffering from jet 
lag when she had to make them! It was lovely to see so many ladies braving 
the wet weather to attend, and to be able to welcome two new members who 
we hope will become regulars at our get-togethers. After a busy Christmas 
and New Year it was nice to get back to relaxing and enjoying the company of 
good friends. We continue our traditional start to the year by meeting at Judy 
Craven’s house, Harthill Cottage, Sandy Lane, for Curry lunch from 12.30 – 
2pm on Tuesday 11th February.

All ladies are welcome to our sociable group. So if you need more information 
contact me on 01594 530524 or email siddonspauline@aol.com. Or just turn up 
at the meeting!

Pauline Siddons

An Opportunity to live on The Fence
Sue and Keith Norman are selling their 18th century stone cottage on The 
Fence, below St Briavels, which is known for its favourable micro-climate and 
super views.

Wye View is the top cottage on the hillside, with 3 bedrooms, 3 reception rooms, 
a detached studio/conservatory and half an acre of gardens. Expressions of 
interest to 01594 530419.

News and Activities continued on next page

mailto:siddonspauline@aol.com
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ST. BRIAVELS PEOPLE’S CHOIR

The St. Briavels People’s Choir is a community choir of mixed voices. We meet 
on a Sunday evening from 7 ‘til 9 in the Assembly Rooms. The yearly rehearsal 
pattern is from September to December, followed by a Winter/Christmas concert, 
and then February to May, followed by a Spring concert.

We cover a wide variety of musical styles…traditional part/folk songs, light popular, 
musical theatre, inspirational, etc. Reading music is not essential, although several 
of our members do read, and we do use music. There are no auditions, and all 
the music is taught at the rehearsals. We are a very sociable group of people and 
enjoy the tea break at every rehearsal, giving everyone a chance to chat! We also 
have a social/party after each concert!

There is a termly fee payable in advance to cover the hall hire cost.

The first rehearsal this year is Sunday February 23rd, and if you are interested you 
would be most welcome to come along and join us. For any more information or 
enquiries, please contact Louise & Meurig Greening on 01594 530421.

Louise Greening

LORD CHARLES DENTON ALMSHOUSES

Two raised bed gardens have become available at the Almshouses. If interested, 
please contact Marie Bird on 01594 530905.

NEWS FROM THE PANTRY
To help us make sure that we’re getting it right for all of our customers here at The 
Pantry, we’re about to launch a mini survey to find out what other stock lines you 
may like us to carry in 2020. Forms will be available in the shop, but we’ll also 
be featuring it on our Facebook page @thepantrystbriavels, and we’ll be looking 
forward to your responses. As ever, we are determined to make sure that The 
Pantry has a range of choices to suit all budgets, and we’ll be interested to find out 
whether you think our price-marked range represents good value for money.

In other news, our introduction of a small range of wines, beers, ciders and spirits 
as been met with seemingly universal joy! We’re planning on extending the stock to 
include organic, vegetarian and vegan wines, together with more local ciders and 
beers, and will hopefully host a couple of tasting sessions at some point in the next 
few months. Naturally, for anybody who has taken up the Dry January challenge 
(and perhaps extended it to include February and beyond), we stock a wide range 
of non-alcoholic alternatives!

Hope to see you all in the shop very soon, and don’t forget, spring is just around 
the corner, but in the meantime, if it does snow, we will endeavour to supply all the 
bread and milk you’ll need!

John and Diana

WYE VALLEY MUSIC (ST BRIAVELS MUSIC SOCIETY)

Our next concert will be the annual showcase for students 
from the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama.
Sunday 15th March at 3.00pm in St Briavels Church.

For some years now, soloists and small 
ensembles of outstanding performers 
from the college have presented a 
varied programme of music in St Briavels 
Church. Standards are always incredibly 
high and one cannot but be impressed 
by the dedication of these young people, 
many of whom are clearly destined for 
successful careers as stars of the future. 
Details of the programme will be included 
in next month’s Village News – but don’t 

forget to put the date in your diary!
Meanwhile, in February, our friends in 
Wye Valley Chamber Music, present 
their Winter Festival 2020 with a 
tempting series of concerts in Hereford 
(February15th), Monmouth (20th & 
23rd) and their base at Treown (16th & 
22nd). Full details of all the concerts and 
performers are on their website

Wye Valley Music in Schools

For many years, Wye Valley Music has 
placed a strong emphasis on encouraging 
young artists. As time passes, two factors 
are becoming increasingly obvious – one 
is that funding for music in schools is 
being continually eroded and the other 
is that the benefits of music in society at 
large are becoming increasingly apparent. 
We were therefore delighted when a year 
ago we were invited by the Lark Trust, a 
Bristol-based philanthropic trust, to apply 
for funds to allow us to take our music 
into schools. We were awarded a grant 
of £4,000, which has enabled us to put 
on music workshops and performances. 
Groups of artists - in one case a string 
quartet, in another a brass duo and 
thirdly a pianist - have demonstrated their 
instruments and explained how they play 
them. By July 2020 we will have reached 
close to a thousand children in 9 local 
primary schools. These performances by 
professional musicians have been very 
well received by children and staff and 
we are now planning more of them in 

the Forest of Dean and Wye Valley. We 
are also hopeful that we can arrange for 
aspiring music teachers to develop their 
skills by conducting similar workshops.
Further ahead we would like to be able 
to introduce ourselves to more schools 
and extend our programme over a wider 
area, having due regard to the musical 
activity that already happens in some 
of the schools and the work of other 
organisations that are active in this field. 
If anyone has contacts in schools where 
they believe what we have to offer would 
be well received, we would be delighted 
to hear from them.
We are trying to broaden our funding 
base for this programme, hoping not only 
to receive another grant from Lark Trust 
this year, but to ask our members and 
others, individuals and local companies, 
to contribute, so we can ensure that 
this programme not only grows but is 
sustainable in future years.

Mike Haines/ Martin Fenn-Smith
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DEADWOOD THINKING

The Australian wildfires are doing double the damage to our natural 
environment. Not only are the burnt trees unable to breathe in carbon dioxide 
and store the carbon in their stems; in their combustion they give up all 
their carbon stores back to the atmosphere to warm the planet, creating the 
temperatures which will burn more trees and so on. This feedback loop is 
certainly not one to fuel further.

We talk about trees as though they are carbon neutral, assuming we plant as 
much as we burn. In fact, we aren't; we continue to burn more wood than we 
grow, depleting the carbon storage potential that could save our lives.

Closer to home, it saddens me when I note that someone has felled and 
removed two perfectly good, old oak trees from the Children's Forest School 
site at the top of Cockshoot Hill, off Lower Road in St Briavels. I know this is 
common land and we have our rights as always to this 'free' wood, but with 
rights come responsibilities. With the climate crisis hitting us today, we need 
the wherewithal to think twice before wielding the chainsaw and destroying 
the very potential for saving our lives that trees present us with.

At the same time we need to keep ourselves warm and I, like many others, 
use a wood burning stove in the winter, so I'm as much to blame. Better 
insulation of our houses will certainly reduce demand, and those millions of 
new trees to be planted as promised in those party manifestos can but help 
our predicament.

Chris McFarling. chrismcfarling@phonecoop.coop

BAKE OFF and 
CLIMATE CHANGE LAUNCH
Bring a cake and help 
save the planet

Full details on 
page 16

Mackenzie Hall,
Saturday,
February 1st, 4 pm

Special appearance by 
Bjorn the Polar Bear

“Volunteering Is The Ultimate Exercise In Democracy. 
You Vote In Elections Once A Year, But When You 
Volunteer, You Vote Every Day About The Kind Of 

Community You Want To Live In.”
We are so fortunate to have such wonderful friends and neighbours 
who put their heart where their home is, rolling up their sleeves and 
demonstrating in practical terms how much they care, by ‘putting back’. 
Did you know that the recently restored Assembly Rooms are run as a charity by the 
community, for the community, having recently been saved from dereliction by local 
volunteers? Their collective contribution, in so many different ways, all counted towards 
the overall £350k transformation into the prestigious venue we have at our disposal 
today. However, this requires on-going support.
Our dedicated team continue to assist whenever they can, but time has come to call 
on others to help them out, to make ‘light-work’ for all. It doesn’t need to be a big or 
regular commitment, from just a few hours helping with the community café once a 
month, or going on the back-up list for ad-hoc cover. Perhaps an occasional hour or 
two to help out with a one-off event in the kitchen or bar, or at the Produce Market, 
might suit you? Simply making a few sandwiches or soup for the walking/Cream Tea 
events, or baking a cake now and again to sell in the café, would be much appreciated, 
to take the strain from the other volunteers. Plus, it’s fun and a great way to meet new 
people – or just catch up!
If you think you can help in any way, or would like to join our committee, then please 
drop in to our café (every Tuesday & Thursday afternoon from 1.30pm) and give your 
details to one of our lovely team. A committee member will then be in touch to discuss 
what you would like to do! Otherwise please speak to any of the trustees who are 
advertised on the noticeboard outside, or contact Karen 01594 530950. You can also 
email: volunteers@st-briavels.com. Many thanks!

The St. Briavels Assembly Rooms Committee.

Mindfulness in March
A short 4-week course for participants to experience mindfulness 

and establish mindfulness meditation in their daily lives. Based on the 8-week 
Mindfulness for Life course, participants will explore many aspects of mindfulness 
meditation and how, with regular practice, this can bring us more joy and vitality.

Monday evening 7-9pm. Cost: £80.
Venue: within the St Briavels area (TBC).

Please call Diana on 07952 548040
website: mindfulnessforestandwye.co.uk

mailto:chrismcfarling@phonecoop.coop
http://mindfulnessforestandwye.co.uk/
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ST BRIAVELS WI

UPDATE FOR JANUARY 2020

Unfortunately, due to the poor weather, we had to cancel 
the candlelit event organised in December in support of 
the campaign to end violence against women. Although 
we consider ourselves as hardy souls, the weather was too extreme even for 
us! Although the event was cancelled, we hope that it has raised the profile of 
domestic violence in the local community and that women who are experiencing 
domestic violence will be encouraged to seek support.

At our January meeting, to celebrate the New Year we had mulled wine and 
homemade shortbread. We welcomed one new member and some potential new 
members. This month’s speaker was Lisa Bennett from Chase Farm who gave an 
excellent talk about the development of Chase Milk and their new venture making 
ice cream. This gave Members an interesting insight into the life and processes 
involved in producing local milk. Lisa concluded her presentation with a taster 
of Chase ice cream and members were able to give their opinion on the vanilla, 
chocolate, and raspberry ripple varieties. It was agreed that this was a most 
interesting talk from a good presenter, and that buying local is a really good option.

One of our members, Mary Perryman, has retired from running the Lunch Club 
after 12 years. She was commended for all her hard work. Unfortunately, they have 
been unable to find a volunteer to take over from Mary; so the lunch club is closed 
with immediate effect.

We have arranged the yearly programme of monthly coffee events and agreed 
several lunch events during the next 12 months. We had our coffee meeting on 
Thursday 30th January 2.30 pm at the Community Café in the Assembly Rooms.

We have also decided to start a craft group, which will be held at the Community 
Café. The group will be an opportunity for people to come together to make crafts, 
share skills and socialise. The group started on Thursday 30th January, 2.30 to 
4.30 pm and will be held every 2 weeks. The group is open to everyone in the 
community, so please come and join us.

We have decided again to enter a walking float in the Village Carnival. In 
recognition of the VE Day 75th anniversary, which is in May, we have agreed to 
have a 1940s theme. We always welcome members of the community to join us, 
so you will have plenty of notice to start putting your costume together!

Next month’s speakers are from Jamie’s Farm at Monmouth, which provides inner 
city children the opportunity to experience rural/farming life. St Briavels WI meets 
on the 3rd Wednesday in the month at 7.30pm in the Pavilion .New members are 
always welcome

Sue Smith

PARISH GRASSLANDS PROJECT

The Big Community Bake Off and Climate Change Initiative

If you haven't heard about it already, you'll need to be quick. But 
on Saturday February 1st we're holding a great double event at 
the Mackenzie Hall from 4 till 6 pm: the big community Bake 

Off, coupled with the launch of our local Climate Change Initiative. All welcome, 
young, old, especially families and children. There is no charge for entry, but we 
would like you to bake a cake and bring it along – don't worry, you can still come 
without a cake. There will be four categories in the Bake Off competition: best 
looking cake, best tasting, best free-from (as in gluten-free or dairy-free) and 
most outrageous.

But the Bake Off is just one aspect of Saturday's event. We will also be 
introducing our Climate Change Initiative. The Parish Grasslands Project has 
been in operation for nearly 20 years. We began as a pioneering meadow 
conservation organisation, and many other local meadow groups have followed 
our lead. At the same time we have expanded our area of interest to include all 
local environmental matters. So it seemed logical to try to address the biggest 
environmental issue of our time: climate change. How can we, residents of two 
rural parishes, take action to combat the greatest challenge facing the planet?

We recognised that this was too great a task for the PGP to tackle on its own 
so we have been working with a group of interested local people to put together 
some ideas. So far we have divided things into five groups we are calling 
hubs: Food, Transport, Energy, Land Use, and Stuff (the last includes waste, 
consumption, recycling). At the meeting we will explain the current plans for each 
hub and invite you to sign up to support one or more of the hubs. Of course we 
don't pretend that we have all the answers, and we're hoping that after joining 
the hubs you will bring forward your own ideas of how they can develop. We will 
run the meeting rather like a fair, so that people can move around the individual 
tables for each hub, asking questions and (we hope) signing up to be involved.

After that we will have a special treat, especially for children: an appearance by 
Bjorn the Polar Bear (check him out on YouTube). As you may have heard in the 
news, his home in the Arctic is threatened by climate change. He will help with 
judging the Bake Off competition, and later we'll all have some cake and a drink 
and there will be a chance to network. So come to the meeting: we'll have some 
fun but also make a start on the serious business of tackling climate change.

Finally, the wassail at the community orchard on January 5 was a great 
success, with over 30 attending. A big thank you to Keith Orchard who pruned 
our six young trees. We're hoping all of that will lead to a successful year at the 
orchard.

Mike Topp
www.parishgrasslandsproject.org.uk
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BROCKWEIR YOUTH CLUB – the club meets during term time. For further 
information please ring 01291 689 327 or visit: www.brockweiryouthclub.co.uk.
MINDFULNESS MEDITATION GROUP First Wednesday of the month, 7-9 pm. 
All welcome. Please call Diana on 07952 548040 for new venue details.
SOFT MEETING. On two Weds each month. 7.30pm. The Loft above 
Village Shop.

Thursdays
COURTYARD CAFE: (in the Assembly Rooms, 1:30 - 4:30) with home-made 
cakes, free range eggs, hairdresser, book library (borrow or buy), notice boards, 
CAB every 1st Thursday of the month
CRAFT GROUP: meets fortnightly 2.30-4.30 Assembly Rooms, St Briavels
SCOUTS: (10½-14 year olds). 6.00-8.00pm. St Briavels Pavillion. Emma-Jayne, 
07807 068296, stbriavelsscoutgroup@outlook.com
MIXED CIRCUITS CLASS: 6:30pm at Mackenzie Hall
YOGA WITH ALI ROSE: 7- 8:30pm, Assembly Rooms. 07883 678629 simplyalirose@
yahoo.co.uk.
ZUMBA WITH JO, 'Zumba Strong', St Briavels School Hall, 8.15pm - 9.15pm
ST BRIAVELS WALKING GROUP – monthly walks. John Hurley 01594 530890

Fridays
TEA AND TOTS: 9:30-11.00am – term time only, Assembly Rooms, St Briavels. 
For more information please visit our Facebook page: St Briavels Tea and Tots.
IYENGAR YOGA – 9.30-11am at Mackenzie Hall. www.wildwoodyoga.co.uk or 
call/message Kishe Redwood 07805 729893

UNDER 5s PLAY CLUB – 11am - 1pm at the Pavilion.

BOARD GAMES CAFÉ – Last Friday of the month, 7-10pm at the Assembly 
Rooms, St Briavels

Saturdays
YOGA WITH ALI ROSE: Once a month, last Saturday of month, 9.30-11.00am 
Assembly Rooms, St Briavels. 07883 678629.simplyalirose@yahoo.co.uk
ZUMBA WITH JO, 'Toning', St Briavels School Hall, 9.00 - 10am.

Sundays
ST BRIAVELS PEOPLE’S CHOIR meets at 7 pm at the Assembly Rooms every week.

ST BRIAVELS SCHOOL TERM DATES: 2020
Spring Term 7 Jan - 14 Feb / 25 Feb - 3 April
Summer Term 20 April - 22 May / 1 June - 17 July

DIARY DATES – weekly/regular activities

Mondays
ZUMBA TONING WITH JO: 9:15-10:15am – Mackenzie Hall Brockweir.
CUB SCOUTS: (8-10½ year olds). 6.00-7.30pm. St Briavels Pavillion. Emma-
Jayne, 07807 068296, stbriavelsscoutgroup@outlook.com.
ADULT TAP FOR FUN: 6.45 - 7.45 improvers+ / Intermediates; 7.45 - 8.45 
Beginners. Moravian Church Hall. Call Deborah: 07801 479269.
TABLE TENNIS: 7.30 - 9pm (except 2nd Monday of the month). Assembly 
Rooms. St. Briavels. No need to book, all levels welcome. Good exercise and 
great fun. tabletennis@st-briavels.com.

Tuesdays
YOGA WITH ALI ROSE: 9:30-11am. Assembly Rooms, St Briavels. 
07883 678629.simplyalirose@yahoo.co.uk
COURTYARD CAFE: (in the Assembly Rooms, 1:30 - 4:30) with home-made cakes, 
free range eggs, hairdresser, book library (borrow or buy), PCSO monthly, notice boards. 
Community Wellbeing Agent 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 2-4pm
ST. BRIAVELS "WALKING for HEALTH" walk every Tuesday for approx. 1 
hour. Starts 2pm, Assembly Rooms, St. Briavels. Call John for more info – 
01594 530890.
KNITTERS GROUP meets every Tuesday, 3.00 - 4. 30 at St Briavels Assembly 
rooms. For info contact Claire@nissel.co.uk
BEAVERS COLONY 4.45 – 5.45pm. St Briavels Pavillion
BEGINNERS UKULELE GROUP 6 - 7pm at St Briavels Pavillion. 
Contact: Janice 01594 530188. janicelightly@gmail.com.
www.facebook.com/groups/351866028735856/
OPEN MIC and New Wye Valley Acoustic Music Club at the Rose & Crown, Tintern, 
every first Tuesday of the month. For more info call Adrian on 01291 689812.
ZUMBA GOLD WITH JO at 7-8pm St Briavels School Hall
ZUMBA WITH JO at 8:15-9:15pm, Fitness, St Briavels School Hall

Wednesdays
ECSTATIC DANCING 9.45 am -11.30 pm Mackenzie Hall
FRIENDLY ART GROUP Most Wednesdays, 10am-1pm Assembly Rooms. Call 
Ann Kilminster on 07980 978348.
PILATES: 2-3pm. Assembly Rooms, St Briavels. For info call: 01291 627243 / 
07787 193302.
BROCKWEIR BOWLS CLUB: 2-4pm Wednesdays, Mackenzie Hall. For more 
information call Bob Broughton 01594 530003.
BEAVER SCOUTS: (5¾-8 year olds). 5.00-6.00pm. St Briavels Pavillion. Emma-
Jayne, 07807 068296, stbriavelsscoutgroup@outlook.com.

http://wildwoodyoga.co.uk/
mailto:Claire@nissel.co.uk
mailto:janicelightly@gmail.com
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DIARY DATES FOR FEBRUARY
1 Sat Climate Action & Cake 4pm Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir
1 Sat Quiz Night 7 for 

7.30pm
Assembly Rooms, St 
Briavels

4 Tue Community Wellbeing Agent 
in Courtyard Café

2-4pm Assembly Rooms, St 
Briavels

5 Weds SOFT meeting 7.30pm The Loft, Village Shop, 
Brockweir

6 Thurs Charity Soup Lunch 12noon Moravian Schoolroom
6 Thurs St Briavels Walking Group 1pm Meet at St Briavels Ch.
8 Sat Produce Market 10am-

12.30pm
St Briavels Pavilion

10 Mon St Briavels PC meeting (planning 
applications and councillors 
available from 6.30pm)

7pm Assembly Rooms, St 
Briavels

11 Tues Nosh & Natter: Curry Lunch 12.30-2pm Harthill Cottage, Sandy Lane
11 Tues Hewelsfield & Brockweir PC 

meeting
7pm The Loft, Village Shop, 

Brockweir
12 Weds Bingo 7pm Moravian School 

Rooms, Brockweir
12 Weds YHA recruitment event St Briavels Castle
13 Thurs Walk & Talk Group 2pm Meet at Hewelsfield Ch,
13 Thurs Craft Group 2.30-

4.30pm
Assembly Rooms, St 
Briavels

18 Tues St Briavels Senior Citizens Club 12.30pm Orepool, Sling
18 Tue Community Wellbeing Agent 

in Courtyard Café
2-4pm Assembly Rooms, St 

Briavels
19 Weds St Briavels WI: Jamie’s Farm 7.30pm St Briavels Pavilion
19 Weds SOFT meeting 7.30pm The Loft, Village Shop
22 Sat Reunion: 1970s & 80s Scouts 7 for 7.30pm St Briavels Pavilion
23 Sun St Briavels Peoples’ Choir: 

Rehearsal begin
7-9pm Assembly Rooms, St 

Briavels
25 Tues Meeting: Rights of Way 7pm The Loft, Brockweir 

Village Shop
25 Tues St Briavels Playing Fields 

AGM - All welcome
7.30pm St Briavels Pavilion

27 Thurs Walk & Talk Group 2pm Meet at Hewelsfield Ch.
27 Thurs Craft Group 2.30-

4.30pm
Assembly Rooms, St 
Briavels

28 Fri Garden Society: ‘Confessions 
of a Plantaholic’

7.30pm The Loft, Brockweir 
Village Shop

28 Fri Brockweir Events: Tears of Laughter 7.30 for 8pm Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir
28 Fri Board Games Café 7-10pm Assembly Rooms, St 

Briavels
29 Sat Golden Thread Playback 

Theatre: Borders
2pm-4pm Mackenzie Hall, 

Brockweir
ADVANCE DATES
5 Mar Coffee Morning 10am Congregational Church, 

St Briavels 
6 Mar "The Next BIG Quiz" quiz night. 7pm for 7.30 Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir
14 Mar Churchyard Tidy-Up morning 10-12.30 Hewelsfield Church
15 Mar Wye Valley Music: RWCMD 

Students
3pm St Briavels Church

27 Mar Garden Society: Spring Bloom 
& Bulb Show

7.30pm Mackenzie Hall, 
Brockweir

28 Mar Brockweir Events: Gadarene 7.30 for 8pm Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir
13 Apr Bank Holiday Coffee Morning 10am St Briavels Pavilion
18 Apr Churchyard Tidy-Up morning 10-12.30 Hewelsfield Church

ST BRIAVELS LOCAL PRODUCE MARKET

Saturday 1st February

The Pavilion 10-12.30 pm
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WYEDEAN SCHOOL ADULT COMMUNITY LEARNING COURSES

WINTER TERM 2020 - PLACES STILL AVAILABLE

AT THE ASSEMBLY ROOMS, EAST STREET

Painting and Drawing - Suitable for beginners to advanced. Starting with 
some basic drawing, you will move on to develop your Watercolour and 
Acrylic painting techniques. Bring your own materials/advice at first session. 
Start: 20 Jan. Length: 9 wks. Mon: 2-4 Cost: £80

Painting and Drawing Day Workshop - Suitable for all levels. You know 
what it’s like, just as you get going, it’s almost time to stop! This is a chance 
to get to grips with the subject - flowers are recommended; or if the weather 
permits we may work outdoors. Bring lunch and your own materials. Drinks 
are available. Tues.18 Feb.10am-2pm. Cost: £25

Brush Up Your Basic French - This course is suitable for those who wish to 
improve their French and consider themselves as ‘rusty’ beginners. The main 
aim is to increase confidence in conversation situations and to extend length 
of conversations. Start: 27 Jan. Length: 8 wks. Mon: 10-11.30 Cost: £70

Spanish for Absolute Beginners - On this fun course, delivered by a native 
speaker, the emphasis will be on speaking at a basic level covering a range 
of topics useful for holidays and everyday predictable scenarios, with many 
games and interactive role-play. Start: 27 Jan Length: 8 wks Mon: 2-3.30 
Cost: £70

AT ST BRIAVELS PAVILION, COLEFORD ROAD

Italian Beginners Year 2 - This course is suitable for students who have done 
a previous term or for those who studied Italian years ago and need to refresh 
their knowledge of the language. It will cover topics such as restaurant, 
directions, verbs, using fun/games/role play in a relaxed atmosphere, together 
with an insight into the Italian culture and, why not, also a bit of slang? Start: 
20 Jan Length: 8 wks. Mon:10.30-12.30 Cost: £80

Italian Advanced - This course is suitable for students who have studied 
Italian for 3/4 years or who have a qualification at AS level. The course 
will consolidate grammar structures whilst introducing new grammar rules. 
Conversation will be at the centre of the course, together with other activities. 
Italian magazines and newspapers; real life listening; movies and recipes will 
be used during the course. Start: 20 Jan Length: 8 wks. Mon: 12.45-2.45 
Cost: £80

For further information, ring: 01291 625340 (Term Time) Or visit the 
website: www.wyedean.gloucs.sch.uk. Go to ‘Community’, ‘Adult Learning’, 
‘Courses available’ and download the Spring Term 2020 brochure

NATURE NOTES: THE GREAT OUTDOORS by Moucher - John Josephi

OOPS!

Burghers of St Briavels! OYEZ! OYEZ! 
I do hereby proclaim an apology from 
Moucher!
In last month's V.N. I casually referred 
to “bog standard Black Labradors”, 
well knowing that a BOG STANDARD 
Labrador of any hue simply does not 
exist. Result? A seismic howl of protest 
from across the Common, registering 2.0 
on the Richter scale. So here comes my 
apology, lest the Great and Good of St 
B's rise up, set me in the stocks below the 
Castle, and pelt me with stuff, (the sort 
that comes in small plastic bags).
The paths of righteousness: Two weeks 
ago, I spent a Sunday afternoon with our 
own esteemed Tzar of All the Byways 
and his intrepid cohort of Pathfinders 
as they hacked into (sic) a bridleway 
in a desolate corner of Hewelsfield 
Common. As we sawed and clipped I 
found myself wondering about the rights 
and responsibilities of those who use 
our Public Rights of Way and of 
the adjacent landowners. I 
remembered attending, two 
years ago, a seminar on just 
this topic, at the Brockweir 
Shop, addressed by officers 
from Glos Highways and Glos 
Constabulary, whose answers to 
various questions (if I remember 
rightly) were as follows:
Footpaths: Q. Who is entitled to use 
them? A: Walkers only. “Barred” includes 
cyclists and all bigger wheels. Also, 
importantly, horses ridden or otherwise.
Restricted Byways: (a sort of Bridleway 
that's grown up, not a rare medical 
condition. They come with a label, or 
signpost) Welcome are all pedestrians. 

Also cyclists, horses, pony-and trap 
drivers, as well as agricultural machinery 
for access to adjacent land. Barred: Cars, 
motor bykes, quad bykes, other than 
agricultural.
Landowners: Responsible for clearing 
hedges and fallen trees which block 
access. Just try telling them!
Dog walkers / livestock: The cast iron 
rule is Dogs on Leads! Sheep worrying 
is a horrible business. You should 
remember that a farmer may legally shoot 
your guilty dog, and that you may find 
yourself in court paying a small fine, as 
well as compensating the farmer for his 
loss . I've been there.
Bulls and PRW's: A curiosity. A farmer 
may legally keep a bull in a field with a 
PRW if that bull is of a beef breed, but if 
it is a dairy bull he may not. So, should 
you find yourself sprinting across a field 

pursued by an enraged bull, 
you may console yourself 
with the thought that, while 
the moment for detailed 
analysis is not now, yet, in a 
more tranquil moment, you 
should thumb through The 
Observer's Book of Cattle 
should you wish to issue 
a Writ. Probably from the 
branches of the nearest tree?

Definitive Map of PRW's: Glos 
Highways are in the process of collecting 
a definitive map to settle future Rights 
and Wrongs of access. If you know of a 
“grey area” path or bridleway and wish to 
register, the closing date is 2026.
So, Chop Chop everyone! “Ze clock, it is 
ticking!” Who was it said that?

http://www.wyedean.gloucs.sch.uk
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NEWS FROM THE CASTLE

As I write, we are experiencing the breathtaking beauty 
of clear blue skies, crisp days and frosty blankets in the 
valley. I wonder if we will have snow by the time of the next 

edition? No matter what the weather, we are open during the half term week 
in February (Sunday 16th to Thursday 20th). So if you are in the area, please 
do pop in and say hello, take a tour or just a welcome cuppa.

Dates for your diary - Easter Holiday fun (dates and details to be confirmed 
in the next edition); Shakespeare at the Castle on Saturday evening 11th 
July and Sunday afternoon 12th July; Heritage Open Weekend on Saturday 
12th and Sunday 13th September.

As mentioned previously, 2020 is the YHA 90th Birthday year (with the 
official birthday on Friday 10th April). So we will be looking from March to run 
fundraising and celebration events throughout the season, both at the Castle 
and at YHA hostels around England & Wales.

Recruitment - We are currently recruiting our 2020 season team and 
welcome you to email your interest to stbriavelsmanager@yha.org.uk or pop 
in with a CV or to chat about positions available. These cover a range of 
shifts (breakfast service, housekeeping & evening meal /reception, as well as 
school activities). We are open 7 days a week, so we are looking to recruit 
for both weekend and mid week shifts.

Linda Harrison, Manager

NEWS FROM 1st ST BRIAVELS BEAVERS, CUBS AND SCOUTS

REUNION: 1st ST BRIAVELS SCOUTS 1970s & 1980s

A Reunion of Cubs, Scouts and Rangers from the 1970s to 1980s has been 
arranged at The Pavilion, St Briavels on Saturday 22 February 2020. 7pm for 
7.30pm. Please spread the word.

Food will be provided. Partners and children welcomed. A contribution of £10 
per head for adults (children free) towards the cost of the buffet. Any funds left 
over will be donated to the current 1st St Briavels Scout Group. Please bring 
any photographs or memorabilia with you, mounted on to boards if possible 
with your name displayed.

If you intend coming, please 
contact Roger or Bette Baker on 
01594 842559 or 07836 263580 so 
we have some idea of numbers.

WYE VALLEY ARTS CENTRE, LLANDOGO
Beginners and improvers are very welcome on all the courses 
as all will enjoy the individual attention which the tutors can 
give to small groups of students. There are 1, 2 and 4 and 6 
day courses. Please ask for further details. We hope you will 
find an opportunity to come to The Wye Valley Arts Centre 
to enjoy our beautiful inspirational surroundings, the perfect 
creative environment.

WINTER/SPRING 2020

Thursdays 
Feb 6,13,20, 27 
March 5, 12, 19

SILVER JEWELLERY (10 classes)
£230 for 10 x 3hr sessions 1 – 4 pm 
(Silver is not included)

Ann Skehel

Fridays 
Feb 7, 14, 21, 28 
March 6, 13, 20

PAINTING AND DRAWING (10 classes)
£220 for 10 x 3hr sessions, am or pm.
9.30am - 12.30pm and/or 1pm - 4pm.

Ann Hulme

Saturday
April 25

PLAY WITH CLAY FOR A DAY
£50 for 1 day workshop.
9.30am - 4pm

Val Welham

Tel: 01594 530214 Email: info@wyearts.co.uk Web: www.wyearts.co.uk

BATTLE OF THE BRAINS

QUIZ NIGHT
SAT 01st FEB

St. Briavels Assembly Rooms 
7pm for 7.30pm Start

Bar / Supper / £8
YOU DON’T NEED TO BE A GENIUS; JUST UP FOR A 

FUN NIGHT!
Teams up to 6. Individuals who register can be 

allocated a team on arrival.
Usually a sell-out event, so please register NOW 

to guarantee your teams’ entry! 
CONTACT: 01594 530346 / quiz@st-briavels.com

mailto:stbriavelsmanager@yha.org.uk
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SPRING PROGRAMME. MACKENZIE HALL, BROCKWEIR NP16 7NW

FRIDAY 28th FEBRUARY 2020. TEARS OF LAUGHTER*
www.mayorandjames.com

A return of this popular duo for a riot of 
off the cuff wit, dazzling musicianship 
and musical variety, from folk, blues and 
swing to classical showstoppers. Simon 
Mayor is ‘"..one of the world’s great 
mandolinists" (BBC Radio 3) as well as 
a superb guitarist and swing fiddler . He’s 

also very funny. "One of Britain’s finest 
voices" (BBC Radio 4), Hilary James, 
his partner also plays the amazing 
mandobass, guitar and the occasional 
bluegrass banjo. "Sheer Musical 
Brilliance." BBC WORLD SERVICE.

SATURDAY 28th MARCH 2020. GADARENE*
www.gadarenemusic.com

Gadarene are an energetic five piece 
acoustic band that blend ancient and 
obscure traditional English dance 
tunes, virtuoso acoustic musicians and 
electronica, transforming them into 
intricate acoustic trance and alternative 
modern dance hits. Drawing together 

Folk, Pop, Rock, Funk, Reggae, 
electronica and trance, Gadarene’s 
selection of miniature masterpieces get 
amazing audience reactions and fully 
deserve the exposure given them by the 
band. Expect to dance!

SATURDAY 25th APRIL 2020. THOSE MAGNIFICENT MEN*
www.foundrygroup.co.uk

The nail-biting side-splitting true story 
of the first ever non-stop Atlantic flight. 
To mark the centenary of this great 
British first, the award-winning Foundry 
Group return with Mitchell and Nixon’s 
hit play about Alcock and Brown and 
their daredevil dash across the Atlantic 
to Ireland and world-wide fame. Marvel, 
as two actors recreate the epic flight with 

just cardboard, chairs and some left over 
props. Starring David Mounfield (Count 
Arthur Strong’s radio show) and Brian 
Mitchell (The Ornate Johnsons-BBC4). 
Strap yourselves in and cry ‘Chocks 
Away’ for a night of thrills, spills, and 
uproarious comedy. "Spiffing perfection" 
DAILY TELEGRAPH.

Doors 7.30 Performance 8.00. Advance tickets £10 from Brockweir and 
Hewelsfield Village Shop, brockweirevent@gmail.com or Adrian Birch on 
01291 689812. £12 on the door. Refreshments available but BYO alcohol. 
See also www.brockweirvillagehall.co.uk.

*Supported by Air in G.
Adrian Birch

BROCKWEIR EVENTS AT MACKENZIE HALL ACTION4OUR CARE - UPDATE
On 15 January 2020, Action4OurCare met with NHS England at their request to give them 
our feedback on whether the new cross-border arrangements are working since they were 
introduced a year ago. We believe that the main issue of patient choice has been resolved:

 ● The Referral Assessment Service is working well.
 ● It is efficient, and its staff are helpful and informative.
 ● Patients who are referred for secondary care are offered a choice of a NHS Wales 

pathway or a NHS England pathway.
 ● Those who opt to be treated in England are offered a choice of hospital and 

information on waiting times so that they can make an informed choice.
However, Action4OurCare are still concerned about the lack of progress in a number of 
areas that both NHS England and NHS Wales have been aware of for some time. We have 
asked for working parties to be set up with clear deadlines to ensure a quick resolution this 
year. Our concerns are:

 ● The administrative process of arranging specialist care which continues to delay 
a small number of patients’ treatment. This bureaucratic process needs to be 
simplified, agreed and added to the Cross-Border agreement.

 ● The trial of directing Urgent Cancer Referrals through the RAS has still not been 
completed and every Welsh Registered GP practice in the RAS needs to be able 
to use this.

 ● An NHS England email address needs to be allocated to Welsh registered GPs 
so that they can access securely test results and scans etc. This would make life 
much easier for everyone concerned.

 ● NHS Wales District Nurses are not trained to support cross border cancer patients 
when they need PICC lines removed and cleaned, whereas NHS England District 
Nurses are trained to do so. We understand that discussions are underway 
to undertake training so that cross border patients don’t have to travel long 
distances to Cheltenham. While waiting for this training to be put in place, we 
are asking for local NHS England district nurse services to be commissioned by 
Aneurin Bevan University Hospital Board.

We have made it clear that these arrangements must work for the patient as well as 
for the GPs and the administrators, especially if the funds are to continue to be made 
available to NHS Wales to commission our healthcare. Cross border English resident 
patients must have equal access and treatment outcomes equivalent to those of any other 
Gloucestershire resident patient.
Action4OurCare will be submitting a written feedback report to NHS England by the end of 
January 2020. Please contact us on action4ourcare@gmail.com if you would like a copy of 
our feedback report.
NHS England are also meeting Clinical Commissioning Groups, GPs, Practice 
Managers, our MP, Welsh Health Boards and the Welsh Government. NHS England 
will be publishing an Evaluation Report on Cross Border Healthcare arrangements at 
the end of March 2020, which will be available to the public. Thank you.

Pam Plummer, Chair for and on behalf of Action4OurCare

http://james.com/
http://www.gadarenemusic.com/
http://www.foundrygroup.co.uk/
mailto:brockweirevent@gmail.com
http://www.brockweirvillagehall.co.uk/
mailto:action4ourcare@gmail.com
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WHAT TO DO THIS MONTH
As last year, January started with mild weather – so mild, it felt like early March at times! 
The soil was remarkably warm. It was tempting to start on the weeding but I’m glad I 
restricted myself to tidying and pruning. With some proper winter weather arriving as I 
write, the ground is far better left undisturbed, even when weedy. Don’t be in too much of 
a hurry to get started on seed sowing in February, tempting as it is on mild, bright days. 
It’s easy to germinate seeds but they do need good light to grow strongly. Those sown 
late this month - or even early next - will do as well, or better. Meanwhile, when it’s not too 
cold and the soil is not frozen or waterlogged, there are jobs to be getting on with:

 ● Get vegetable beds ready: weed and mulch with well-rotted manure 
and/or compost

 ● Start chitting seed potatoes in cool, frost-free conditions – check them regularly
 ● Divide and replant early bulbs after they’ve flowered (‘in the green’)
 ● Wisterias need a hard prune. Cut the wispy shoots back to the buds
 ● Evergreen hedges and early flowering shrubs (after flowering) can be pruned
 ● Cut deciduous grasses down to ground level (but leave evergreen ones until 
they are in growth)

Christine Haines

BROCKWEIR, HEWELSFIELD & ST BRIAVELS GARDEN SOCIETY

CONFESSIONS OF A PLANTAHOLIC
We have had to change the date for our February meeting to Friday 28th, as 
Razvan Chisu, our speaker, can’t make the original date. The meeting will be in the 
Loft at the Brockweir Village Shop at the usual time of 7.30pm. Razvan describes 
himself as The Transylvanian Gardener, although he now lives near Crewe! After 
gaining a BSc and MSc in Horticulture he has worked with plants for the past 20 
years, starting as a technician in the Herbarium of the Botanical Garden in Cluj 
(Romania), then creating and managing gardens in Transylvania and in the UK.
He describes his talk as about ‘plants I wouldn’t be without! Collecting, propagating 
and growing plants can sometime be an obsession, if not a true addiction! While 
making light fun of myself and the things I do for plants, I will also talk about some 
of my favourites and must haves.’
Friday, 28 February. 7.30pm at the Loft, Brockweir Village Shop. All welcome. Visitors £5

IN MY GARDEN
‘The Spring Walk’ - When we first moved to the house we now live 
in, I was shown around the garden by the sister of the recently 
deceased former owner. She described different areas to me 
with understandable fondness. A narrow path almost engulfed by 
an old beech hedge on one side and a full to bursting raised bed 
on the other she told me was called the Spring Walk. It was early 
summer and the planting was lush and verdant but the ten-
metre push past the burgeoning hedge didn’t seem to me at 
the time to warrant such a grand title.
The raised bed kept its secret through that first year until 
the following February, when I began to clear away the old 
Hellebore leaves and found beneath their new nodding bells of 
flower wide sheets of emerging snowdrops and crocuses, tiny deep 
pink and purple violets, tight packed clusters of Pulmonaria flowers 
nestling among their silver spangled cabbage like leaves and an 
incredibly beautiful, pale blue wood anemone, Anemone nemorosa 
‘Robinsoniana’.
This time of year, when the wind howls around our garden on the hill, the big old 
beech hedge gives the raised bed just the shelter it needs for the earliest flowers 
to flourish and shine. It’s taken my breath away every spring and had it not already 
had a name I’m sure I would have given it an even more ostentatious one.

Cheryl Cummings

See our website www.wyegarden.com for our full programme, meeting reports, 
garden advice and more

GARDEN SOCIETY SPRING BULB & BLOOM COMPETITION
FRIDAY 27 MARCH, 7.30pm. Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir
In March, as well as a speaker, we have a Spring bulb and bloom competition. It’s 
always a very pretty affair, not really competitive but a real show of Spring flowers. 
Everyone is welcome to take part whether a member of the Garden Society or not – 
non members will have to pay a small entry fee to attend the meeting. Just bring along 
your entries on the night in time to set them up before the meeting starts at 7.30pm. 
Doors open from 7pm.
There will be 10 classes, which are:

1. 5 single daffodils
2. 5 double daffodils
3. 5 multihead daffodils
4. 5 miniature daffodils
5. A pot of Spring flowering bulbs
6. 1 stem of a flowering shrub
7. 5 different Spring blooms
8. 3 heads of hellebore, floating on water, 1 or more variety
9. A pot of Spring flowers, eg primula, snowdrop, pansy
10. A novelty or something of interest, eg a flower out of season or an 

unusual bloom
Only one entry per person per class is allowed. Certificates are awarded for 1st 
2nd and 3rd in class, and a Cup is given for the Judge’s favourite exhibit.

Sally Secrett

http://www.wyegarden.com
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works hung during the year and you are 
sure to get personal feedback, especially 
from the café volunteers who have quite 
become critical experts after so much art 
exposure.... and a good number of people 
even buy Art with their coffee!
We welcome your application - and if 

you or your subject matters is local, 
all the better. Just Do It! ..... Apply 
now! You can pick up an application 
form at the shop counter or email 
Jacqui Trefgarne (co-ordinator) on 
info@newleafgallery.co.uk

NEWS FROM THE BROCKWEIR VILLAGE SHOP

Early reports say our sales in the last few weeks of 2019 
were higher than in 2018.

This is good news, as 
it confirms the value of 
the shop and café to our 
community. Thank you 
to everyone who made 

this possible – all of our volunteers, staff, 
suppliers and customers.
The other important news is that Kris 
joined in mid January as the Volunteer 
Coordinator. This is a new role to look 
after all of our volunteers and staff. Kris 
grew up in the local area and currently 
lives in the Forest of Dean with his 
girlfriend and their 2 dogs. We have also 

expanded Alan’s role on a temporary 
basis to cover the Retail Coordinator 
position advertised last year.
There have been quite a few changes in 
the shop in the past few weeks. The stock 
is rearranged to group items together and 
we have replaced the old chest freezers 
with upright ones. This investment will 
make it easier to display stock properly. 
No more digging around in the chest 
freezer to find the salmon! It should also 
reduce energy consumption, as they are 
more efficient.

Peter Stickland

ART IN THE CAFÉ New exhibition on the Cafe walls:
SUSAN HILTON

10th February until 22nd March
Artist Susan Hilton recently relocated to 
Monmouthshire from Kent. Trained at Sir 
John Cass, Wimbledon and Maidstone 
Colleges of Art, Susan has sold paintings 
at many venues, countryside centres, 
theatres, art galleries and, in recent years, 
from Buckland Lake Reserve, Kent and the 
Sir Peter Scott Lighthouse in Lincolnshire. 
Both Buckland Lake and the Lighthouse are 
wildlife conservation projects developed 
and restored by Susan and her husband 
Doug Hilton.
Susan enjoys painting in Gouache, chalk 
pastels and also paints on silk. With her 
wildlife and countryside interests, her 

work naturally focuses on these. She 
is influenced by the works of Samuel 
Palmer, who lived in the Shoreham Valley 
near Sevenoaks, and also follows in the 
footsteps of Peter Scott, who started to 
paint the birdlife from the Lincolnshire 
Lighthouse on the Wash, the setting for the 
story ‘The Snow Goose’ by Paul Gallico. 
Colour and design are most important 
elements in Susan’s work and a love of light 
as explored by the Impressionists.
Sue hopes to be able to run some Silk 
painting courses from her home in Penallt 
in the coming year. We hope you enjoy this 
exhibition!

We still have an opportunity for talented local artists, amateur or professional, 
who might like to show on our café walls during the year ahead and up to 

Easter 2021. Applications are considered from groups or individuals.
This intimate space is an ideal opportunity 
for a ‘toe in the water’ if you haven’t shown 
your work in a major way. The space 
is perfect for a collection of around 20 

works, and with only a very small hanging 
fee it could be your chance to showcase 
the fruits of your hard work and talent. The 
busy café audience enjoys the variety of 

THIS MONTH'S RECIPE

SOUTHERN FRIED CHICKEN SERVES 4
2 ½ lbs chicken pieces
4 oz. plain flour
1 tbsp salt
4oz butter
6 tbsp sunflower oil.

Creamy Gravy
1 tbsp cornflour
¾ pt. chicken stock
½ pt. single cream
Seasoning

Dry the chicken pieces (keep the skin on). Mix the flour and salt in a strong paper 
bag. Taking a few at a time, shake the chicken pieces in the bag to coat them with 
the flour/salt mixture. Heat the butter and oil in a large frying pan that can hold all 
the pieces. When the oil/butter mixture is hot add the chicken pieces (skin down) 
and brown them on both sides. Reduce the heat and make sure that the pieces are 
cooked on all sides, (approx. 15 minutes). Keep warm.
To make the gravy: remove all but 2 x 15ml of the oil. Make a paste in the pan using 
the cornflour, add the stock and stir until the gravy is thick. Add the cream and stir 
until the gravy thickens. Season with salt and pepper and pour over the chicken.

Mary Perryman

The NEXT Big Quiz
The Mackenzie Hall are holding a

Quiz Night on Friday 6th March, 7pm for 7.30pm start.
Just turn up on the night as a team or as individuals,

maximum 4 per team. 
Cost per person £4.00. Prize for the winning team.
LICENSED BAR and SNACKS (no BYO please)

Tickets available from Village Shop

mailto:info@newleafgallery.co.uk
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VILLAGE NEWS MAGAZINE
www.villagemag.co.uk

The March issue deadline is midday on Tuesday 18th February
(Adverts and boxed events to be submitted the Friday before)

Editorial: all contributions should be sent to: editors@villagemag.co.uk, or contact any of the 
Committee Members:

Christine Haines 01594 531050 David Rees 01594 530443
Carolyn Norman 01291 689418 Hilary Lee 01291 689326
Babs Bergdahl 01594 530623 Joyce McKay 01291 689910

Layout/typing/adverts: Christine Haines & John French; Collation: Sally Secrett; Treasurer: 
Joyce McKay
Views expressed within ‘Village News’ are those of individual contributors, and are not 
necessarily those of the magazine or its committee members. We reserve the right to 
amend, edit or refuse any articles.
Advertising: all requests should be sent to: advertising@villagemag.co.uk
Classified: 3-line adverts £3 per month – Display: 1⁄4 page adverts (A7) £5 monthly, 
minimum of 3 months. Advertising subject to availability and adverts must be paid for before 
printing. All cheques payable to: Village News.
Magazine subscriptions: take out an annual subscription for £3.60 by calling Sally Secrett on 
01594 530539, email: subscriptions@villagemag.co.uk

OUR PARISH CHURCHES 
St Mary the Virgin, St Briavels and St Mary Magdalene, Hewelsfield

Priest in Charge: David Treharne 01291 760034
Ordained Local Minister: David Rees 01594 530443
Licensed Lay Reader: Mandy Vaughan 01594 530844
Churchwardens: St Briavels Jerry Maltman 

Martin Pagnamenta
01594 530799 
01594 531151

Churchwardens: Hewelsfield Gary Lewis 
Pauline Siddons

01594 833020 
01594 530524

Hon. Secretary: St Briavels Jean Sheraton 01594 531096
Hon. Secretary: Hewelsfield Pearl Bradney 01594 531075
Hon. Treasurer: St Briavels Roger Clewett 01291 680436
Hon. Treasurer: Hewelsfield David Wedel 01594 530633
Organists: Martin Pagnamenta

Louise Greening
Jane Benson

01594 531151
01594 530421
01291 689703

Electoral Roll Officer: St Briavels David Rees 01594 530443
Electoral Roll Officer: Hewelsfield Marion Harrison 01594 530264
St Briavels Congregational Church Pastor: Matt Rees, 01594 530098
Brockweir Moravian Church Rev Patsy Holdsworth 0117 9078994

ADVERTISEMENTS.
NEW GALLERY AND ARTISAN CRAFT SHOP OPENING at The Abbey Mill in Tintern on Saturday 
1st February! Art, photography, ceramics, needlefelt, jewellery, artisan soaps, candles, woodwork, 
children's clothing, cards and contemporary gifts.
AFTER SCHOOL CHILDREN’S YOGA CLUB - Wednesdays during term time. Fun yoga sessions 
for ages 5-11. Qualified and experienced teacher. Starts 26th Feb, 3.30-4.15pm. £5 per session or 6 
weeks for £24. Contact Alice: 07749 193423 alicejomain@icloud.com
HEALTH AND WELLNESS: Therapeutic treatment support for those living with and beyond cancer. 
Experienced and fully qualified Reflexologist and Massage Therapist. Call: Claire Day 0781 306 4996
MINDFULNESS COURSES IN THE FOREST OF DEAN & WYE VALLEY Enhancing resilience 
& well-being through mindfulness. Courses for adults, children, teenagers, schools & teachers. 
8 week courses, taster days, refresher sessions & retreat days. Contact Diana 07952 548040. 
www.mindfulnessforestandwye.co.uk
FLASH WINDOW CLEANING – Domestic & Commercial Window Cleaning. 10 Years Experience. 
Internal & External Windows can be cleaned. Contact Jordan for a Quote. 07803 791485 / 
f-w-c@workmail.com Fully Insured / CRB Checked
HELP AT HOME / HOLIDAY LETS – Experienced and Qualified Support. Over ten years of 
experience with many references. Domestic help, Meal preparation, Shopping, Admin, Computer help. 
Contact Julia 07503219105
SAMANTHA'S HOUSEHOLD SERVICES – Locally based: Domestic cleaning, Family catering, 
Laundry service, Dog walking/sitting, Shopping, Assistance to and from appointments, Holiday house 
watch and more. Call Samantha 07885 529038 or email samanthalou822@gmail.com
CHIMKNEE SWEEPS – Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps member. HETAS approved sweep, 
Fully Qualified. Fully insured. Certificates issued. Clean and dust free. Bird Nests removal. Stove 
Maintenance. Call Jordan on 07498 310712 or 01594 832820
MATHS TUITION – Year 6 to University Undergraduate including SATs, GCSE, BTEC and A level. 
Highly experienced Mathematician and tutor. Contact: Dr Mark Mitchelmore (MSc, PhD, CMath, MIMA) 
on 07555 200143 or mark.mitchelmore@yahoo.co.uk (references available)
MOBILE FOOT CLINIC – Hannah Davies, SAC Dip RFHP. Fully Qualified and Registered. Nail 
Trimming, Thickened Nails, Fungal Nails, Corns, Callus, Cracked Heels, Ingrown Toenails, Diabetic 
Care. For an appointment please telephone 07493 054585.
DANI’S ANIMAL CARE SERVICES - Dog Walking, Feeding & Changing Water, Basic Grooming, 
Livestock Care - inc milking, Farm/Smallholding/Pet-sitting, Horse Care - inc mucking out & exercising. 
Experienced, Qualified, Insured, DBS checked. Tel: 07969413980 Email: danpanda@hotmail.com 
FB: dani's animal care services
HAVE YOUR DOG GROOMED AT HOME, NO STRESS - Fully fitted vehicle. City & Guilds Qualified 
Dog Groomer. First Aider. Ultrasonic dental cleaning, nail clipping, bathing, drying, hand stripping, 
clipping, de-shedding. Tel: 07787 896615
PROPERTY ENHANCEMENT – Painting, Decorating, Repairs and Maintenance, Tiling, Plumbing. 
Any job you feel you cannot do. Please call us. Ray James: 07789 743405 Jan Jones: 07766 756941.
YOGA @ ST BRIAVELS ASSEMBLY ROOMS with Ali Rose – 'create space in body, breath and mind'. 
Tuesday mornings, Thursday evenings & once a month Saturdays. .www.yogawithalirose.co.uk for 
details / 07883 678629
ADULT TAP FOR FUN – 7 – 8pm improvers/intermediates. New beginner classes start in January. 
Moravian Church Hall. Call Deborah 07801 479269.
ENJOY LEARNING MUSIC with John Hurley, CT ABRSM. Tuition given for piano, electronic keyboard, 
saxophone, clarinet, music theory and aural. Beginners & restarters welcome. Exams optional. 
Enhanced DBS certificate. St.Briavels 01594 530890.

x-apple-data-detectors://1
tel:07749193423
mailto:alicejomain@icloud.com
http://www.mindfulnessforestandwye.co.uk/
mailto:f-w-c@workmail.com
mailto:samanthalou822@gmail.com
tel:07498 310712
tel:01594 832820
mailto:mark.mitchelmore@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:danpanda@hotmail.com
http://www.yogawithalirose.co.uk/


34 35

PARISH COUNCILS:
St Briavels

Chair: Piers Chivers 01594 530552
Clerk: Kirsty Watkins stbriavelsclerk@outlook.com
Snow Warden: Piers Chivers 01594 530552
Footpaths: John Hurley 01594 530890

Hewelsfield & Brockweir
Chair: Adam Sinfield handbpcadam@outlook.com 01291 689213
Clerk: Lyn Skuse www.hewelsfieldandbrockweirpc.org 01291 680053
Footpaths: Mary Harris 01291 689668

ACTION4OURCARE Pam Plummer 01594 530008
BADGER CULLING CONCERNS Keith Childs 01291 689319

madgettsbadgers@gmail.com
B.A.D.S Immy Lee 01291 689512
BROCKWEIR BOWLS CLUB Bob Broughton 01594 530003
BROCKWEIR EVENTS Adrian Birch 01291 689812
BROCKWEIR EVENTS SOCIAL TEAM Cath Baker 01291 689331
BROCKWEIR TABLE TENNIS Jean Green 01594 530955
BROCKWEIR VILLAGE SHOP Peter Stickland 01594 530882
BROCKWEIR YOUTH CLUB Barbara French 01291 689327
CHURCH BELL RINGING Paul Bergdahl 01594 530623
COMMUNITY WELLBEING AGENT Richard Skinner 01594 812447

(Village Agent) 07927 051328
GARDEN SOCIETY John Gooder 01291 689979
HEWELSFIELD against Quarrying Bob Brown 01594 530147
HISTORY GROUP John Norman 01291 689418
HOBOS HEDGEHOG RESCUE Rosie Bishop 01594 531439
MACKENZIE HALL TENNIS CLUB Ayse Rugg 07766 719950

Rosalind Eaves 07854 676526
NOSH & NATTER Pauline Siddons 01594 530524
PARISH GRASSLANDS PROJECT Sally Secrett 01594 530539
PLAY AREA COMMITTEE Sarah McLellan 01291 680092
ST BRIAVELS ASSEMBLY ROOMS Karen Cockfield 01594 530950
ST BRIAVELS LITTER PICKERS Paul Lounds 01594 530573
ST BRIAVELS MOAT SOCIETY Sue Davis 01594 531460
ST BRIAVELS PEOPLE’S CHOIR Louise Greening 01594 530421
ST BRIAVELS EARLY YEARS School Office 01594 530428
ST BRIAVELS SCHOOL headteacher Sarah Helm 01594 530428

School bell ringing out of hours contacts: David Rees 01594 530443
Chris McFarling 01594 531225

ST BRIAVELS SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB Sheila Brown 01594 530676
ST BRIAVELS W.I. Betty Bennett 01291 680018
WATER EMERGENCY 0800 7834444
WILD BOAR / DEER problems: Tim Hill 01452 830389
WILD BOAR / DEER problems Barry Hutchinson 07773 332467
WYE VALLEY MUSIC Mike Haines 01594 531050
WALKING FOR HEALTH John Hurley 01594 530890
YHA Linda Harrison 01594 530272

Emergency out of hours number 03006 660132

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
POLICE (non emergency calls) (UK dialling only) 101
Police Community Support Officer Pete Timmins 01452 753804
Email:peter.timmins@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH Field Officer (Chrissie Parkes) 01452 753784
ELECTRICITY (Power cuts) 08006 783 105
GCC HIGHWAYS (for potholes etc.) 08000 514 514
GRASS ROUTES BUS SERVICE 08000 858 015
MP (Forest of Dean): Mark Harper 01594 823482
COUNTY COUNCILLOR (Sedbury) Patrick Molyneux 01594 529174
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR Chris McFarling 01594 531225
(St Briavels, Hewelsfield & Brockweir, Alvington) chris.mcfarling@fdean.gov.uk

USEFUL WEB ADDRESSES

Brockweir & Hewelsfield Parish 
Council www.hewelsfieldandbrockweirpc.org
Brockweir, Hewelsfield & St Briavels 
Garden Society www.wyegarden.com
Brockweir Village Shop www.bandhvillageshop.co.uk
Brockweir Youth Club www.brockweiryouthclub.co.uk
Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir www.brockweirvillagehall.co.uk
Parish Grasslands Project www.parishgrasslandsproject.org.uk
St Briavels Assembly Rooms www.st-briavels.com
St Briavels on Facebook www.facebook.com/StBriavelsWatch
St Briavels Parish Council www.stbriavels-pc.gov.uk
St Briavels School www.stbriavelsprimaryschool.co.uk
The Loft at Brockweir www.theloftatbrockweir.co.uk
Wye Valley Music www.wyevalleymusic.org.uk

DOCTORS’ SURGERIES
WYE VALLEY PRACTICE

St Briavels Surgery (including out of hours) 01594 530334
Trellech Surgery (including out of hours) 01600 860302

WYEDEAN PRACTICE
Tintern Surgery (including out of hours) 01291 689355

TO BOOK OUR VILLAGE ROOMS
Assembly Rooms, St Briavels Karen Cockfield 01594 530950
Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir Laura Beddis 01291 689604
Pavilion/Playing Field, St Briavels Jill Skidmore 01594 530035
School Hall, St Briavels School Office 01594 530428
The Loft, Village Shop, Brockweir 01291 689995

mailto:handbpcadam@outlook.com
http://www.hewelsfieldandbrockweirpc.org/
http://www.hewelsfieldandbrockweirpc.org/
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CONSULTANCY

PLANT SUPPLY
AND PLANTING

enquiries@hannahrickards.co.uk
www.hannahrickards.co.uk

www.wildwoodyoga.co.uk
kishe@wildwoodyoga.co.uk

07805 729893

An Iyengar Yoga practice
for any age, body & flexibility

Fridays 9.30-11am
Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir

Ace Accounts &
Bookkeeping Services Ltd

Tel: 01291 680296 Mobile: 07564 119856
Email: info@ace-accounts.org

Local, Family Run
Accountancy Services
❖ Our Services Include:
❖ Payroll
❖ Bookkeeping
❖ Personal Tax Returns
❖ Company Accounts/Corpora�on

Tax Returns
Based at the Brockweir Village Shop, using HMRC

‘Making Tax Digital’ approved so�ware.
We can help with all aspects of your business. For a
free no obliga�on quote please give us a call or drop

us an email

J & H DAVIES
Building and
Landscaping

Services
Over 30 years experience

Based in St Briavels
Block Paving - Wooden and

Composite Decking - Pa�os -
Stonework - Brickwork - Hedge

and Grass Cu�ng - Fencing -
Extensions and Altera�ons -

Property Maintenance

For a free quota�on call 01594 531408

or email
billandben01@gmail.com

PAINTING, DECORATING
& GARDEN SERVICES

Want to re-decorate a si�ng room
or have a garden that needs some
general maintenance but don’t

have the �me?...
... I can help!

PLUS… Do you have a
GARDEN MOLE PROBLEM?…

... I can sort that too!
Call me, Darren Nunn

07713 235352
or 01594 531240

Good prices. Local (The Fence near
St Briavels), reliable, efficient and

friendly service
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wasleydarren@gmail.com

TREE &GARDEN SERVICE
LUKE 'S
Tree Surgery

Hedge Trimming
Grass Cutting

Strimming
Stump Grinding

Free Quotes on Enquiry
Tel: 01594 530341

Mobile: 07595 220696
Email: luke.allen2019@outlook.com

Fully qualified and insured
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Call: 01291 623193
Email: hello@halluxpodiatry.co.uk

16AMoor St | Chepstow | NP16 5DB
www.halluxpodiatry.co.uk

Do you have a problem
with your feet?

We can help with:
painful, thickened or unsightly nails,
corns, hard or cracked skin, verrucas,
pain in your feet, ankles or knees.

Electrical
bernhardt

◉ Rewiring
◉ Additional sockets & lights
◉ All domestic work undertaken
◉ Part P registered

For reliable local service
and free estimates call Gary

Mobile: 07949 706111
Home: 01291 689363

bernhardtelec@gmail.com

A Z T E C H

EMERGENCY4X4DELIVERIES
FUEL SERVICES

Fast, Efficient
Local

Metered delivery
Tanks installed/removed

Contact:
Rory: 07511 047056

rorykerosene1@outlook.com
Office: 01594 836120

Emergency AH: 07802 627880

DOMESTIC HEATING OIL -
KEROSENE OIL - 28 Sec

RED DIESEL - 35 sec Heating Oils
AGRICULTURAL DIESEL
BACS and Cards accepted


