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Dear Friends
At the time of writing, I am enjoying picking the soft fruit 
produced by the Loganberries, black and white currants and 
soon, the blackberries, in my small garden.

The miracle for me, a non gardener, is that these bushes do it 
without my help! The fruit just comes and I just have to pick it. 
This is not true of most things in life, where we have to work 
hard to get the rewards!

Jesus in the Gospel of John, chapter 15, likens himself to a 
vine, with his Father as the Gardener and us as the branches. 
He invites us to live in Him, allowing his life to flow through us 
and so produce fruit: love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, 
godliness and self-control. These enrich not just our lives but our 
communities, as we live in harmony.

It is the gardener, God, who prunes to produce more fruit, 
which has to be done with vines. The pruning is through life's 
challenges and changes, which when accepted, rather than 
being fought against, enrich our fruitfulness.

Whether this month is a quiet or busy one, my prayer is that we 
may remain in Jesus. Let his life flow through us so we produce 
fruits that enrich us and those around us.

Every blessing

Robert
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St Mary the Virgin St Briavels & St Mary Magdalene Hewelsfield

All are most welcome to join us for worship, which is welcoming, relaxed 
and open to all. Join us to find what God’s love could mean for you. Both 
Churches are open from 9.00am until 4.00pm for those who wish to look around 
or find a space for quiet and reflection. More can be found on our website 
www.stbandhchurches.org.uk which gives up to date information. For a wedding, 
baptism or blessing, or to request healing or other prayer please contact me 
robert.simpson02@btinternet.com or 01594 560202 or our Reader, Mandy 
Vaughan - 01594 530844. I usually work Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and mornings 
on Wednesday and am available anytime for urgent requests.

August is the opportunity for quiet and reflection as we come out of a busy time. 
We have celebrated David Rees’ Ordination and Terrie's Confirmation. At St 
Briavels we have raised £650 through the open gardens and £1,500 by the Hog 
Roast. A big thank you to those who organised these events and all who took part. 
At Hewelsfield and Brockweir we celebrated the festival of St Mary Magdalene.

AUGUST SERVICES: PREACHERS AND THEMES:

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, ST BRIAVELS
SUNDAY 4th - Trinity 7: Cared For, Called, Careless. Robert
8.30am BCP Communion
9.30am All Age Eucharist
SUNDAY 11th – Trinity 8: David Rees
9.30am All Age Worship
SUNDAY 18th – Trinity 9: Faith, Fix, Finish Healing
8.30am BCP Communion
9.30am All Age Eucharist
SUNDAY 25th – Trinity 10: City, Community, Covenant
9.30am All Age Eucharist
SUNDAY 1st SEPTEMBER – Trinity 11: Love, Lowly, Lips. Mandy
8.30am BCP Communion
9.30am All Age Worship & Baptism
MIDWEEK AT ST BRIAVELS
1st Thurs 9.00am Morning Prayer
6th Tues 9.00am Morning Prayer
8th Thurs 9.00am Morning Prayer
13th Tues 9.00am Morning Prayer
14th Weds 10.30am Communion

15th Thurs 9.00am Morning Prayer
20th Tues 9.00am Morning Prayer
22nd Thurs 9.00am Morning Prayer
27th Tues 9.00am Morning Prayer
28th Weds 10.30am Communion
29th Thurs 9.00am Morning Prayer
3rd Sept Tues 9.00am Morning Prayer
5th Thurs 9.00am Morning Prayer

ST MARY MAGDALENE, HEWELSFIELD & BROCKWEIR
SUNDAY 4th - Trinity 7: Cared For, Called, Careless. Robert
10.45am Family Communion
SUNDAY 11th – Trinity 8: David Rees
11.00am Family Worship
SUNDAY 18th – Trinity 9: Faith, Fix, Finish Healing
11.00am Family Communion
SUNDAY 25th – Trinity 10: City, Community, Covenant
11.00am Family Communion
SUNDAY 1st SEPTEMBER – Trinity 11: Love, Lowly, Lips. Mandy
11am Family Communion

ST BRIAVELS CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

We’re a group of ordinary people, united by our belief in Jesus Christ and with a 
desire to follow him.

Our services are at 10am and 6pm. Our morning service is a family service when 
we have a “Sunday Club” for young children.

We meet for Bible study and prayer every Thursday (8pm, venue changes) and 
Tuesday (10:15am in the chapel).

Coffee Morning on Tuesday August 6th (10-12), we raise funds for charities that 
we support and also provide a great chance to meet up for a chat. Everyone is 
welcome.

Our Coffee Morning, Tuesday 6th August, 10-12.

If you would like to know more about us please get in touch or visit our website: 
www.stbriavelscongregational.org.uk.

Matt Rees, Pastor

http://www.stbandhchurches.org.uk/
mailto:robert.simpson02@btinternet.com
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BROCKWEIR MORAVIAN CHURCH

Church Services for August 2019
Sun 4 Aug 6.00pm Rev Patsy Holdsworth (Holy Communion)
Sun 11 Aug 6:00pm Taize Style Service (Rehearsal at 4.00 pm)
Sun 18 Aug 6.00pm Rev Patsy Holdsworth

Sun 25 Aug 6.00pm Rev Russell Doddington
Sun 1 Sept 3.00pm Western District Rally (at Bath Weston Church)

REGULAR MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES
Tap Dancing - 6.45-7.45 & 7.45-8.45 – Mondays in the School Room. ‘Tap for 
Fun’ classes for adults from complete beginners to intermediate levels. Please 
contact Deborah Stock on 07801 479269, email deborahstock@aol.com for 
more information.
Table Tennis - 2.15 - 4.00 pm - Tuesdays & Thursdays in the School Room.
Players of all abilities always welcome - for more information contact Jean 
Green on 01594 530955.
Charity Lunch - 12 noon in the Sunday School Room on 1st Thurs of the 
month. No Lunch August. Next lunch on 5th Sept in Aid of Forest Pulse.
Book Group - Please contact Heather Armstrong (01291 689326) for details.

Brockweir & Hewelsfield History Group - Normally on the 2nd Thursday of 
the month at 7.30 pm in the Sunday School. No meeting in August.

Food Bank Collection - Donations for the food bank may be brought to 
services, charity lunches etc or left in the church porch at any time. We 
welcome your gifts of tinned and dried food, and also toiletries.

Ecumenical Welcome
 

Because we are the only church offering regular public worship in 
the village of Brockweir, we invite all Christians in the local 
community to play as full a part as they are able [allowing for any 
continued commitments to their own denomination] in the life and 
fellowship of this congregation. We invite those of all Christian 

traditions, and those having no particular denominational affiliation, to worship 
and to share in Holy Communion with us, and to share in the ministry and 
mission of the Church in this area.
Minister: Rev Patsy Holdsworth, 35 Quarry Way, Emersons Green,
Bristol, BS16 7BN, Tel: 0117 907 8994 email: 
Patsy.holdsworth@moravian.org.uk
Please note that Patsy’s day off is normally on a Tuesday. Please try to only 
contact her in an emergency on that day.

Church Committee
Katie Groves-Bond 07814 431892 Jean Green 01594 530955
Heather Armstrong 01291 689326 Sue Groves 01291 689804
Carol Ostler 01291 689675 Judith Ashton 01291 689572
Philip Ashton 01291 689572

Coffee, Cakes and Chat

During the summer break some people miss the social get together of our 
Charity Lunches, so instead we are holding some Coffee Mornings.

Please come along on and join us on Thursday 15th August, from 10am 
to noon, in the Sunday School Rooms. You will be assured of a warm 
welcome.

BINGO!

We are holding more fun Bingo sessions in aid of Church funds

Come and join us on Wednesday 14th August

Eyes Down @ 7.00 p.m.

In the Sunday School Rooms

Refreshments will be served

FOREST OF DEAN QUAKER MEETING

We meet for Worship every Sunday at 10.30am in Staunton Village 
Hall (near Coleford.) There is a car park behind the hall. Contact 
me for more information.

Jen Cothier 01594 530348

TAIZÉ SERVICE AT THE MORAVIAN CHURCH, 
BROCKWEIR.

An ecumenical worship in the style of evensong held at 
the Taizé Community in France.

Sunday August 11th. Rehearsal 4pm. Service 6pm
Refreshments Provided.

mailto:deborahstock@aol.com
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HEWELSFIELD AND BROCKWEIR PARISH COUNCIL
Summary minutes of meeting held on 2nd July 2019
Present: Councillors Fox, Haythornthwaite, Brundle, Sinfield, Harris, District Cllr. 
McFarling, Clerk.
Councillors wished to pay respects to Stuart Merrett, who sadly passed away 
peacefully at home on 29th June. Councillors expressed their appreciation for 
his involvement in not just the parish council, but the village as a whole, and that 
thoughts are with the whole family.
Declarations of Interest:
Cllr. Sinfield - planning application P0865/19/TCA
Cllr. Haythornthwaite - planning application P0069/19/DISCON
Cllr. Fox, Chairman of Brockbeat. Non-pecuniary interest in site for defibrillator.
Cllr. McFarling stated his aim to work hard for the community, respecting parish 
decisions and being a critical friend. He will attend parish council meetings 

ST BRIAVELS PARISH COUNCIL
July Meeting of St Briavels Parish Council

Present: Cllrs. Burley, Hurley, Lounds, McFarling, Plummer, Rees, Thomas and 
Walker, the Parish Clerk and eight members of the public.

The following actions were agreed:
1. To allocate £300 towards the cost of provisions for the Meet & Share Project 

during the summer holidays.
2. To arrange the printing of the Annual Report, 2018 – 2019 at a cost of £160.00.
3. To arrange for the cladding of the ceiling in the bus shelter at The Square, 

using 4" x 1" softwood - cost £285.00. This will then be painted by the Village 
Handyman.'

4. To send a letter to our MP regarding the declining numbers of ATM’s.
5. To pay for one session during the summer holidays aimed at 6-14 year olds as 

part of the Growing Healthy Communities programme. Wednesday, 7th August 
2.30 p.m. - 5.30 p.m.- a circus themed session for three hours, which would 
include diablos, unicycling, devil sticks, stilts, space hoppers, plate spinning, 
pogo sticks and parachute games. The charge for this session would be £450, 
which would include the World Jungle team designing a poster/provision of 
resources/travel and staff time.

6. Charles Lord Denton Almshouses (AH) - nominated Trustee. The Parish 
Council are seeking clarification concerning a new "Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation" (CIO) set up by the Almshouses Trustees and the relationship 
between the new CIO and the Parish Council nominated representative for the 
Trustees.

Date of next meeting - 9th September, 2019.

regularly and provide updates from district council. The Chairman thanked him for 
his interest in parish issues. Three current areas would benefit from his support: 
Highways, Planning and Enforcement.
A parishioner unable to attend due to ill health, requested that the issue of 
speed restrictions be raised. This was investigated in recent months. Traffic Survey 
Results and Report to be sent to the parishioner.
Former HAPPA/Oil Yard site developer shared preliminary plans with 
councillors for five houses with parking areas and additional parking spaces for 
purchase and also referred to refurbishment of the Old Mill before offering it to the 
parish. Unclear how much renovation would be carried out. Rough estimates for 
refurbishment suggested £2,000/sq. metre (£81sq m) renovation, or if the roof was 
repaired approx £50,000 to re-point walls. A survey confirmed Lesser Horseshoe 
bats on the site, which planners and conservation team would note when an official 
application is made.
A letter from the Environment Agency will be sent to affected households 
explaining that consultants had been appointed to carry out individual property 
surveys for possible flood defence work/funding opportunities.
P0715/19/FUL – Land at Bailey Lane Hewelsfield. Erection of a timber storage 
shelter. Concern from both parishioners and councillors that this initial application 
could pave the way for a much bigger application for residential property. 
Councillors would make no comment on the application for the erection of a 
storage building, but would like a “no further development clause or similar” added 
to prevent mission creep.
P0865/19/TCA – Manor House, Quayside, Brockweir. Fell and remove 1 Conifer 
Tree. Councillors made no comment on this application.
P0069/19/DISCON – 3 The Triangle Brockweir. Discharge of conditions 05 (Trees) 
and 06 (Lighting) of planning permission reference P0848/17/FUL. Councillors 
agreed to the discharge of conditions.
Payments agreed:
Henry Bendall Verges £100.00
Lynda Skuse Salary £288.40
AEB Price Strimming £160.00

The Defibrillator sited on the pub wall is in danger of being damaged during 
restoration work. Possible re-location to the phone box.
Parishioners should be aware there is evidence of Ash Dieback disease in 
trees in our area, causing weakness and damage, which could be a safety hazard.
There was a full review of the Parish Plan, with councillors taking the lead for 
certain areas.
Volunteers wishing to be part of the Village Archive project should email Cllr. 
Fox at john.fox35@icloud.com
Date of next meeting: 6th August 2019 7.00pm The Loft

mailto:John.fox35@icloud.com
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LETTERS TO THE VILLAGE NEWS

WITH THANKS

We would like to express our gratitude to the friends and neighbours of 
Stuart and Sue Merrett for all their help and support over the past three and 
half years while Dad has been ill. It has been very tough at times and we 
are so grateful for all the help our parents have received. We would also like 
to thank Dr Colter and the staff at Tintern Surgery, the Physios, the team of 
District Nurses and the nurses from St David’s Hospice who provided Dad 
with such fantastic care, especially towards the end of his life.

Most recently we have been extremely touched and also comforted by all 
the kind words and messages we have had since Dad passed away on 
29th June.

Emma, Charlotte and Lucy (Daughters of Stuart and Sue Merrett)

OPEN GARDENS

A huge THANK YOU to all those who supported our Open Gardens on 23rd 
June. In spite of a dull and then wet day, over 60 people from all around the 
district and beyond enjoyed the variety of gardens that were opened. A prize 
should have been given to the older lady from Lydney who walked to all the 
gardens as well as around them, from Pam Billingsley’s in Bream Road to 
Pam Plummer’s on the Hudnalls Loop Road. She had already walked from 
the Pavilion, where she had parked, to the church, to get her ticket!

Many expressed their delight at the wonderful views we have from our 
village as seen from many of the gardens. We are indeed blessed to live in 
this beautiful part of the world. Special thanks to all the gardeners who had 
worked hard to prepare their gardens to look so beautiful and to those who 
made teas and cakes to sustain all those walking round. Thank you also to 
Louise and Meurig Greening for doing all the posters, tickets and maps, for 
spending the whole day selling the tickets and for organising the tombola.

The proceeds from the day totalled £640.33, which will go towards a kitchen 
area in the church to bring us in line with current food safety requirements. It 
was beyond our expectations, so much appreciated by the PCC.

Jean Sheraton

HOG ROAST ON 6TH JULY AT CHURCH FARM

A great big thank you for all the support we received for this event, from 
those who came and enjoyed the evening, those who prepared wonderful 
salads and desserts to supplement the hog roast, all those many who were 
involved in the heavy lifting and putting up the marquees etc, those who very 
generously sponsored the hog roast and of course, Cowshill Farm and the 
Springfield Singers. It was, we believe, a successful happy and enjoyable 
evening and we had superb music-making from the Springfield Singers.

With the bar and the raffle we made about £1500. We have an onerous 
responsibility to continue to try to keep our very important, beautiful and 
historic church building maintained and in good shape. The money will be 
used for that purpose.

The Summer Party is an annual event now and the one occasion in the year 
when people are invited to enjoy an evening focusing on the importance to 
our community of this historic building which has meant so much to so many 
in the village over the centuries, and which we manage to keep open for 
visitors every day (quite an unusual thing, in fact, nowadays).

The Friends of St Briavels' Church

THANK YOU

A heartfelt and sincere thanks to all those who attended the Cathedral for my 
ordination as deacon on June 30th. It was a joyous and uplifting occasion 
made special by friends and family who were there to join in the celebration.

Thanks also for the many cards I have received and the warm words spoken 
as I walk around the Villages wearing my symbol of office (a clerical collar 
often referred to as a dog collar).

God bless you all.

David

Annual Charity Cricket Weekend
NEW 2 DAY FORMAT!

Sat 24th August
Challenge Match between two Brockweir teams

Sun 25th August
Brockweir XI v Birmingham Tornadoes

2pm at The Acres, Brockweir Farm
Bar, BBQ and Cream Teas

Team sheet in Village Shop - sign up to play, 
or contact Ross Ward on 07768 045083
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NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

MARIANA-ART GALLERY NEWS

After thirteen years in the village, I am retiring from the Gallery. It will close on 
Bank Holiday Monday, 26th August 2019.

There has been very poor footfall over the last three years and it is not viable 
to keep the shop part of the business open. I will still be an artist, working 
from home in Llandogo, and I will still be selling cards and attending events in 
the area as usual. My website, Facebook and phone number will remain the 
same for a little while longer but I need to get a replacement knee amongst 
other things and then I shall retire disgracefully!

Thank you to all those customers who have bought paintings and supported 
me over the years, but sometimes we have to accept endings as part of life. 
I will be holding a “Retirement Sale” starting on Thursday 18th July. Do come 
along if you want a St Briavels original or wish to buy some of the final pieces 
of the limited edition St Briavels castle pottery.

Mariana Robinson, Mariana-Art Gallery

SOFT (Sharing our Faiths Together) MEETING

SOFT meetings will be held in the Loft above the 
Village Shop on Wednesdays 7th & 21st August

We are a friendly, mixed faith group of people 
seeking to explore and understand the world 
around us. Our discussion topics range across a 
wide variety of subjects chosen by members in turn.

Anyone is welcome to just come along and join in, 
or if you would like more information please contact: Carol Stickland - 01594 
530882 or Sue Groves 01291 689804

There is no admission fee to meetings though we do request a contribution 
towards room rental and refreshment costs.

News and Activities continued on next page...

VILLAGE SHOP IN VOLUNTEER CRISIS!
WE DESPERATELY NEED VOLUNTEERS TO COVER MANY TILL AND CAFÉ 
SHIFTS AND A VARIETY OF OTHER ROLES!
Without volunteers we will not be able to maintain our opening hours 7 days 
a week. We cannot expect the same people to cover every vacant shift. If you 
cannot manage a weekly commitment, even once or twice a month or part shifts 
would be invaluable.
If you are already a volunteer, thank you very much – if not, can you spare a 
small amount of time to help? No experience necessary. Lots of support and 
training available.
Volunteering means meeting new people, learning new skills, enjoying 
social events.
Currently, despite the shortage of volunteers, we are covering our costs as a 
community enterprise and greatly value everyone’s custom in the shop and café.
For more information contact Pauline Siddons at siddonspauline@aol.com, 
Rosemary Blogg at rosemary.blogg@icloud.com or Jo Jenkin at 
josie_jenkin@yahoo.com.

Please help keep our shop open 7 days a week. Thank you.
Pauline Siddons

TEMPUS FUGIT
How the year is flying! It is already past midsummer, so time to think about the 
Church’s Craft Fair held each year on the first Saturday in November.
I know there is a lot of talent in our villages, so would anyone who enjoys making 
things like to show their talent and perhaps make some profit at the same time? 
We would welcome a variety of crafts. So, whatever you do, you will be welcome 
to join us on 2nd November, from 10am to 3pm.
We usually have refreshments and soups, or you can bring your own choice of 
lunch. It is usually known as a happy event and a chance to catch up with others 
from the village with similar interests.
If you wish to book a table please ring Jean Sheraton on 01594 531096 or email 
me at jeanmsheraton@icloud.com

Tap on for Tap off!
When brushing teeth and washing hands

Use dirty water to water your flowers
Leave pots and pans to soak in dirty water

Have a shorter shower
Water is Life.

Try swapping...!
Try swapping...!
Try swapping...!

Try swapping...!
Try swapping...!
Try swapping...! ST BRIAVELS LOCAL PRODUCE MARKET

Saturday 3rd August

The Pavilion 10-12.30 pm

mailto:siddonspauline@aol.com
mailto:rosemary.blogg@icloud.com
mailto:jeanmsheraton@icloud.com
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST

GHCT are holding their Ride and Stride annual fundraising day on Saturday, 
14th September. From the proceeds, they provide grants for churches like 
ours for essential maintenance and repairs. I shall be walking round the 
churches in Gloucester (I did 31 last year and will try to beat that!) and would 
like people to sponsor me. Half of the money I raise will be returned to St 
Briavels church and the other half will go to GHCT to provide their grants.

Because community events are held in the church, we currently have a 
project to provide a kitchen area in the church to bring us into line with current 
food safety standards - we do not even have running hot water at present! 
We may even ask GHCT for a grant towards this and any money I raise will 
help too.

If you would like to support my effort, I will put sponsorship forms in the church 
and the Assembly Rooms for you to sign or I can be contacted on 01594 
531096 or email jeanmsheraton@icloud.com. I will be on holiday for ten days 
in August. I will appreciate any amount you feel you can give. Please help us 
get our kitchen!! Many thanks.

Jean Sheraton

AN AFTERNOON OF MORAVIAN ENTERTAINMENT

BADS presents an afternoon of MORAVIAN ENTERTAINMENT on Saturday 
7th of September at 2pm at the Moravian School Rooms, Brockweir. Entry is 
free, but a donation is much appreciated.

For the past few years, this has been a lovely and successful afternoon, with 
music, drama, stories and comedy in aid of the Moravian Church Repair Fund. 
All acts are performed by local people in an informal and fun environment. In 
the interval there will be tea/coffee and cake!

Anyone interested in performing on the stage, please contact me for 
information on: mistral180482@hotmail.com or 07518 282220.

SO PLEASE, put the date in your diary and come and join us as audience or 
performer!

Renske Bouwens

APPLE DAY APPROACHING

As I gaze at the growing apples on my trees, I wonder whether this summer 
will be better than the last. Last year’s weather – a long hot and dry spell - 
reduced the crop size appreciably. Let's face it, apples need warmth and light 
and water to grow.

I'm sure we're all hoping that the weather is good to us and that we may 
juice a bumper harvest in October when the apple-juicing event takes place. 
(Sunday 13th October – to be confirmed).

Chris McFarling. chrismcfarling@phonecoop.coop

BANK HOLIDAY COFFEE MORNING

Just a reminder about the Coffee Morning on August 26th at The Pavilion, St 
Briavels, 10 am to12 noon. We would love to see you all there.

We have been holding these Coffee Mornings for over 28 years and have 
raised thousands for local charities. So put the date in your calendar and 
come and join us for a cup of tea. Any help would be greatly appreciated, 
especially clearing up.

If anyone has donations or a draw prize or a bottle please drop them into my 
porch. Thanks for your continued support.

For further details please contact either Tessa or Adele on 01594 530571.

CHRISTMAS SHOE BOXES

On another note, I know most of you will not have been on your holidays 
yet, but we must start to think about Christmas. We will be doing the family 
shoe boxes again this year. So if you are out shopping perhaps put a extra 
toothbrush or toothpaste in your basket, or anything that would be useful for 
a family that fits in a shoebox.

For further information, please give me a ring on 01594 530571.Thanks.

Adele James

The GREAT Fun fruit & veg swap shop!
* EXCHANGE * DONATE * RECEIVE *

Community Café, St. Briavels Assembly Rooms, Tues & Thurs Afternoons: 1.30 - 4.30pm

Everybody is welcome from all neighbouring parishes – the more the merrier!
swapshop@st-briavels.com / 01594 530950

News and Activities continued on next page...

mailto:jeanmsheraton@icloud.com
mailto:mistral180482@hotmail.com
mailto:chrismcfarling@phonecoop.coop
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BADGER CULLING UPDATE
Thank you to my correspondents who have alerted 
me to the location of 'shooting towers'. I have 
investigated and am assured that they are for use in 
the control of foxes and boar, but I have taken the 
opportunity to visit those locations as dusk falls to look out for signs of imminent 
culling.... none have been found. Please stay vigilant. My contact number and 
email are in the Useful Telephone Numbers list.

Across the country, badgers are being culled only because they are suspected of 
being a reservoir of Bovine Tb in wildlife and may have the potential to infect cattle 
with the disease. This link is largely unproven but the suspicion raises the question: 'if 
we don't cull as a precaution what other preventative action can be taken?' I hope it 
will be interesting to widen the discussion by considering some alternative actions.

After many years of badger study I attended my first Badger Trust Annual 
Conference in 2008. Since then, I have been reassured by eminent speakers that 
there are at least three 'rays of hope' for the future health of badgers, cattle and 
livestock farming. So how brightly are those rays shining?

The power of nature - In 2008, a well respected delegate asked the expert 
panel if, as with other animal populations and disease, there could be a strain 
of cattle that carry a degree of natural immunity, or at least resistance, to BTb 
as part of their genetic makeup. The answer was a resounding 'Yes ,very likely'. 
Subsequently, news filtered through from Scotland that research had revealed 
a 'significant reservoir' of natural resistance in certain breeds of cattle and that 
soon a register of resistant breeds would be available for breeders to use in 
selecting their herds, using hybrid vigour to harness the power of nature! What has 
happened to that initiative?

Vaccination of badgers - In 2009, a scientist from the Badger Vaccine 
Deployment Project addressed the conference, starting his presentation by saying 
he was sick and tired of hearing that it would be another ten years before an 
effective and viable vaccine would be ready. Wrong, he said ...we have a vaccine, 
it works, it is safe. Delivery of the vaccine widely with badgers was the hurdle to 
be overcome. By 2010, the Welsh Assembly Govt had abandoned plans for mass 
culling and were preparing to vaccinate badgers instead as one thread of a wide 
ranging plan to combat the disease. What happened in England? Wonderful, self 
motivated volunteer groups are leading the way but where are DEFRA?

Vaccination of cattle – Logistically, the easiest of the vaccination options. Farming 
operatives see their animals every day...but in England it was decided that the 
vaccine, widely used in other parts of the world, was not effective enough at approx 
80%. For this, and other political and trading reasons, vaccination of cattle against 
BTb is still not practised in England.

Rays of hope flickering but not extinguished!
Keith Childs

PROMISE AUCTION

We are planning to hold a promise auction at the church Sunday School and 
are looking for people to offer to do things that can be auctioned to raise 
money for church funds. Please can people e-mail me with things that they are 
prepared to do that someone else would bid for such as gardening, baking a 
cake or babysitting.

Once we have enough offers to, we will arrange a date for the event. The 
church always appreciates community support.

God bless.

Patsy Holdsworth. Patsy.Holdsworth@moravian.org.uk

NOSH AND NATTER

Our Nosh and Natter in July is our American Supper, which is taking place 
after I write this article, so more on that in September.

Our meeting in August is at Ann Williams’ house, Court Cottage, Hewelsfield, 
GL15 6UL on Tuesday 13th for morning coffee 10.30 – 12.00. All ladies are 
welcome. If you need more information please contact me on 01594 530524 or 
email siddonspauline@aol.com

Pauline Siddons

CHANGING HABITS

Forest of Dean District Council declared a climate emergency based on 
the scientific evidence that indicated we need to greatly reduce our carbon 
footprint as quickly as possible or face catastrophic consequences on our 
society and the natural ecosystems which keep us alive.

Changing behaviour to support low-carbon lifestyles will be the greatest 
challenge for the Council if it is to meet its target of becoming a carbon neutral 
district by 2030 (CN2030). Stroud District Council state in their CN2030 action 
plan that, in order to change habits, recent research suggests moving away 
from behavioural campaigns that ‘nudge’ to those that ‘think’. Studies of people 
who have consistently adopted low-carbon lifestyles support this approach, 
where their low-carbon lifestyles were impacted more by campaigns that 
actively made connections with societal concerns to promote a holistic view of 
a lower-carbon future, than ‘to-do’ lists of behaviour changes.

A vision of how changing habits in favour of low-carbon lifestyles can help 
holistically, will give us direction and hope that a better life is possible for us 
all. The world will benefit more from thousands and millions of local individuals 
changing their habits because they understand the need and want to, rather 
than because they are told to.

Chris McFarling. chrismcfarling@phonecoop.coop

mailto:siddonspauline@aol.com
mailto:chrismcfarling@phonecoop.coop
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WYEDEAN SCHOOL ADULT COMMUNITY LEARNING COURSES

AUTUMN TERM 2019
Courses at St Briavels Assembly Rooms and The Pavilion, St Briavels

THE ASSEMBLY ROOMS, EAST STREET
Painting and Drawing
Suitable for beginners to advanced. Starting with some basic drawing, you 
will move on to develop your Watercolour and Acrylic painting techniques. 
Bring your own materials (advice at first session). Start: 23 Sept. Length: 
10 wks. Mon: 2 - 4 Cost: £85
Painting and Drawing Day Workshop
Suitable for all levels. You know what it’s like - just as you get going, 
it’s almost time to stop! This is a chance to get to grips with the subject. 
Flowers are recommended; or if the weather permits we may work 
outdoors. Bring lunch and your own materials. Drinks are available. Tues 
29 Oct. 10-2pm Cost: £25
Brush Up Your Basic French
This course is suitable for those who wish to learn French and consider 
themselves as ‘rusty’ beginners. The main aim is to increase confidence 
in conversation situations and to extend length of conversation. Start: 23 
Sept. Length: 9 wks. Mon: 10-11.30 Cost: £75
AT ST BRIAVELS PAVILION, COLEFORD ROAD
Italian for Beginners Year 2
This course is suitable for students who have never studied the language 
before or for those who studied Italian years ago and need to refresh 
their knowledge of the language. It will cover topics such as restaurants, 
directions and verbs, using fun/games/role play in a relaxed atmosphere, 
together with an insight into the Italian culture and - why not? - also a bit of 
slang. Start: 23 Sept. Length: 8 wks. Mon: 10.30-12.30 Cost: £80
Italian – Advanced
This course is suitable for students who have studied Italian for 2/3 years or 
who have a qualification at AS level. The course will consolidate grammar 
structures whilst introducing new grammar rules. Conversation will be at the 
centre of the course, together with other activities. Italian magazines and 
newspapers, real life listening, movies and recipes will be used during the 
course. Start: 23 Sept Length: 8 wks. Mon: 12.45-2.45 Cost: £80
For further information ring: 01291 625340 (Term Time) or visit the 
website: www.wyedean.gloucs.sch.uk (Go to ‘Community’, ‘Adult Learning’, 
‘Courses available’ and download the Autumn Term 2019 brochure)

TRIBUTE TO STUART MERRETT

On the 29th June 2019, Stuart Merrett regrettably passed away at his 
beloved home in Brockweir.

Everyone who knew Stuart, and that will be most people reading this, will 
remember an incredibly kind and intelligent man who always had a smile 
on his face. Always one for the jokes, of which there were many, Stuart 
was also a talented musician and simply loved to entertain.

Stuart loved this village and the area, always involved in many of the 
goings on and also endured a lengthy stint on the Parish Council, where 
he never ceased to try and help improve our area and give back to our 
community.

Above all, Stuart was a much-loved husband, father to his girls and 
grandfather to their children. To all of his family, our thoughts are with 
you all.

Many will greatly miss Stuart. He was a good friend to many, entertained 
all and was simply a character with no equal.

In his own words:

"Sue and I visited a new supermarket which has some interesting 
features.

"It has a misting system to keep the salad and veg fresh. Just before it 
comes on you hear the sound of distant thunder and you get the scent of 
fresh raindrops.

"When you get to the milk section you hear the sound of cows mooing 
and the smell of fresh mown hay. As you approach the eggs you hear a 
loud clucking accompanied by the smell of bacon and eggs frying. We 
bought our toilet rolls at another outlet!"

He will be missed.
Adam Sinfield

Chairman. Hewelsfield & Brockweir Parish Council

http://www.wyedean.gloucs.sch.uk
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NEWS FROM ST BRIAVELS PANTRY

Mary and Martin’s Outro

Finally. We are delighted that Diana and John, who live in the village and 
many of you will know, are taking over the Pantry from the beginning of 
September; we wish them well. This newsletter is our last chance to say how 
much we appreciate your support, kindness and very generous comments 
over the years we have had the Pantry. We are very hopeful and confident 
that the Pantry can continue to develop so as to meet the needs of the whole 
community, thereby ensuring that St Briavels continues to have a shop as 
part of its core.

Best wishes to you all!
Mary & Martin Sollars

Diana and John’s Intro

We’re delighted and thoroughly excited to be taking over The Pantry, and 
are looking forward to welcoming you to the shop when we open on the 2nd 
September. It’s going to be a steep learning curve for us, but it’s safe to say 
that in the months leading up to Christmas, it will be “business as usual”, and 
we’ll still be stocking all your favourite items – plus one or two new ranges 
that we think you may like! Please don’t forget to put your seasonal orders 
in early!

A little about ourselves: We moved to St Briavels nearly four years ago, and 
love living in such a vibrant and diverse community; we’ve met and been 
befriended by so many of you that it’s been the best move of our lives!

Diana: I was born in Lydney, but moved away when quite young. In my early 
twenties I managed a record shop in Salisbury, so I do have some previous 
retail experience, but I don’t think we’ll be stocking any music in the Pantry! 
I also ran my own vegetarian restaurant in Cardiff for a number of years, but 
have spent most of my career in education, and recently retired from being 
a Headteacher. I’m really looking forward to the challenge of taking over The 
Pantry, and helping it become even more central to all the community of St 
Briavels.

John: I was brought up in Ipswich, and I’ve spent most of my career as a 
self-employed worker in the TV industry, living in Cardiff but working all over 
the UK. I have a genuine passion for great food, especially when it’s locally 
produced, and I’m absolutely looking forward to finding more tantalising 
titbits to tempt your taste buds with when we take over The Pantry!

Diana Denman & John Hunter

NEWS FROM THE CASTLE
Shakespeare at the Castle - We had a wonderful weekend of 
performances of A Midsummer Night’s Dream (13th & 14th July) 
and it was lovely to welcome so many of you through the Castle 
gates, including a number of young people enjoying their first 

experience of Shakespeare (some who enjoyed it so much they came twice!) We 
hope to welcome the Sevenoaks Shakespeare Company back in 2020 and will 
keep you posted about what performance they choose for their next tour.

Summer Fun - We welcome you to visit the Castle over the Summer Holidays. 
You can take a self-led tour through the public areas of the Castle, enjoy the 
gardens and an ice cream or drink. We also have a treasure hunt set up to help 
you explore. There will be some days when access is not allowed, so please do 
call 01594 530272 to double check.

Summer Banquets and Archery Sessions - We will be running banquets and 
archery sessions (and led Castle tours) at various times during the Summer 
holidays. Please call or email on stbriavels@yha.org.uk if you are interested.

Heritage Open Weekend - Our next official event is the annual Heritage Open 
Weekend. This allows access to a wide range and number of buildings and areas 
of interest around the Forest of Dean and Wye Valley area, as part of a national 
Heritage event. This year this is on Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th September. If 
you would like to have a stall or take part in the event please do email or call. We 
will provide more details in the next edition of the Village News.

Interesting fact - The phrase 'dog days of summer', used to refer to sweltering 
summer days, has more to do with the stars than dogs. The Roman's 'dies 
caniculares' began towards the end of July when the star, Sirius (known as the 
"Dog Star"), began to rise in the sky just before the sun. The star was so bright 
that the Romans believed it gave extra heat to the sun and was responsible for hot 
days in summer. Let’s hope that this August brings plenty of Dog Days!

Linda Harrison. Manager

CASUAL JOB OPPORTUNITY SUITABLE FOR STUDENTS HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Do you know of - or are you - a student who is looking for a casual/flexi part-time 
job through the Summer holidays? If so, the trustees of St. Briavels Assembly 
Room would love to hear from you to discuss the position further. We are looking 
for responsible individuals who are happy to assist in our community café over the 
weekends, and possibly some week days, just for a few hours?
Apart from giving you an opportunity to earn some money on a casual basis, 
it would give you some good work experience and be a lot of fun, working in a 
friendly community environment!
Please get in touch if you are interested. Many hands make light (and café!) work!

The St. Briavels Assembly Rooms Committee
trustees@st-briavels.com / 01594 530950

mailto:stbriavels@yha.org.uk
mailto:trustees@st-briavels.com
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DIARY DATES - weekly/regular activities
Mondays

ZUMBA TONING WITH JO: 9:15-10:15am - Mackenzie Hall Brockweir.
CUB SCOUTS: (8-10½ year olds). 6.00-7.30pm *. St Briavels Pavillion. Emma-
Jayne, 07807 068296, stbriavelsscoutgroup@outlook.com.
ADULT TAP FOR FUN: 6.45 - 7.45 improvers+ / Intermediates; 7.45 - 8.45 
Beginners. Moravian Church Hall. Call Deborah: 07801 479269.
TABLE TENNIS: 7.30 - 9pm (except 2nd Monday of the month). Assembly 
Rooms. St. Briavels. No need to book, all levels welcome. Good exercise and 
great fun. tabletennis@st-briavels.com.

Tuesdays
YOGA WITH ALI ROSE: 9:30-11am. Assembly Rooms, St Briavels. 
07883 678629.simplyalirose@yahoo.co.uk
COURTYARD CAFE: 1:30-4:30. Assembly Rooms - hairdresser, seamstress 
services, "Pop- up" shop: French bread/patisserie.
ST. BRIAVELS "WALKING for HEALTH" walk every Tuesday for approx. 
1 hour. Starts 2pm, Assembly Rooms, St. Briavels. Call John for more info - 
01594 530890.
KNITTERS GROUP meets every Tuesday, 3.00 – 4. 30 at St Briavels Assembly 
rooms. For info contact Claire@nissel.co.uk
OPEN MIC and New Wye Valley Acoustic Music Club at the Rose & Crown, Tintern, 
every first Tuesday of the month. For more info call Adrian on 01291 689812.
ZUMBA GOLD WITH JO at 7-8pm St Briavels School Hall
ZUMBA WITH JO at 8:15-9:15pm, Fitness, St Briavels School Hall

Wednesdays
COMMUNITY VINYASA YOGA 9-10 am, Assembly Rooms, St Briavels, Lorna 
Kennedy 07793 381849 lornayoga@me.com www.lornayoga.com
ECSTATIC DANCING 9.45 am -11.30 pm Mackenzie Hall
FRIENDLY ART GROUP Most Wednesdays, 10am-1pm Assembly Rooms. Call 
Ann Kilminster on 07980 978348.
PILATES: 2-3pm. Assembly Rooms, St Briavels. For info call: 01291 627243 / 
07787 193302.
BROCKWEIR BOWLS CLUB: 2-4pm Wednesday afternoons. Now on 
summer break. Re-starts September. For more information call Bob Broughton 
01594 530003.
BEAVER SCOUTS: (5¾-8 year olds). 5.00-6.00pm *. St Briavels Pavillion. 
Emma-Jayne, 07807 068296, stbriavelsscoutgroup@outlook.com.
BROCKWEIR YOUTH CLUB - the club meets during term time. For further 
information please ring 01291 689 327 or visit: www.brockweiryouthclub.co.uk.

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION GROUP First Wednesday of the month, 7–9 
pm. All welcome. Please call Diana on 07952 548040 for new venue details.
SOFT MEETING. On two Weds each month. 7.30pm. The Loft above 
Village Shop.

Thursdays
COURTYARD CAFE: 1:30-4:30. Assembly Rooms - hairdresser, seamstress 
services, "Pop- up" shop.
SCOUTS: (10½-14 year olds). 6.00-8.00pm *. St Briavels Pavillion. Emma-
Jayne, 07807 068296, stbriavelsscoutgroup@outlook.com
MIXED CIRCUITS CLASS: 6:30pm at Mackenzie Hall
YOGA WITH ALI ROSE: 7- 8:30pm, Assembly Rooms. 07883 678629 
simplyalirose@yahoo.co.uk.
ZUMBA WITH JO, 'Zumba Strong', St Briavels School Hall, 8.15pm - 9.15pm
ST BRIAVELS WALKING GROUP - monthly walks. John Hurley 01594 530890

Fridays
TEA AND TOTS: 9:00-11.00am - term time only, Assembly Rooms, 
St Briavels. For more information please visit our Facebook page: St 
Briavels Tea and Tots.
IYENGAR YOGA - 9.30-11am at Mackenzie Hall. www.wildwoodyoga.co.uk 
or call/message Kishe Redwood 07805 729893

UNDER 5s PLAY CLUB - 11am – 1pm at the Pavilion.

Saturdays
YOGA WITH ALI ROSE: Once a month, last Saturday of month, 
9.30-11.00am Assembly Rooms, St Briavels. 07883 678629.
simplyalirose@yahoo.co.uk
ZUMBA WITH JO, 'Toning', St Briavels School Hall, 9.00 - 10am.

Sundays
ST BRIAVELS PEOPLE’S CHOIR meets at 7 pm at the Assembly Rooms 
every week.

ST BRIAVELS SCHOOL TERM DATES: 2019
Autumn Term 2 September – 25 October / 4 November – 20 December

* Week commencing 9th September

mailto:Claire@nissel.co.uk
mailto:lornayoga@me.com
http://www.lornayoga.com/
http://wildwoodyoga.co.uk/
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DIARY DATES FOR AUGUST
Walking for Health every Tuesday – meet at the Assembly Rooms, 2pm
1 Thurs Walk & Talk Group 2pm Meet at Hewelsfield 

Church
1 Thurs - 
26 Mon

Retirement Sale, Thurs/Fri/
Sat/Mon

10.30am-
5pm

Mariana-Art Gallery, St 
Briavels

3 Sat Produce Market 10am-
12.30pm

St Briavels Pavilion

6 Tues Coffee Morning 10am St Briavels Congr Church
6 Tues Hewelsfield & Brockweir PC 

meeting
7pm The Loft, Village Shop, 

Brockweir
7 Weds Growing Healthy 

Communities: Circus Session
2.30-
5.30pm

Playing Field, St Briavels

7 Weds SOFT meeting 7.30pm The Loft, Village Shop, 
Brockweir

8 Thurs St Briavels Walking Group 1pm Meet at St Briavels 
Church

10 Sat St Briavels Moat Society 
Working Party - all welcome

10am to 
12noon

Castle Moat

11 Sun Taizé Service (Rehearsal at 
4pm)

6pm Moravian Church, 
Brockweir

13 Tues Nosh & Natter: Morning 
Coffee

10.30-
12noon

Hewelsfield Court 
Cottage

14 Weds Bingo 7pm Moravian Sunday School 
Rooms

15 Thurs Coffee, Cake & Chat 10am to 
noon

Moravian Sunday School 
Rooms.

15 Thurs Walk & Talk Group 2pm Meet at Hewelsfield Church
17 Sat Church Tidy-up Day 10am-1pm Hewelsfield Churchyard
20 Tues St. Briavels Senior Citizens 12.30pm Orepool, Sling
21 Weds WI meeting: Members’ Night 7.30pm St Briavels Pavilion
21 Weds SOFT meeting 7.30pm Loft, Village Shop, Brockweir
24 Sat Cricket: Challenge Match 

between two Brockweir teams
2pm The Acres, Brockweir 

Farm
25 Sun Cricket: Brockweir XI v 

Birmingham Tornadoes
2pm The Acres, Brockweir 

Farm
26 Mon Bank Holiday Coffee Morning 10am-12noon St Briavels Pavilion
26 Mon Closing Down Mariana-Art Gallery, St 

Briavels

29 Thurs Walk & Talk Group 2pm Meet at Hewelsfield Church
30 Fri Board Games Café 7-10pm Assembly Rooms, St Briavels
ADVANCE DATES
5 Sept Charity Soup Lunch 12noon Moravian Schoolroom
7 Sept BADS: Moravian Entertainment 2pm Moravian School Rooms
7 Sept St. Briavels Senior Citizens 

Harvest Auction
8pm St. Briavels Pavilion

9 Sept St Briavels PC meeting 
(planning applications and 
councillors available from 
6.30pm)

7pm Assembly Rooms, St 
Briavels

14/15 Sept Heritage Open Weekend
14 Sept Ride & Stride – Gloucester 

churches
info: 01594 531096 
jeanmsheraton@icloud.com

15 Sept WVM: Beethoven in Wales, 
second concert

7.30pm Monmouth Girls’ School

20 Sept Garden Society: Plants of the 
Season

7.30pm St Briavels Pavilion

5 Oct Brockweir Events: The 
Drystones

7.30 for 
8pm

Mackenzie Hall, 
Brockweir

12 Oct PGP: Restoring wild flowers to 
meadows and pastures

2-5pm Mackenzie Hall, 
Brockweir

12 Oct Wye Valley Music: Trio Damira 7.30pm St Briavels Church
13 Oct Apple Day (tbc) St Briavels Pavilion
19 Oct Brockweir Events: Johnny 

Coppin
7.30 for 
8pm

Mackenzie Hall, 
Brockweir

2 Nov Craft Fair 10am-3pm St Briavels Church
16 Nov Brockweir Events: The Great 

Cabaret Safari
7.30 for 
8pm

Mackenzie Hall, 
Brockweir

 Are you going to any of the above events?
If so, why not take a photo of it and send it to us for next year's 

Village News Covers?
Or do you have some lovely views of the area? A historic postcard of our parishes?

Photos of local wild life or flowers?

Please send them to covers@villagemag.co.uk, or email for technical help. Full 
submission details can be found on our web site www.villagemag.co.uk

mailto:jeanmsheraton@icloud.com
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NEWS FROM 1st ST BRIAVELS SCOUTS

Summer has been a blast for Polaris Scout Troop, with hiking, outdoor 
cooking and air rifle shooting.

The highlight of the year was Strategy, a multi-activity hiking and camping 
weekend for Scouts and Guides from around Gloucestershire. It involved 
30 challenges of varying levels of difficulty and complexity spread around a 
3,000-acre site in Cirencester. Polaris Troop demonstrated physical stamina, 
mental prowess and scouting skills as they completed their 10-mile route 
around the course and took part in activities such as zorbing, rock climbing 
and pioneering. Extensive teamwork was required, as points were only 
awarded if every member of the group completed each challenge. Our 
Scouts did all of this independently, without leaders, meaning they had to 
rely on their own navigation and map reading skills. The fun continued in 
the evenings with a disco and talent show. It was our first time attending this 
annual event, but it won’t be our last! We’ve already got next year’s dates 
firmly in the diary.

Everyday practical skills and community activities are just as important to the 
Scouts as high-adrenaline adventure. We combined both recently when the 
Troop built and painted a hedgehog house. They put a lot of care and effort 
into this project, and the house will be sold to raise funds for St Briavels-
based charity Hobo’s Hedgehog Rescue.

We’ve broken up for the summer now, but weekly meetings will start up again 
on Thursday 12th September, 6.00-8.00pm at St Briavels Pavilion. Anyone 
aged 10½-14 is welcome to join us, so get in touch if you’d like to be part of 
the action and develop #SkillsForLife with scouting.

Tom Ovens, Leader, 1st St Briavels Scouts (Polaris Troop)

BEAVERS, CUBS & SCOUTS all break for summer this week, but will start 
up again w/c 9 September:

 ● Beaver Scouts (5¾-8 year olds) Wednesdays, 5.00-6.00pm
 ● Cub Scouts (8-10½ year olds) Mondays, 6.00-7.30pm
 ● Scouts (10½-14 year olds) Thursdays, 6.00-8.00pm

All sessions are held at St Briavels Pavilion, and all children of the relevant 
age group are welcome, but parents/carers do need to contact Emma-
Jayne Williams, Group Scout Leader, in advance if they haven’t been 
before, on 07807 068296, stbriavelsscoutgroup@outlook.com

WYE VALLEY MUSIC (ST BRIAVELS MUSIC SOCIETY)

Autumn / Winter 2019/20 programme

Last month we 
were pleased to 
announc e  our 

2019/20 programme. We include this time 
details of times and venues, which we did 
not have space to put in last month.

The season starts on Sunday 15th 
September, 7.30pm at a new venue 
for the Society: the new theatre at 
Monmouth School for Girls. It will be the 
second recital in the Beethoven In Wales 
project, initiated by Rhyl Music Club, in 
which we welcome back Mary Hofman, 
playing Beethoven's violin sonatas with 
pianist Richard Ormrod. This concert 
will feature sonatas 6, 7 and 8 and a 
new work by Welsh composer Sarah 
Lianne Lewis.

The next concert will be on Saturday 12th 
October in St Briavels Church at 7.30pm, 
where the Trio Damira (piano, violin 
and cello) will give a recital of works by 
Haydn, Rachmaninov and Schubert. 
This will be their first visit to the Society. 
Named after the eminent Swiss-Italian 
painter and sculptor, Brunilde Damira, 
the members of the trio draw on their 
German, English and Russian heritages 
to give to their performances a uniquely 
international flavour.

On Saturday 9th November, 7.30 pm 
at the Bridges Centre in Monmouth, 
another “first-time” group will visit. The 
all-female Maconchy String Quartet 

was established at the Royal College 
of Music in 2018. It is formed of prize-
winning musicians passionate about 
championing works by undiscovered and 
overlooked composers, with a special 
focus on female composers, particularly 
Elizabeth Maconchy. So their programme, 
after opening with a piece by Haydn, 
will feature works by Maconchy and 
Fanny Mendelssohn. An eye-opener of 
a concert.

December is Christmas party time. At the 
Drill Hall, Chepstow, 7.30pm on Sunday 
1st December, we will welcome back the 
London Klezmer Quartet. Past concert-
goers know this wonderful music well: a 
life-affirming mix of joy and, occasionally, 
sorrow, with virtuoso playing of clarinet, 
violin, accordion and double-bass and 
the amazing, unforgettable voice of 
Indra Buraczewska. Do not miss this. 
The ticket price includes mulled wine and 
mince pies.

On Sunday 19th January 2020, 3pm 
in Monmouth Girls School, Claude 
Debussy will be the subject of a talk 
by Professor Stephen Walsh, author of a 
much-acclaimed biography “Debussy – 
a Painter in Sound”, published in 2018, 
and the musical illustrations will be 
played by the outstanding pianist and 
musicologist Clare Hammond. We are 
very excited by this innovative format.

Keith Norman. 01594 530419

Booking may be made on-line at www.wvm.org.uk. Enquiries can be made to 
the message line at 01291 330020 or by email to info@wvm.org.uk.

mailto:stbriavelsscoutgroup@outlook.com
http://www.wvm.org.uk/
mailto:info@wvm.org.uk


26 27

PEOPLE POWER PLEDGES
The Hows, Whys, Lows, and Highs of Small Steps

“It was my mum’s idea, it was her issue that she 
was struggling with. She wanted to see how easy it 
would be to go plastic free; not totally plastic free, 
but to get all our food without plastic packaging. So 
we decided to go plastic free for Lent.

First, we found out about a local milk round and about buying milk in glass 
bottles from the village shop. That was the easiest thing we did. Next we 
thought about where to get fruit and vegetables. We usually do a weekly 
online shop, and it comes with loads of plastic packaging. Instead, we tried 
a veg box, but we didn’t like it that much. It was mostly root vegetables that 
I remember, and onions. On reflection, maybe that was because it was 
April and if we started in the summer it might have been easier for us to get 
used to. Also, it was quite expensive. We started going to local shops and 
markets. We live quite close so it was quite easy, but it did take more time.

Our most disappointing moment was when we worked really hard to find a 
farmers’ market and we went there especially. We were really pleased with 
our shopping because we found pasta for sale in a paper bag. And it made 
me think - why does pasta and rice always come in plastic when flour 
and sugar seems fine in paper? When we got home feeling all proud, we 
unwrapped the pasta to cook it and we couldn’t believe it - inside the paper 
was plastic packaging! We felt cheated!

We usually buy our meat online from Ocado, and it always arrives with 
hefty plastic. We discovered that if you ask, then they will wrap it in paper. 
They don’t do it by default, but they will do it if you ask. I think it’s the 
same for other supermarkets. And they give 5p back for every plastic bag 
you return. The question is - does the supermarket just take the plastic 
packaging off the meat before they send it to you, so you just think you 
have used less plastic?

Buying snacks without plastic was hard. We did try Naked Bars which 
come in cardboard, but that didn’t work for us. But we do lots of baking 
at home, so we make most of our snacks, and the flour and sugar and 
eggs and most chocolate and things come in paper. We like to bake at 
weekends.

So we still get our milk in glass bottles, and our meat in paper. I think an 
online shop is easier for our family, though. Maybe we’ll try again one day 
to get the rest without plastic.”

For more information on People Power Pledges, to get involved, or share your 
story, contact rachelslee@hotmail.com

NATURE NOTES: THE GREAT OUTDOORS by Moucher - John Josephi
Those Creatures Great & Small

One of the hazards attached to writing 
Nature Notes in the V.N. is that any burning 
issue concerning the great outdoors 
seems to be referred to the writer. When 
this happens to me, I experience the 
adrenalin rush that accompanies ‘power 
without responsibility’. I sharpen my quill 
pen, do a couple of press-ups and I let 
fly! Today, I shall look at a couple of past 
talking points to see how my sage advice 
has stood the test of time.

Remember Ash Dieback? Moucher’s 
confident prediction was of a speedy 
return to health. Oops! Let’s try Red 
Phone Boxes. I urged all men of goodwill 
to find a workable role for these neglected 
rustic shrines, and it is good to see 
our local box being used as a 
collection point for the daily 
newspapers. But when digital 
replaces newsprint, what then? 
Time for a cunning plan! It 
concerns the ‘Big House’ 
of Hudnalls, which now has 
new owners. By some quirk 
of nature, it turns out that the 
new Laird seems to exercise a 
mysterious attraction over all 
creatures G & S. Periodically, 
he has appeared at my door, 
diffidently asking for advice 
about dealing with (a) a swarm of bees 
in the chimney,
(b) a black horse on the drive, (c) a brown 
hen on the road and (d) a white pig in 
the garden.

Now, here’s the rub. We all know who 
owns these illegal immigrants (bees 
excepted) but how to catch, keep and 
restore them to their owners? My mind 

strays to a small building in the shadow of 
St Bs Castle. Known as the Dog Pound, it 
was the point of temporary detention for 
the feral dogs that ruled 19th Century St 
Briavels. Converted to The Surgery after 
the war, it was here that the legendary 
Dr Eskell dispensed diagnostic brilliance 
and rough justice in equal measure. I 
remember a workmate on The Forestry 
gleefully recounting how he had been 
ejected from The Surgery as Dr E roared 
at him, ‘Who’s the ***** doctor here, you 
or me?’ Ah me. The NHS in its pomp!

But to my idea. Could our phone boxes 
not serve as latter day animal pounds? 
One or two problems exist. A black 
horse? Hardly. A white pig? Just. Brown 
hen? Defo! And the bees? Well, the 
newspaper readers would surely be 
pathetically grateful for anything to 

distract them from the endless drone 
of Brexit?

And Bonfires! The sinner that repenteth. 
As Monday morning broke, I 

approached an 
enormous stack 
of topped grass 

in our paddock. 
In one hand the 

matches, in the other a can 
of what the Fire Service darkly 

call ‘accelerant’. I pause. What was 
it I wrote recently about bonfires and 
neighbours? I licked my finger, felt the 
wind and trudged indoors to phone ‘Her 
Next Door’. ‘Morning, Pat. I’m phoning 
to ask if you’ve anything fancy on your 
line today.’

Know what? She slammed the receiver 
down! Rude, or what?
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NEWS FROM THE BROCKWEIR VILLAGE SHOP

Dear All
As more and more people cut out items from their diet for lots 
of different reasons - health, cost, animal welfare, ecological 
issues - the more retailers try to fill this void with alternatives.
In the last year, there has 
been a huge increase, 
particularly in vegan 

food. Many people attempt to follow these 
diets with varying degree of success. The 
increase of choice and the ethos behind 
it is obviously very important but, for me, 
the most important thing is taste.
Food is not only fuel for our bodies but 
a pleasure. It makes us feel good and 
it often is a very sociable activity (apart 
from when it comes to sharing my tub 
of ice cream.) The shop and café have 
been trying to adapt to the trends with 
more vegan options, including pates and 
gluten free options, and we are looking 
at offering new options in the café that 
are heathy and tasty. Have you tried our 
vegan chocolate fudge cake in the café? 
It tastes fab and you wouldn't know it 
was vegan.

Gin is very on trend. We now stock Wye 
Valley Gin, which is distilled in Catbrook 
and uses local herbs and botanicals. 
The bottle even shows Brockweir and 
Hewelsfield on it, so makes a great gift if 
you don't want to drink it yourself. If you 
are a gin fan, we have all the ingredients 
to go with it, from lemons and limes, ice 
and a variety of tonics.
If you are looking for something more 
unusual, why not try a bottle from Wye 
Valley Meadery, a local company that 
has been making a sparkling Mead. 
You can have honey and hops, rhubarb 
or elderflower. It makes a refreshing 
alternative to beer or cider. My personal 
favourite tipple at this time of year is a 
rosé wine and, if it’s good weather, lazing 
in the garden with a chilled glass of rosé 
and a tub of Welsh Gold ice cream. The 
other half would prefer a Magnum. Luckily, 
we sell both! Have a great summer.

Alison.
ART IN THE CAFÉ

Darren Hoskins: 1st July - 18th August
If you haven’t as yet seen the exhibition 
on the café walls, do visit. Local shepherd 
and self taught artist, Darren Hoskins 
has an inspiring and lively collection of 
coloured mixed media drawings on show 
- but only until the 18th August!
Darren has lived his whole life on the 
family farm on Woolaston Common, on 
the edge of the Wye Valley and Forest 
of Dean…except for periods as a ‘house 
husband’ in London, Frankfurt and New 
York…but that’s another story, now 

ended. This week, he will be shearing 
over 100 sheep!
He loved drawing and painting as a child, 
encouraged by a great art teacher whilst 
a pupil at Wyedean school during the 
1980s. He followed this by attending Life 
Drawing classes with local artist and 
teacher Angela Palmer for years. He is 
now back at the same table on the farm, 
sketching away with hopefully the same 
enthusiasm, 40 years on.
He loves ‘mark making’, big pieces of 

paper, oil pastels, coloured pencils and 
paint straight from the tube. He paints 
and draws what he sees around him, not 
aiming for photographic realism but just 
trying to enjoy the action of attempting to 
get down what he sees, on to the paper. 

The results are different and exciting!
Darren describes himself as an artist, 
storyteller and shepherd. His exhibition 
in the café runs throughout July and until 
18th August.

Photographer VIC KNIGHT 19th August - 29th Sept
Vic is from Longhope, Glos. where he 
shows with his local Camera Club and 
was voted their Photographer of the Year 
in 2018. With ‘bread and butter’ work of 
weddings and portrait commissions, his 
real love is for Landscape and the Natural 
world. The images he will be showing 
have been digitally altered and often 

look more like a pastel painting than a 
photograph, with very soft and textural 
surfaces, with many local views you will 
recognise.
Fuller information about Vic and his work 
will feature in the September edition of 
Village News.

Jacqui Trefgarne

PARISH GRASSLANDS PROJECT
www.parishgrasslandsproject.org.uk

We will concentrate on restoring wild flowers to meadows 
and pastures at our meeting at the Mackenzie Hall on 
Saturday 12 October, starting at 2pm and lasting until 
perhaps 5pm.

Four excellent and highly experienced 
speakers are lined up. Caroline 
Hanks organises the very active 
Hereford Meadows Forum, which 
has been involved in several meadow 
creation and restoration projects. 
Sue Holland has worked for many 
years for the Herefordshire Nature 
Trust and has experience of the 
long-term course of some of their 
early meadow restorations. David 
Whittingham is a member 
of the Monmouthshire 
Meadows Group, who has 
been restoring his own 
floodplain meadow. 
The fourth is Bruce 
Langridge, who works 
at the Wales National 
B o t a n i c  G a r d e n 

near Carmarthen, where they have 
successfully restored several meadows 
by different methods.
Admission is free to all, members and 
non-members alike. Tea, coffee and 
cake will be served during the interval. 
The whole meeting has come about 
because several of our residents 
want to create or restore flower-rich 
grasslands, and have asked for advice. 
Between them, our speakers will 

provide a wide range of experience 
in grassland restoration, 

which is impor tant 
local ly,  because 
several relatively 
new residents are 
interested in doing 
just that.

George Peterken
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WYE VALLEY ARTS CENTRE, LLANDOGO
Beginners and improvers are very welcome on all the courses 
as all will enjoy the individual attention which the tutors can 
give to small groups of students. There are 1, 2 and 4 and 6 
day courses. Please ask for further details. We hope you will 
find an opportunity to come to The Wye Valley Arts Centre 
to enjoy our beautiful inspirational surroundings, the perfect 
creative environment.

AUTUMN 2019

Thursdays
Sept 5,12,19, 26; 
Oct 3,10,17, 24, 31; 
Nov 7

SILVER JEWELLERY (10 classes)
£230 for 10 x 3hr sessions (Silver is not 
included)

Ann Skehel

Fridays
Sept 6, 13, 20, 27, 
Oct 4, 11, 18, 25, 
Nov 1, 8.

PAINTING AND DRAWING (10 classes)
£220 for 10 x 3hr sessions, am or pm.
9.30am - 12.30pm and/or 1pm - 4pm.

Ann Hulme

Saturday
Oct 26

FOUR SEASONS PHOTOGRAPHY - AUTUMN
9.30 - 12.30pm £25

David 
Broadbent

Saturday
Oct 19

PLAY WITH CLAY FOR A DAY
9.30 – 4pm £50 for one-day workshop Val Welham

Tel: 01594 530214 Email: info@wyearts.co.uk Web: www.wyearts.co.uk

We have booked some great acts for the coming season at the Mackenzie 
Hall. So make sure to keep this information somewhere safe so you don't 
miss out. Have a look at the artists' websites to try before you buy - you 
won't be disappointed!

SATURDAY 5TH OCTOBER 2019. THE DRYSTONES www.thedrystones.co.uk.

The Drystones are a young duo from 
Somerset whose recent arrival on the 
folk scene is making waves. Combining 
traditional music’s timeless union of 
fiddle and guitar with a range of Indian 
instruments and technical wizardry they 
have broken boundaries to produce a 
rich mix of ancient and modern sounds, 

which are eminently danceable. They 
will be performing tracks from their 
recent album 'Apparitions'. Nominated 
for the 2018 Radio 2 Young Folk 
Musicians of the Year, when you 
hear them you will understand why. 
‘Indecently talented’-MIKE HARDING

SATURDAY 19TH OCTOBER 2019. JOHNNY COPPIN www.johnnycoppin.co.uk.

Gloucestershire legend Johnny Coppin 
is a singer/songwriter, composer 
and poetry anthologist. Formerly 
with the folk/rock band Decameron, 
his solo albums include ‘Forest and 
Vale and High Blue Hill’ (songs of 
Gloucestershire), Edge of the Day -a 
collaboration with world-famous writer 
Laurie Lee, ‘Force of the River’, ' A 

Country Christmas’ and many others. 
His clear voice, together with his ability 
to write fine songs makes his music 
essentially English in character, whilst 
having universal appeal. "Strong 
clear vocals, songs of substance and 
impressive arrangements" - DAILY 
TELEGRAPH.

SATURDAY 16TH NOVEMBER 2019.THE GREAT CABARET SAFARI* 
www.shooshoobaby.co.uk.

The ‘effortlessly funny’ female duo 
ShoShooBaby has been appreciated 
by audiences throughout the world, 
earning them a reputation for their 
excellent singing and musicianship. 
Expect watertight harmonising on a 
wonderful array of razor-sharp original 
cabaret songs, alongside music by 

Queen, Louis Prima, Ennio Morricone 
and the Proclaimers. The musical saw, 
zither, harmonium and kazoo are just 
a few of the instruments that feature in 
this eclectic and creative show.’ What 
sets them apart is their musical wit and 
superb harmony’. SCOTSMAN.

Adrian Birch

Doors 7.30 Performance 8.00. Advance tickets £10 from Brockweir and 
Hewelsfield Village Shop, brockweirevent@gmail.com or Adrian Birch on 
01291 689812. £12 on the door. Refreshments available but BYO alcohol. See 
also www.brockweirvillagehall.co.uk. *Supported by Air in G.

BROCKWEIR EVENTS AT MACKENZIE HALL

BOARD·GAMES·CAFÉ·
St. Briavels Assembly Rooms

EVERY LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH 7pm – 10pm
Hosted by professional gamer Julian White, you will find a wide selection of 
games to suit all ages and genres, from traditional favourites such as chess, 

backgammon, scrabble, monopoly etc, to latest trendy Sci-Fi ‘Cosmic Encounter’ - 
and medieval, renaissance and war games.

Build empires, flex your investigative muscles, employ brain-teasing 
strategy or just have silly laughs – there’s something here for everybody.

Just drop in by yourself or with a group of family & friends. No gaming 
partner necessary. Game Leaders on hand for help to get you going and build 

your skills on exciting new games!
*FREE ENTRY * Email: games@st-briavels.com / 01594 530950

BAR & CAFÉ OPEN FOR REFRESHMENTS AND HOT & COLD SNACKS

http://www.thedrystones.co.uk/
http://www.johnnycoppin.co.uk/
http://www.shooshoobaby.co.uk/
mailto:brockweirevent@gmail.com
http://www.brockweirvillagehall.co.uk/
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BROCKWEIR, HEWELSFIELD & ST BRIAVELS GARDEN SOCIETY

PLANTS OF THE SEASON

The garden society continues its summer break in August. Our monthly 
meetings resume on 20 September, 7.30pm at St Briavels Pavilion, when we 
welcome Paul Green, owner of Greens Leaves, a specialist plant nursery in 
Gloucestershire. As we move into autumn, Paul will introduce us to plants of 
the season.

His talk will be a practical demonstration, using lots of real plants, not slides. 
It will be, he says, ‘a good all-round talk, showcasing what is looking good 
(rarities / new varieties included.) Merits / vices of the plants, propagation, 
pruning & best use in the garden are covered.’

Paul will bring plants for sale. All welcome. Visitors £5

IN MY GARDEN

Overgrown! - As the growing season draws to an end, our gardens are lush 
and full. But instead of revelling in the abundance, what do I hear more than 
any other accusation levelled at plants? ‘They're overgrown!’

The dictionary defines an overgrown plant as one that has grown too big, but 
what always baffles me is too big for what? Plants, like you, me and every 
other living thing, are genetically programmed with the potential to grow to a 
certain predetermined size. So it's not the plant's fault that its genetic make-
up caused it to grow bigger than the space it was allotted in the garden. 
The issue is not with the plant at all but the person who planted it in a place 
unsuitable for its ultimate size!

For me there are few uglier horticultural sights than a garden like a graveyard 
of large shrubs hard pruned into tombstones, cubes and amorphous blobs. I 
like to see plants growing into each other, combining and blending, sometimes 
fighting it out for space in a naturalistic way. I know there are those who 
don't; people who like to see some fresh air between their plants. So, if that's 
you, then looking at the space available and choosing the right plants for 
the desired effect is crucial. Unless you're like me, happy to rely on natural 
selection by survival of the fittest, then trying to shoehorn big shrubs together 
into small spaces will result in a garden full of tombstones - or even worse, 
plants accused of being overgrown!

Cheryl Cummings

WHAT TO DO THIS MONTH

July is certainly making up for June so far, with some fine, warm days to 
bring plants on, often in quite spectacular fashion! The light is good and days 
are long. Humans may prefer bright sunlight but plants don’t mind some 
cloudy days –few ornamental borders look their best in the harsh sunlight of 
high summer.

The drier weather has finally slowed the weeds. Time to take a bit of a rest from 
your labours in the flower and shrub borders, but much watering, hoeing and 
harvesting needed in the vegetable and fruit borders. Do make time to reflect and 
plan – and enjoy. It’s too early to make changes but not too early to plan them.

 ● Give a thorough soaking to recently planted trees and shrubs. Use rain or grey 
water where you can

 ● Feed, water and deadhead tender plants 
regularly, to keep them flowering

 ● Cut down fruited raspberry canes 
and prune blackcurrant bushes after 
harvesting

 ● Lift onions and lay them out to dry in the sun. 
(You may have already done this in July.)

 ● Pot up strawberry runners – grow them on to replace old plants or for a bigger 
crop next year

 ● Time to give your Wisteria its first prune - cutting back wispy shoots
 ● Tidy up climbing and rambling roses that flower only once – resist doing too 
much pruning. Some have very ornamental hips that will light up your autumn 
garden, and even the less ornamental are a source of food for birds

Find more detailed guidance notes for August, our annual programme and more on 
our website: www.wyegarden.com

Christine Haines

THIS MONTH'S RECIPE
BREAD AND BUTTER PICKLE

900g sliced cucumber, roughly ¼ inch thick, with skin on.
350g thinly sliced onions
350g white sugar
50g salt
350ml of cider vinegar
2tsp mustard seed
¼ tsp turmeric
¼ tsp cayenne pepper

Place the sliced cucumber and sliced onion in a large bowl. Sprinkle on the 
salt, mix thoroughly, and leave for 3 hours. Drain and rinse, rinse again and dry 
with paper.
In a large saucepan, bring all the other ingredients to the boil. Boil for two minutes. 
Lower the heat and add the onion and cucumber mixture. Do not boil.
When soft, strain the liquid into a bowl. Spoon the onions and cucumber into jars. 
Top up with the liquid and seal.

Mary Perryman
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ADVERTISEMENTS.
FOR SALE - 42" TV with STAND. SHARP. Very good working order. Selling 
because won new TV. £100 ono. phone 01291 680435
FOR SALE - Esse Range Cooker. Wood-burning. In very good condition. Buyer 
collects (St Briavels) £750 o.n.o. Also Selkirk ICS (used only with wood) £450' 
01594 531050
YOGA MORNING with Senior Iyengar teacher, Lydia Holmes from Bristol. 
Saturday 10th August 2019 10am- 1pm . Refreshments and yoga market too! 
£25. Book now with Kishe 07805 729893 www.wildwoodyoga.co.uk
MINDFULNESS COURSES IN THE FOREST OF DEAN & WYE VALLEY 
Enhancing resilience & well-being through mindfulness. Courses for adults, 
children, teenagers, schools & teachers. 8 week courses, taster days, 
refresher sessions & silent retreat days. Contact Diana 07952 548040. 
www.mindfulnessforestandwye.co.uk
FLASH WINDOW CLEANING - Domestic & Commercial Window Cleaning. 
10 Years Experience. Internal & External Windows can be cleaned. Contact 
Jordan for a Quote. 07803 791485 / f-w-c@workmail.com Fully Insured / 
CRB Checked
SAMANTHA'S HOUSEHOLD SERVICES - Locally based: Domestic cleaning, 
Family catering, Laundry service, Dog walking/sitting, Shopping, Assistance 
to and from appointments, Holiday house watch and more. Call Samantha 
07885 529038 or email samanthalou822@gmail.com
BABYSITTING - Experienced Level 5 Childcare & Management trained. 5 
years’ experience of varied ages. Contact Emma on 07392 846510. Please 
leave a message with what you need and I'll get back to you.
CHIMKNEE SWEEPS - Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps member. HETAS 
approved sweep, Fully Qualified. Fully insured. Certificates issued. Clean 
and dust free. Bird Nests removal. Stove Maintenance. Call Jordan on 
07498 310712 or 01594 832820
MATHS TUITION - Year 6 to University Undergraduate including SATs, 
GCSE, BTEC and A level. Highly experienced Mathematician and tutor. 
Contact: Dr Mark Mitchelmore (MSc, PhD, CMath, MIMA) on 07555 200143 or 
mark.mitchelmore@yahoo.co.uk (references available)
GCSE & A-LEVEL MATHS - Tuition from a very experienced, friendly & 
approachable tutor. Contact Rosie: rosie.amadia@gmail.com or find me at 
https://rosie-meakin.business.site.
MOBILE FOOT CLINIC - Hannah Davies, SAC Dip RFHP. Fully Qualified 
and Registered.Nail Trimming, Thickened Nails, Fungal Nails, Corns, Callus, 
Cracked Heels, Ingrown Toenails, Diabetic Care. For an appointment please 
telephone 07493 054585.

ST BRIAVELS WI- JULY UPDATE

This month we returned to the Asha Centre for a 
lovely lunch and enjoyed their beautiful garden, 
especially the roses. In order to provide support to 
the Thursday Café at the Assembly Rooms, this 
month’s coffee club met there. This outing was well 

attended by members and we enjoyed sitting in the courtyard and the welcoming 
service from the Café volunteers, who also included a WI member.

This month’s talk on bed bugs was far more interesting than the title might suggest.

We are firming up the arrangements for the women students from India, who 
will be visiting us on the 20th August. These young, bright women are from poor 
rural areas in India and they are being sponsored through university in order to 
improve their life chances. As part of their wider education experience, they visit 
the Asha centre for a week to experience the culture and sights of the UK. Linda, 
the manager at St Briavels Castle has kindly agreed to provide a tour of the castle 
for the students. We then intend to take them for a tour around the village to show 
them the history of the village and the views of the Wye Valley from the Tump, 
before returning to the Pavilion for tea and crafts. So, if you see us please feel 
welcome to smile and greet us.

On a National level, the WI annual conference was held in June at Bournemouth. 
At this meeting there was an update of the 10 years of campaigning for Care not 
Custody, which aims to divert people with mental illness away from custody. Lord 
Bradley, who chairs the Care not Custody Coalition and is a Trustee of the Prison 
Service, explained that 92% of the country is now covered by a national liaison and 
diversion service. He acknowledged the role of the WI in achieving this significant 
national policy change. This campaign came from the experience of an individual 
national WI member, whose son had mental health problems and was detained in 
custody with a tragic outcome.

At the conference, resolutions were passed to tackle the decline in rural bus 
services and to improve the level of cervical cancer screening. The lack of rural 
transport is an issue for our community and hopefully St Briavels WI will be able to 
provide some support to this campaign. We can all do something about improving 
the low level of cervical cancer screening. As women, we can all ensure that we 
attend our screening appointments and by doing so also provide positive role 
models of the importance of screening for positive preventative health care. For 
everyone else, please have a conversation with the female members of your family, 
especially the younger women, about the importance of screening in preventing 
this serious, often life threatening cancer.

St Briavels WI meets on the 3rd Wednesday in the month at 7.30pm in the Pavilion. 
New members are always welcome

Sue Smith

http://www.mindfulnessforestandwye.co.uk/
mailto:f-w-c@workmail.com
mailto:samanthalou822@gmail.com
tel:07498 310712
tel:01594 832820
mailto:mark.mitchelmore@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:rosie.amadia@gmail.com
https://rosie-meakin.business.site/
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ADVERTISEMENTS continued
RHS QUALIFIED GARDENER with over 14 years experience. Specialising 
in pruning, border renovation, garden design and the management of larger 
gardens. Physically fit and hard working. Call Alex Corfield on 07868 722477.
PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICE - Painting, tiling, shelving & general 
finishing work. 20 years experience of exceptional, quality interior work. Fast. 
Professional. Clean. Reliable. Call Justin on 07498 110852 for a free quotation
NEED A BUILDER? Extensions. Renovations. Roofing. Brickwork. Stonework. 
Carpentry. Contact Chris on 07778 572516
PROPERTY ENHANCEMENT – Painting, Decorating, Repairs and 
Maintenance, Tiling, Plumbing. Any job you feel you cannot do. Please call us. 
Ray James: 07789 743405 Jan Jones: 07766 756941.
LOCAL HANDYMAN - honest and hardworking. Home and garden, repairs and 
maintenance, painting and decorating. For free estimates and advice please call 
Chris on (01594) 531225.
YOGA - Every Friday from 9.30am - 11am at Mackenzie Hall with Kishe 
Redwood, CIYT 2004. Drop in or contact me first at wildwoodyoga.co.uk. 
Lovely end of week class for all to enjoy.
IYENGAR YOGA now in St Briavels! Every Tuesday @The Pavilion 9.15-
10.45am. All welcome. Kishe demonstrates and observes well to assist and 
guide safely in all points of your practice. FFI www.wildwoodyoga.co.uk
ADULT TAP DANCING FOR FUN in the Moravian Church School Hall. 
Mondays 6.45pm Improvers + / Intermediates, 7.45pm Beginners. New 
beginners welcome. For more information call Deborah on 07801 479269 or 
email deborahstock@aol.com
ENJOY LEARNING MUSIC with John Hurley, CT ABRSM. Tuition given for 
piano, electronic keyboard, saxophone, clarinet, music theory and aural. 
Beginners & restarters welcome. Exams optional. Enhanced DBS certificate. 
St.Briavels 01594 530890.

VILLAGE NEWS MAGAZINE
www.villagemag.co.uk

The SEPTEMBER issue deadline is midday on Tuesday 20th August
(Adverts and boxed events to be submitted the Friday before)

Editorial: all contributions should be sent to: editors@villagemag.co.uk, or contact any of the 
Committee Members:

Babs Bergdahl 01594 530623 David Rees 01594 530443
Carolyn Norman 01291 689418 Hilary Lee 01291 689326
Christine Haines 01594 531050 Joyce McKay 01291 689910

Layout/typing/adverts: Christine Haines & John French; Collation: Sally Secrett; Treasurer: 
Joyce McKay
Views expressed within ‘Village News’ are those of individual contributors, and are not 
necessarily those of the magazine or its committee members. We reserve the right to 
amend, edit or refuse any articles.
Advertising: all requests should be sent to: advertising@villagemag.co.uk
Classified: 3-line adverts £3 per month - Display: 1⁄4 page adverts (A7) £5 monthly, 
minimum of 3 months. Advertising subject to availability and adverts must be paid for before 
printing. All cheques payable to: Village News.
Magazine subscriptions: take out an annual subscription for £3.60 by calling Sally Secrett on 
01594 530539, email: subscriptions@villagemag.co.uk

OUR PARISH CHURCHES 
St Mary the Virgin, St Briavels and St Mary Magdalene, Hewelsfield

Associate Parish Priest: Robert Simpson 01594 560202
Priest in Charge: David Treharne 01291 760034
Licensed Lay Reader: Mandy Vaughan 01594 530844
Churchwardens: St Briavels Jerry Maltman 

Martin Pagnamenta
01594 530799 
01594 531151

Churchwardens: Hewelsfield Gary Lewis 
Pauline Siddons

01594 833020 
01594 530524

Hon. Secretary: St Briavels Jean Sheraton 01594 531096
Hon. Secretary: Hewelsfield Pearl Bradney 01594 531075
Hon. Treasurer: St Briavels Roger Clewett 01291 680436
Hon. Treasurer: Hewelsfield David Wedel 01594 530633
Organists: Martin Pagnamenta 

Caroline Buffrey
Louise Greening
Jane Benson

01594 531151 
01291 689546
01594 530421
01291 689703

Electoral Roll Officer: St Briavels David Rees 01594 530443
Electoral Roll Officer: Hewelsfield Marion Harrison 01594 530264
St Briavels Congregational Church Pastor: Matt Rees, 01594 530098
Brockweir Moravian Church Rev Patsy Holdsworth 0117 9078994

SEPTEMBER ISSUE DEADLINE
To all our contributors:
The deadline for the September 2019 
edition of the Village News will be 
Tuesday 20th August for plain text 
submissions and Friday 16th August 
for boxed announcements and adverts.

http://wildwoodyoga.co.uk/
http://www.wildwoodyoga.co.uk/


38 39

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
POLICE (non emergency calls) (UK dialling only) 101
Police Community Support Officer Pete Timmins 01452 753804
Email:peter.timmins@gloucestershire.pnn.police.uk
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH Field Officer (Chrissie Parkes) 01452 753784
ELECTRICITY (Power cuts) 08006 783 105
GCC HIGHWAYS (for potholes etc.) 08000 514 514
GRASS ROUTES BUS SERVICE 08000 858 015
MP (Forest of Dean): Mark Harper 01594 823482
COUNTY COUNCILLOR (Sedbury) Patrick Molyneux 01594 529174
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR Chris McFarling 01594 531225
(St Briavels, Hewelsfield & Brockweir, Alvington) chris.mcfarling@fdean.gov.uk

USEFUL WEB ADDRESSES

Brockweir & Hewelsfield Parish 
Council www.hewelsfieldandbrockweirpc.org
Brockweir, Hewelsfield & St Briavels 
Garden Society www.wyegarden.com
Brockweir Village Shop www.bandhvillageshop.co.uk
Brockweir Youth Club www.brockweiryouthclub.co.uk
Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir www.brockweirvillagehall.co.uk
Parish Grasslands Project www.parishgrasslandsproject.org.uk
St Briavels Assembly Rooms www.st-briavels.com
St Briavels on Facebook www.facebook.com/StBriavelsWatch
St Briavels Parish Council www.stbriavels-pc.gov.uk
St Briavels School www.stbriavelsprimaryschool.co.uk
The Loft at Brockweir www.theloftatbrockweir.co.uk
Wye Valley Music www.wyevalleymusic.org.uk

DOCTORS’ SURGERIES
WYE VALLEY PRACTICE

St Briavels Surgery (including out of hours) 01594 530334
Trellech Surgery (including out of hours) 01600 860302

WYEDEAN PRACTICE
Tintern Surgery (including out of hours) 01291 689355

TO BOOK OUR VILLAGE ROOMS
Assembly Rooms, St Briavels Karen Cockfield 01594 530950
Mackenzie Hall, Brockweir Laura Beddis 01291 689604
Pavilion/Playing Field, St Briavels Jill Skidmore 01594 530035
School Hall, St Briavels School Office 01594 530428
The Loft, Village Shop, Brockweir Alison Macklin 01291 689995

PARISH COUNCILS:
St Briavels (Chair) Piers Chivers 01594 530552
(Clerk) Ursula Deighton 01594 516518
(Snow Warden) Glenys Walker 01594 530198
 Hewelsfield & Brockweir (Chair) Adam Sinfield 01291 689213

handbpcadam@outlook.com
(Clerk) Lyn Skuse 01291 680053

www.hewelsfieldandbrockweirpc.org
ACTION4OURCARE Pam Plummer 01594 530008
BADGER CULLING CONCERNS Keith Childs 01291 689319

madgettsbadgers@gmail.com
B.A.D.S Immy Lee 01291 689512
BROCKWEIR BOWLS CLUB Bob Broughton 01594 530003
BROCKWEIR EVENTS Adrian Birch 01291 689812
BROCKWEIR EVENTS SOCIAL TEAM Cath Baker 01291 689331
BROCKWEIR TABLE TENNIS Jean Green 01594 530955
BROCKWEIR VILLAGE SHOP Alison Macklin 01291 689995
BROCKWEIR YOUTH CLUB Barbara French 01291 689327
CHURCH BELL RINGING Paul Bergdahl 01594 530623
COMMUNITY WELLBEING AGENT Richard Skinner 01594 812447

(Village Agent) 07927 051328
FOOTPATHS St. Briavels John Hurley 01594 530890
 Brockweir & Hewelsfield Rudge Bowen 07785 270029
GARDEN SOCIETY John Gooder 01291 689979
HEWELSFIELD against Quarrying Bob Brown 01594 530147
HISTORY GROUP John Norman 01291 689418
HOBOS HEDGEHOG RESCUE Rosie Bishop 01594 531439
MACKENZIE HALL TENNIS CLUB Ayse Rugg 07766 719950

Rosalind Eaves 07854 676526
NOSH & NATTER Pauline Siddons 01594 530524
PARISH GRASSLANDS PROJECT Sally Secrett 01594 530539
PLAY AREA COMMITTEE Sarah McLellan 01291 680092
ST BRIAVELS ASSEMBLY ROOMS Karen Cockfield 01594 530950
ST BRIAVELS LITTER PICKERS Paul Lounds 01594 530573
ST BRIAVELS LUNCHEON CLUB Mary Perryman 01594 530505
ST BRIAVELS MOAT SOCIETY Sue Davis 01594 531460
ST BRIAVELS PEOPLE’S CHOIR Louise Greening 01594 530421
ST BRIAVELS EARLY YEARS School Office 01594 530428
ST BRIAVELS SCHOOL headteacher Sarah Helm 01594 530428

School bell ringing out of hours contacts: David Rees 01594 530443
Chris McFarling 01594 531225

ST BRIAVELS SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB Sheila Brown 01594 530676
ST BRIAVELS W.I. Betty Bennett 01291 680018
WATER EMERGENCY 0800 7834444
WILD BOAR / DEER problems: Tim Hill 01452 830389
WILD BOAR / DEER problems Barry Hutchinson 07773 332467
WYE VALLEY MUSIC Keith Norman 01594 530419
WALKING FOR HEALTH John Hurley 01594 530890
YHA Linda Harrison 01594 530272

Emergency out of hours number 03006 660132

http://www.hewelsfieldandbrockweirpc.org/
mailto:handbpcadam@outlook.com
http://www.hewelsfieldandbrockweirpc.org/
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wasleydarren@gmail.com

TREE &GARDEN SERVICE
LUKE 'S
Tree Surgery

Hedge Trimming
Grass Cutting

Strimming
Stump Grinding

Free Quotes on Enquiry
Tel: 01594 530341

Mobile: 07595 220696
Email: luke.allen2019@outlook.com

Fully qualified and insured

GREEN & CLEAN

GARDENING SERVICES
Mowing, Hedge Cutting, Strimming
Chainsaw Work, Garden Clearance

Fencing and Landscaping
Local business with 10 years of

trading in the Wye Valley

Specialist in large country gardens

greenandclean@post.com

Call Ted 07557 419770

Philip Cook & Co LtD
Builders
✧ New Builds ✧
✧ Extensions ✧
✧Alterations ✧

✧ Property Maintenance ✧
Call Philip on

07511 952851 or 01600 860375

* Fully Insured * Over 30Years Experience *
* Free Estimates *

Professional
podiatry/chiropody
services

Clinic locations in
Tintern & Chepstow

01291 689917
07708 092782

www.stepwisepodiatry.co.uk

Forest Wills & Estate Planning Ltd
Services to protect you, your family and assets include:

Marcela Pierabella
Myrtle Co�age

Blakeney Hill Road
Blakeney GL15 4BT

M 07930 843223
T 01594 516351

inforestwills@gmail.com
FB ForestWills

www.forestwills.wordpress.com

Member of the Ins�tute of Professional Willwriters

Wills
Trusts
Lasting Powers of Attorney for
Health and Property
Court of Protection
Probate & Estate Administration
Funeral Plans

❖
❖

❖
❖

❖
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Call: 01291 623193
Email: hello@halluxpodiatry.co.uk

16AMoor St | Chepstow | NP16 5DB
www.halluxpodiatry.co.uk

Do you have a problem
with your feet?

We can help with:
painful, thickened or unsightly nails,
corns, hard or cracked skin, verrucas,
pain in your feet, ankles or knees.

Electrical
bernhardt

◉ Rewiring
◉ Additional sockets & lights
◉ All domestic work undertaken
◉ Part P registered

For reliable local service
and free estimates call Gary

Mobile: 07949 706111
Home: 01291 689363

bernhardtelec@gmail.com

A Z T E C H

EMERGENCY4X4DELIVERIES
FUEL SERVICES

Fast, Efficient
Local

Metered delivery
Tanks installed/removed

Contact:
Rory: 07511 047056

rorykerosene1@outlook.com
Office: 01594 836120

Emergency AH: 07802 627880

DOMESTIC HEATING OIL -
KEROSENE OIL - 28 Sec

RED DIESEL - 35 sec Heating Oils
AGRICULTURAL DIESEL
BACS and Cards accepted

EEnneerrggyy eeffffiicciieenntt llooww ccaarrbboonn hheeaattiinngg

NNoo ffoossssiill ffuueellss -- ZZeerroo eemmiissssiioonnss

If you’re looking to reduce your heating
costs & carbon footprint a heat pump will

heat your home & hot water in an
environmentally sensitive low-cost

manner

No oil or LPG tanks, troublesome refills
and wasted garden space

Free Government Incentives
Call or visit our website for more info

TTeell:: 0011663333 553355004400
wwwwww..oopp��mmuumm..uukk..ccoomm

• Clean
• Efficient
• Reliable


